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     Hello from Root River SWCD! This year we 
have reduced the size of our newsletter. This is due 
to having a conservation insert coming out in the 
Fillmore County Journal in December.  Keep an 
eye out for this special insert.  It will contain a 
wealth of conservation information and cost share 
opportunities. 
 

     Feel free to contact us at any time with your 
conservation resource needs/concerns, (507) 724-
5261 extension 3. 

 

 

2025 Root River SWCD  
Conservationist of the Year  

Paul Schutte 

Root River SWCD is proud to announce Paul 
Schutte as the 2025 Conservationist of the Year.  

  
Paul owns 220 acres in Houston Township that 

have been dedicated solely to conservation. Since he 

began his conservation endeavor, in 2003 and being 

a huge advocate for implementing conservation 

practices, Paul has added eight ponds, numerous na-

tive grass and shrub plantings, wind breaks and vast 

amounts of timber stand improvements on his proper-

ty. These are all best management practices that pro-

mote soil and water quality. Paul has also dedicated 

his property to promoting and creating as much 

plant and wildlife species diversity his land will hold.                                    

      continued on Page 2 



Paul manages his lands via prescribed burning which he  has had great 
success with over the years.  He has his entire property on a rotation to ensure 
there is always some management being done each year.   

 
.  Paul is the President of the SE Quail Forever Chapter and is always look-

ing for ways to spread the word on the importance of conservation. He has host-

ed field days for the local school districts to educate the youth in the area on 

these importances as well. He is always willing to offer knowledge he has ac-

quired over the two decades of this endeavor. He will tell you the many great 

things he has seen change in his landscape, but also, what he would have done 

differently along the way. His door is always open to anyone who is curious 

about implementing practices that will benefit the landscape for all. 

 Paul is most proud of his recent  success hosting two pairs of Red Headed 

Woodpeckers on his property and watching their young. 

Congratulations! 
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Schutte Property in Mound Prairie Township 
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Driftless Area Climate Change         
Projections for Tree Species 

 
 

The Driftless Area’s forests will be affected by climate change and other stressors during this century. An as-
sessment put together by a team of researchers describes the vulnerability of forests in the Driftless Area.  It 
includes information on observed and future climate trends and summarizes key vulnerabilities. The Land-
scape Change Research Group recently updated the Climate Change Tree Atlas, www.fs.fed.us/nrs/atlas/.  
 

The updated Tree Atlas presents information helpful to interpret tree species changes. It includes a tree’s suita-
ble habitat, adaptability, migration potential and capability. The assessment shows the following trees with a 
good climate change capability along with a high to medium adaptability (ability to respond favorably to dis-
turbance making a specie adaptable to future stressors) include American Elm, Bitternut Hickory, Black Oak, 
Black Walnut, Bur Oak, Eastern Cottonwood, Eastern Red Cedar, Green Ash, Hackberry, Honey Locust, Iron-
wood, Northern Red Oak, Silver  Maple, Sugar Maple and White Oak.  

The assessment model projections can’t account for all factors that influence future species success. 
 

The Root River SWCD has several of these species available. If you are interested in a specie not listed on our 

order form feel free to contact us at (507) 724-5261 ext. 3 

http://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/atlas/
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