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District 1 

Jack Miller 
District 2 
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HOUSTON COUNTY 
304 South Marshall Street 

Caledonia,  MN 55921 
TEL (507) 725-5827 

HOUSTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
BOARD MEETING 

AGENDA 
9:30, November 10, 2020, County Board Room, Historic Courthouse 

*****The meeting will be accessible to public participants via our conference call line at 312-626-6799 and 
entering meeting ID: 92686601131 and password 715945.  Public attendees are requested to mute their line 

until addressed.**** 

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVE AGENDA 

APPROVE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
- October 27 - Board Meeting
- November 4 - Board Meeting

PUBLIC COMMENT 

COVID-19 Update from Public Health 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Routine business items enacted by one unanimous motion.  Commissioners may request moving items 
on the consent agenda to the Action Item list if they desire discussion before taking action.) 

1) Approve Claims, Human Service & License Center disbursements.
2) Approve 2021 Fingerprint Background Check Agreement with MDH. (Pugleasa)

APPOINTMENTS 

9:40  Presentation by Steve Salle, SSC Executive Director and Bill Colopoulos, Health 
Benefits Consultant with Holms and Murphy – present SSC’s role in health benefits 
administration Q &A 

ACTION ITEMS 

1) Consider approving agreement with the City of Caledonia for installation of water main
loop to support the Highway Building project. (Pogodzinski)

Jeffrey Babinski 
County Administrator 



2) Consider approving Bid Package 13A Pre-Engineered Metal Building – supply only, 
package 31A Sitework, and Unit Prices 1-3. (Pogodzinski) 

3) Consider approving Airport Farmland Lease agreement. (Pogodzinski) 
4) Consider approving Resolution 20-54 Vacate Easement along CSAH 17. (Pogodzinski) 
5) Consider approving Resolution 20-55 Final Acceptance of Contract CP-2020-06 Farner 

Asphalt Sealers, LLC. (Pogodzinski) 
6) Consider approving Resolution 20-55 Final Acceptance of Contract CP-2020-09 Farner 

Asphalt Sealers, LLC. (Pogodzinski) 
7) Consider accepting the Arlyn Falck 2020 grant for work at the County Airport. 

(Pogodzinski) 
8) Consider approval of ‘Local Option Disaster Abatement and Credits’ request from 

Donald Kjos, Yucatan Township. (Cresswell) 
9) Consider approval of property tax abatements for Michael Fort, Matt Kubly, Daniel 

Cuhel, and Robert Hafner. (Cresswell) 
10) Consider approving the 2021 County Fee Schedule (updates and addition of chloride 

treatment fees). (Babinski) 
11) Consider approving a change to the solid waste program fee charged to cities and 

townships. (Lacher) 
12) Consider approving contract with Wieser Brothers for construction management of the 

Highway Building project. (Pogodzinski) 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS  

1) Administrator Updates 
a. Historic Courthouse Stairs Project Options 
b. Public Hearing in conjunction with October 27 Board Meeting to review 2021 Fee 

Schedule, to include increase in Solid Waste Fees charged to Cities and Townships 
and addition of fee for Chloride treatment along County Highway gravel roads. 

2) Commissioner Reports & Comments 
 

CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 



This form is not intended for the general public. It is intended for use by county department heads,
representatives of other governmental units or vendors/agencies who contract with Houston County.
Members of the public may address the Board during the Public Comment Period. (See Policy for Public
Comment Period).

Date Submitted:

Person requesting appointment with County Board:

Will you be doing a power point or video presentation: ______ Yes        ___X NO

Issue:

Reviewed by: County Auditor County Attorney Zoning/Environmental Service

Finance Director County Engineer HR/Personnel

IS Director Other (indicate dept)

Recommendation:

Decision:

All agenda request forms must be submitted to the County Auditor by 4:00 p.m. on Monday in
order to be considered for inclusion on the following week's agenda.  The Board will review all 
requests and schedule appointments as appropriate.

Justification:

Action Requested:

Houston County
Agenda Request Form

For County Use Only

11/5/2020

John Pugleasa, Director Public Health & Human Services

Agreement with DHS for Livescan child care background checks.  This system is used to support our child 
care licensing operation.  DHS compensates the County at a rate of $3.25 for every completed fingerprint 
scan.

Copy of agreement 

Review and approve agreement as presented

Attachments/Documentation for the Board's Review:

















  HOUSTON COUNTY  
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

November 10, 2020  
 
Date Submitted:    11.05.2020   
By:  Tess Kruger, HRD/Facilities Mgr. 
 
APPOINTMENT REQUEST 

• Steve Sallee, SSC Executive Director and Bill Colopoulos, Health Benefits 
Consultant with Holmes and Murphy (present SSC’s role in health benefits 
administration Q & A) 

• Facilities update –  grant status and steps, see attached  
 
HR CONSENT AGENDA REQUEST 

NONE 

Reviewed by: X 
County 
Administrator     

County 
Attorney        

 Zoning 
Administ  

  X Finance Director  
County 
Engineer        

 Environm  
Services 

    IS Director     

Other 
(indicate 
dept)  

 

   
                    
 
Recommendation:               

 
    

  
 
Decision:                    
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COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 
 
It is hereby agreed to on this 9th day of November, 2020 by and between the County of Houston, 
Minnesota (County) and the City of Caledonia, Minnesota, (City) that the respective parties to 
this agreement shall have the responsibilities as herein described with respect to the Houston 
County Highway Facility reconstruction project, located at 1124 E. Washington St., in the limits 
of Caledonia, Minnesota, also referred to as Houston County Highway Facility Project. 
 
Section 1.  The project is to be considered a County project, under County contract and control. 
The County shall have the following specific responsibilities with respect to the project: 
 

1. Unless otherwise noted, draft all plans and specifications relating to the water 
main. 

 
2. Unless otherwise noted, obtain all permits and approvals required from other 

government agencies. 
 
3. Unless otherwise noted, perform all contract administration, including change 

order negotiations, enforcing contractor compliance, and handling public 
concerns. 

 
4. Advertise for bids, hold letting and contract for completion. 
 
5. Grant a 20’ utility easement to the City for water main  
 
6. Pay for the following: 
 

A. unless otherwise noted, 66.7-percent of all costs associated with 6” 
SDR900 water main connecting E. South Street to E. Washington Street. 

B. 100-percent of costs associated with right-of-way and easements. 
 

Section 2.  The City shall have the following responsibilities with respect to the project within the 
corporate City limits: 

 
1. Review and approval of all plans and specifications. 
 
2. Pay for the following: 
 

A. 33.3-percent of all costs associated with 6” SDR900 water main 
connecting E. South Street to E. Washington Street.  (NOTE: after 
project completion, the City shall assume ownership and maintenance of 
all water main.) 

B. 100-percent of future damages within the easement area incurred during 
subsurface excavations of utility maintenance. 

 
Section 3.  Houston County will pay the Contractor directly for all work completed on the project 
and the City shall pay their portion to the County as invoiced and based on the Contract costs.  
 
Section 4.  The preliminary layout and cost estimate herein become part of this agreement.  
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Authorized Signatures: 
 
City of Caledonia, Minnesota   County of Houston, Minnesota 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Mayor, City of Caledonia   Houston County Board Chairperson 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Caledonia City Administrator   Houston County Administrator 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Date      Date 
 
Approved:     Approved: 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
City of Caledonia Attorney   Houston County Attorney 



ITEM  

NO. ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL

 STREET AND SITE

1 MOBILIZATION 1 LUMP SUM 4,900.00$                                4,900.00$                                

2 TRAFFIC CONTROL 1 LUMP SUM 1,500.00$                                1,500.00$                                

3 SAWING BITUMINOUS PAVMENT (FULL DEPTH) 85 LIN FT 5.00$                                       425.00$                                   

4 REMOVE BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT 90 SQ YD 10.00$                                     900.00$                                   

5 REMOVE CURB & GUTTER 40 LIN FT 5.00$                                       200.00$                                   

6 GEOTEXTILE FABRIC, TYPE V 90 SQ YD 2.00$                                       180.00$                                   

7 AGGREGATE SURFACING, CLASS 2 (4") 100 CU YD 34.00$                                     3,400.00$                                

8 SELECT GRANULAR BORROW (12") 30 CU YD 19.00$                                     570.00$                                   

9 AGGREGATE BASE, CLASS 5 (8") 20 CU YD 28.00$                                     560.00$                                   

10 BITUMINOUS NON WEAR COURSE (2") 90 SQ YD 20.00$                                     1,800.00$                                

11 BITUMINOUS WEAR COURSE (2") 90 SQ YD 20.00$                                     1,800.00$                                

12 CONCRETE CURB & GUTTER DES B618 40 LIN FT 40.00$                                     1,600.00$                                

13 TURF ESTABLISHMENT 700 SQ YD 3.00$                                       2,100.00$                                

14 EROSION & SEDIMENT CONTROL 1 LUMP SUM 2,500.00$                                2,500.00$                                

SUBTOTAL: 22,435.00$                              

 WATERMAIN

15 CONNECT TO EXISTING WATERMAIN 4 EACH 1,300.00$                                5,200.00$                                

16 6" GATE VALVE & BOX 3 EACH 1,500.00$                                4,500.00$                                

17 HYDRANT 1 EACH 4,250.00$                                4,250.00$                                

18 6" WATERMAIN 1,125 LIN FT 52.00$                                     58,500.00$                              

19 WATERMAIN FITTINGS 335 POUND 10.00$                                     3,350.00$                                

20 WATERMAIN TRACER WIRE SYSTEM 1 LUMP SUM 2,000.00$                                2,000.00$                                

SUBTOTAL: 77,800.00$                              

 STORM SEWER

21 REMOVE STORM PIPE, 18" RC PIPE 16 LIN FT 12.00$                                     192.00$                                   

22 CONNECT TO EXISTING STORM 2 EACH 1,000.00$                                2,000.00$                                

23 18" RC PIPE SEWER 16 LIN FT 75.00$                                     1,200.00$                                

SUBTOTAL: 3,392.00$                                

ALTERNATIVE NO. 2B CONSTRUCTION SUBTOTAL: $103,627.00

 CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCIES (10%): $10,400.00

ALTERNATIVE NO. 2B CONSTRUCTION COST: $114,027.00

ESTIMATED ENGINEERING, ADMIN & LEGAL (25%): $28,600.00

ESTIMATED ALTERNATIVE NO. 2B PROJECT TOTAL: $142,627.00

NOTES:

(1) Costs indicated above are based on typical costs for the area in 2020 dollars.

(2) A utility easement or easements may be necessary for watermain routing.

(3) The routing shown on the attached map is for reference only and not intended to be prescribed as the final route.

(4) This estimate assumes some of the overlapping turf resotration costs will be shared with Houston County during the the construction of their project.

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MN

Updated: 11/5/2020

PRELIMINARY ENGINEER'S ESTIMATE
PROPOSED WATERMAIN LOOPING

ALTERNATIVE NO. 2B

Page 1 of  1
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This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a 
survey and is not intended to be used as one. This 
drawing is a compilation of records, information, and data 
located in various city, county, and state offices, and other 
sources affecting the area shown, and is to be used for 
reference purposes only. The City of Caledonia is not 
responsible for any inaccuracies herein contained. 
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HOUSTON COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
1124 East Washington Street 

Caledonia,  MN 55921 
TEL (507) 725-3925   FAX (507) 725-5417 

 
Brian K. Pogodzinski, Houston County Engineer 

 

 
 
TO:  Houston County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM: Brian K. Pogodzinski, County Engineer 
 
RE:  Vacate unneeded Right of Way along County State Aid Highway 17  
 
Date:  October 27, 2020 
 
Summary 
On September 23, 2020, TJB Farms LLC requested that the County Board authorize the vacation 
of a portion of Right of Way along CSAH 17 in Winnebago Township that is no longer needed 
due to project SAP 28-617-04. 
 
Background 
A portion of CSAH 17, near and east of Engen Rd, was realigned in 1976.  One of the results of 
this realignment is that a portion of the old CSAH 17 Right of Way is no longer needed for 
highway purposes.  This portion of the old Right of Way can be vacated and turned back to the 
adjacent property owners, per the turnback areas indicated on Exhibit A. 
  
Alternatives 

• Vacate the portion of the old Right of Way for CSAH 17 that is no longer required 
• Vacate a smaller portion of unneeded Right of Way 
• Take no action and keep Right of Way as currently configured 

 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the County Board approve the attached resolution and authorize the 
vacation of the unneeded portion of the CSAH 17 Right of Way.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Brian K. Pogodzinski 
Houston County Engineer 
 
cc: Donna Trehus, Houston County Auditor-Treasurer 
 Eric Schmitt, Houston County Surveyor 
 Jeff Babinski, Houston County Administrator 



       
RESOLUTION NO. 20-54 

 
VACATE COUNTY EASEMENT ALONG CSAH17 

 IN VICINITY OF ENGEN ROAD 
 

November 10, 2020 
 

 WHEREAS, CSAH 17 was relocated and altered and opened for travel, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, CSAH 17 as relocated and altered took the place and serves the same 
purpose as the portion of old CSAH 17 as referenced in Project SAP 28-617-04 construction plan 
set, Sheet 5 of 34, between stations 74+113 and 90+00, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Board may, according to Minn. Stat. 163.11, when a newly 
established, relocated, or altered County Highway is opened for travel which takes place of and 
serves the same purpose as any portion of another Country Highway, the County Board may 
vacate any such potion of highway by resolution, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, the vacation shall be subject to utility easements, if any, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 10, 2020, the Houston County Board, by majority vote, voted 
that pursuant to Minn. Stat. 163.11 it resolved to vacate the portion of old CSAH17 as referenced 
in Project SAP 28-617-04 construction plan set, Sheet 5 of 34, between stations 74+113 and 
90+00, and; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 
 

1. That the portion of former County Road 17 Easement as existing North and East of the 
Northeasterly Right-of-Way Line of present County State Aid Highway 17 Right-of-
Way, in the East ½ of Section 23, T101N, R6W, Winnebago Township, Houston County, 
Minnesota more particularly described as follows:  Beginning on the Northeasterly Right-
of-Way Line of CSAH 17, near the Northeast Corner of the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of said Section, Thence Easterly and Southeasterly to said 
Northeasterly Right-of-Way Line and there terminating.  EXCLUDING Engen Road 
Right-of-Way.  The said side lines are extended and shortened to match existing Right of 
Way lines, indicated as area of turnback on Exhibit A, shall be vacated pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. 163.11;.  

 
2. That the Houston County Board directs that this resolution shall be served personally on 

each occupant of land through which the vacated portion of highway passes; 
 

3. That this vacation shall not affect existing Easements therein except for any County 
Highway Easements which are hereby being vacated, nor shall it affect the authority of 
any persons, corporation, or municipality owning or controlling ingress/egress, electric 
poles or lines, telephone, gas, and sewer lines, or water pipes, mains, and hydrants, 



thereon or thereunder to continue maintaining the same or to enter upon such way or 
portion thereof vacated to maintain, repair, replace, remove, or otherwise attend thereto; 

 
4. That the Houston County Board directs that this resolution shall be posted for a period of 

at least ten (10) days in the Office of the Houston County Auditor-Treasurer; 
 

5. That the Houston County Board directs that a copy of this resolution together with proof 
of service and affidavit of posting shall be filed in the Office of the Houston County 
Auditor.  

 
***CERTIFICATION***** 

 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF HOUSTON 
 
 I, Jeff Babinski, do hereby certify that the above is true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by the Houston County Board of Commissioners at the session dated November 10, 
2020. 
 
 WITNESS my hand and the seal of my office this 10th day of November 2020. 
 
 
 
           
      Jeff Babinski, County Administrator 
 



1 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2019 163.11 

163.11 MS 1957 [Renumbered 441.265] 

163.11 POWERS RELATING TO IDGHWAYS. 

Subdivision 1. Resolution. County highways may be established, altered, vacated, or revoked by 
resolution of the county board. Any public highway within the county, other than a trunk highway, municipal 
state-aid street, or county state-aid highway, may be taken over as a county highway by resolution of the 
county board. 

Subd. 2. Contents of resolution. The resolution shall contain a description of the highway. In the case 
of a newly established highway or the alteration of a highway, the resolution shall also contain a description 
of the several tracts of land through which the highway passes, the names of all persons known by the board 
to be the owners and occupants of each tract, and a description of the right-of-way, if any, needed therefor 
from each tract and the interest or estate therein to be acquired. 

Subd. 3. Acquiring necessary property. All lands or properties needed for the establishment, location, 
relocation, construction, reconstruction, improvement, and maintenance of a county highway may be acquired 
by purchase, gift, or eminent domain proceedings as provided in chapter 117 and acts supplemental thereto, 
or as in section 163.12, subdivisions I to 10. 

Subd. 4. Vacation. When a newly established, relocated, or altered county highway is opened for travel 
which takes the place of and serves the same purpose as any portion of another county highway, the county 
board may vacate any such portion of the other highway by resolution. The board shall cause personal service 
of the resolution to be made upon each occupant of land through which the vacated portions passed and 
shall also post notice of the resolution for at least ten days. A copy of the resolution together with proof of 
service and affidavit of posting shall be filed in the county auditor's office. Within 30 days after the service, 
any person claiming to be damaged by the vacation may appeal to the district court of the county for a 
determination of damages by serving notice of the appeal upon the county board and filing same with proof 
of service in the office of the court administrator of the district court. The appeal shall state the nature and 
the amount of damages claimed. It shall be tried in the same manner as an appeal from an award in eminent 
domain proceedings. 

Subd. 4a. Designation as county cartway. A county board that has vacated a county highway under 
subdivision 4 may designate, as part of the vacating resolution, the former county highway as a county 
cartway. A highway designated as a county cartway is a county highway for purposes of this chapter, but 
the county board may not expend money from its road and bridge fund on the maintenance or improvement 
of a county cartway unless the county board determines that the expenditure is in the public interest. With 
the exception of the process provided in subdivision Sa, a county highway right-of-way that has been vacated, 
extinguished, or otherwise removed from the county highway system may not revert to a town. 

Subd. 5. Revocation and reversion; vacation by city or town. The county board, by resolution, may 
revoke any county highway. The highway shall thereupon revert to the town in which it is located; provided 
that any such revoked highway or portion thereof lying within the corporate limits of any city shall become 
a street of such city. Roads or streets or any portion thereof so revoked and turned over to the town or city 
may be vacated by the town or city in the same manner as other town roads or city streets are vacated. If the 
vacation occurs within one year after the revocation by the county, damages occasioned by the vacation 
shall be paid by the county out of its road and bridge fund. No award of damages shall be made by the town 
or city for such vacation without the concurrence of the county board, and no action brought to recover 
damages for the vacation shall be settled or otherwise disposed of without the consent of the county board. 

Copyright© 2019 by the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved. 

BrianP
Highlight



163.11 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2019 2 

The county board may defend any action brought to recover damages for the vacation in the same manner 
and to the same extent as in a proceeding to vacate a county highway. 

Subd. Sa. Hearing on reversion to town. Before adopting a resolution revoking a county highway that 
would revert in whole or in part to a town, the county board shall fix a date, time and place of hearing in the 
town where the highway is located to consider the revocation. Not less tban 30 days before the hearing, the 
county board shall serve notice of the hearing by certified mail on each member of the town board of 
supervisors. At the hearing the town board and all interested persons shall be entitled to be heard and express 
their views on the proposed reversion of the highway to the town. After the hearing the county board may 
adopt a resolution revoking the highway. The resolution revoking the highway shall not be effective until 
the following conditions are met: 

(1) the county has completed repairs or improvements on the highway that are necessary to meet the 
county standards for a comparable road in the county in which the town is located; and 

(2) the county has properly recorded with the county recorder all county interest in real estate used for 
the highway. 

Subd. Sb. Revoked highway; maintenance. A county highway that is revoked by a county board to a 
town under tbis section shall be maintained by the county for a period of two years from the date of revocation. 

Subd. 6. Prior acts confirmed. Any prior action taken by any county board revoking any county highway 
and turning over such highway to any township as a town road is hereby recognized and confirmed. 

Subd. 7. Extinguishing interest in abandoned highway. (a) The county board may by resolution and 
without other action pursuant to this section or other law disclaim and extinguish a county interest in a county 
highway if: 

(I) the interest is not a fee interest; 

(2) the interest was established more than 40 years earlier; 

(3) the interest is not recorded with the county recorder; 

( 4) no highway improvement has been constructed on a right-of-way affected by the interest; and 

(5) no highway maintenance on a right-of-way affected by the interest has occurred within the last 40 
years. 

(b) The resolution shall be filed and recorded with the county auditor and recorder, and with the local 
governing body of any organized township or municipality. 

Subd. 8. Extinguishing interest in highway abutting public water; notice. Not less than 30 days 
before the hearing on any resolution to vacate, disclaim, or extinguish a county highway or an interest in a 
county highway that terminates at or abuts upon any public water, the county board shall serve notice of the 
hearing by certified mail on the commissioner of natural resources. The notice under this subdivision is for 
notification purposes only and does not create a right of intervention by the commissioner of natural resources. 

Subd. 9. Transfer of jurisdietion over county highway. Notwithstanding subdivision 5, the county 
board may transfer jurisdiction and ownership of a county highway to another road authority, an agency of 
the United States, an agency of the state, or to an Indian tribe upon agreement between the county and the 

Copyright© 2019 by the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved. 
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authority, agency, or tribe to which the transfer is beiug made. Subdivision 5a provides the exclusive method 
of county highway reversion to towns. 

ffistory: 1959 c 500 art 4 s 11; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1978 c 460 s 1; 1978 c 674 s 60; 1980 c 402 s 1; 
1983 c 125 s 1; 1985 c 169 s 3,4; 1986 c 444; 1Sp1986 c 3 art 1 s 82; 1989 c 183 s 2; 1994 c 436 s 1; 
1Sp2003 c 19 art 2 s 16,17 

Copyright© 2019 by the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved. 





 
HOUSTON COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
1124 East Washington Street 

Caledonia,  MN 55921 
TEL (507) 725-3925   FAX (507) 725-5417 

 
Brian K. Pogodzinski, Houston County Engineer 

 

 
Date:  November 10, 2020 
 
TO:  XXX 
 
Notice to Vacate / Abandon unneeded Right of Way  
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
  
In accordance with Minn. Statutes 163.11, when a newly established, relocated, or altered County 
Highway is opened for travel which takes the place of and serves the same purpose as any portion 
of another county highway, the county board may vacate any such portion of the other highway 
by resolution.   
 
In 1976, a portion of Houston County State Aid Highway 17 was realigned and the remainder of 
the old roadway section was obliterated, but the County right-of-way was retained.   
 
At the ______________ Houston County Board of Commissioners meeting, a resolution was 
passed vacating a portion of the County State Aid Highway 17 right-of-way that was obliterated 
in 1976.  A copy of the resolution and sketch of vacated road is enclosed. 
 
A copy of the resolution together with proof of service and affidavit of posting will be on file in 
the county auditor-treasurer’s office.  Within 30 days after the service, any person claiming to be 
damaged by the vacation may appeal to the district court of the county for a determination of 
damages by serving notice of the appeal upon the county board and filing same with proof of 
service in the office of the court administrator of the district county.  The appeal shall state the 
nature and amount of damages claimed. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Brian K. Pogodzinski 
Houston County Engineer 
 
cc: Donna Trehus, Houston County Auditor-Treasurer 
 Eric Schmitt, Houston County Surveyor 
 Jeff Babinski, Houston County Administrator 













































































 

Department Service Fee
General Fees Copies (letter or legal size) - B/W, under 100  $.25 per printed page
General Fees Copies (letter or legal size) - B/W, over 100 $.25 per printed page and actual employee time
General Fees Copies (letter or legal size) - Color $1.00 per printed page

General Fees
Employee time:compile and retrieve public data 
data.  (See note above ref. MN Statute 13) *No 
charge for private subject data

$26.45 per hour (billed for actual time, in 15-min 
increments.  Requestor will be provided a cost estimate, 
50% must be remitted prior to commencing the research 
project.

General Fees Scanning, Copying, and e-mailing

11x17                          $2.00
18x24                          $9.00
22x34                          $10.00
24x36                          $11.00
Larger than 24X36    $4.00 per foot

General Fees E-mailing plats (22x34) $10.00 
General Fees Minimum mailing charge $1.00 
General Fees Non-Sufficient Funds (NSF) $30.00 per check
Attorney Copies of discovery documents See general fees….plus $5.00 per CD

Auditor/Treasurer Certificate as to taxes & taxable property
$200 per certificate
- $100 extra for top 25 taxpayers

Auditor/Treasurer Confession of Judgement $80 per judgment
Auditor/Treasurer Copy of Financial Statement $10 per year
Auditor/Treasurer Copy of Township and Cities Officer List $5 per year
Auditor/Treasurer Delinquent Tax Publication Fee $30 per publication
Auditor/Treasurer Tax Increment Financing set Up $225 per district
Auditor/Treasurer Tax Increment Financing annual maintenance $125 per district
Auditor/Treasurer Administration & collection of special assessments $1.35 per assessment per year

Auditor/Treasurer Tax Certificates

$5 per parcel plus:
$5 for special assessments
$5 for delinquent taxes
no maximum charge

Auditor/Treasurer Escrow Account Maintenance $5 per parcel
Auditor/Treasurer Revenue Recapture Processing Fee $30 
Auditor/Treasurer NSF Check fee $30 
A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Fireworks Permit $25 per event

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Beer License/On Sale $50 per year

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Beer License/Off Sale $50 per year

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Liquor License/On Sale $1200 per year

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Liquor License/Off Sale $115 per year

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Liquor License/Sunday $50 per year

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Wine License $250 per year

The following fee schedule was adopted by the Houston County Board of Commissioners on Sep 24, 2019 and is effective on 1 Nov 2019.  This fee 
schedule is not exhaustive since the Board of Commissioners may adopt or change fees in various formats that may not be reflected here.  Note: Unless 

you contact the County, all overpayments of five dollars or less will not be refunded and will be receipted as "miscellaneous" to improve efficiency and 
cost effectiveness.  Additionally, the County will waive charges if the cost to provide the data is less than the cost to process the payment.

Note: General fees for data collection and copies are governed by MN Statute 13, Data Practices, and the type of data and subject of data requested 
will determine the fees chargable by the County to recover costs for responding to data requests.  There are no fees for inspecting data.

Houston County Fee Schedule



A/T Licenses and 
Permits

1 to 3 Day 3.2 Beer License $10 per event

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

1 to 4 Day Liquor License $25 per event

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Tobacco License $100 per year

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Auctioneer $20 per year

A/T Licenses and 
Permits

Transient Merchant/Peddler's License

$25 Application Fee (Non Refundable)
$25 per individual 7 Day Transient Merchant License
$75 per individual 30 Day Peddler License
$75 per individual 30 Day Canvasser/Solicitor

Highway Department County Maps

$3
$5.25 mailed
$8.50 for two mailed
$3 per map, plus actual postage for additional

Highway Department Address Sign - New Address $150 
Highway Department Address Sign - reuse sign/post $75 
Highway Department Charge for cutting culverts 20 per 1/2 hr of time
Highway Department Permit for Over dimension Load $25 per trip; $100 annual permit
Highway Department Permit for Work within ROW $20 
Highway Department Permit for Special Event Road Closure $20 

Highway Department
Entrance Permit (policy of 2 loads of rock being 
furnished by County is continued)

$350 residential/field
$450 street/commercial/farm yard

Highway Department Mailbox installation $75 plus cost of materials

Highway Department Message Board Signs
$100 Set up plus
$20 per day per sign

Highway Department Inventory Items cost + 15%

Highway Department
Chloride Dust Mitigation Application
*Applies to property owners long CSAH roads

$220 for 250' of frontage applied
$360 for 400' of frontage applied

Highway Department Driveway Permit

$50 (temporary access, no rock inc.)
$175 (revised/extension or improvement to an 
entrance/driveway, includes 10 cyds of rock upon 
satisfactory completion

Human Services Child Care Licensing (background study required)
$50 initial
$100 2-yr renewal

Public Health Vaccines (fee fluctuates to match cost)

$TBD Influenza regular
$TBD Influenza high dose
$100 Adult Hepatitis B
$80 Adult Tdap
Contact PH office for other immunization fees - uninsured 
and underinsured individuals can receive MNVAC vaccine 
(free from the State) for an administrative fee of $20 to 
$30, waivable if individual is unable to pay

Public Health Radon Testing Kit
$10 if picked up 
$12 if mailed

Recorder Real Estate Documents $46 
Recorder Plats $56 
Recorder Referencing more than 4 documents $10 per reference after 4
Recorder Conforming Copy $2 
Recorder Deed Tax & Mortgage Registration Tax See Treasurer's fees
Recorder Abstract - Typed Entry $5 
Recorder Abstract - Exhibit $1 
Recorder Abstract - STL/FTL Certificate $5 per name
Recorder Abstract - Judgement Certificate $5 per name

Recorder
Abstract - Tax Certificate per PIN each for Auditor 
and Treasurer

$5 

Recorder Landshark Access

$50 for initial Set-up fee
$50 for Level 1 (1-250 pages per mo.)
$100 for Level 2 (251-500 pages per mo.)
$200 for Level III (501-1000 pages per mo.)

Recorder Real Estate Research Fee $26.45 per hour



Recorder Tract Search - limited, uncertified, 1 PIN $40 plus copies
Recorder Copies by staff $2 per page
Recorder E-mailed copies $2 per page
Recorder Digital copies $2 per page
Recorder Fax $5 first page, $2 per page after
Recorder Certified Copy $10 per document
Recorder Expedite Fee $30 per request
Recorder Passport Photos (2) $15 (includes tax)

Recorder Vitals - Birth Certificate

$26 for certified copy
$19 for additional certified copy requested at same 
time/same person
$13 non-certified copy

Recorder Vitals - Certificate of No Birth Record on File $16 

Recorder Vitals - Death Certificate/Fetal Death Report

$13 for certified copy
$6 for additional certified copy requested at same 
time/same person
$13 non-certified copy

Recorder Vitals - Certificate of No Death Record on File $13 
Recorder Genealogy Research $20 per hour

Recorder Marriage License

$115 per license
$40 per reduced fee license
$20 to correct/reprint any marriage paperwork
$9 for certified Marriage Certificate

Recorder Ordination Papers recording fee $20 

Recorder Notary Commission
$20 recording fee
$20 name/address change
$5 for Notary Certification

Recorder Extended Hours Staff Fee $50 per hour (if staff is available)
Recorder Abstractor's Continuation Certificate $75 
Recorder Abstractor's Original Certificate $100 
Recorder O & E Report (Includes Deed Copy) $75 
Recorder O & E Report (2 owner, includes deed copy) $100 
Recorder 40 year search $150 plus copies
Sheriff's Office Advance Fee: Writ of Execution $95 
Sheriff's Office Advance Fee: Writ of Recovery $150 
Sheriff's Office Advance Fee: Lien Sales $100 

Sheriff's Office Advance Fee: Vehicle Seizures
$300 from Attorney
$500 Pro Se

Sheriff's Office
Civil Process Service
 - Personal Service/Non-Service
 - Posting

$85 (5 attempts max) per person

Sheriff's Office Writ of Execution Levy Fee (employer/bank) 15
Sheriff's Office Writ of Execution Sale $100 
Sheriff's Office Commission of Execution 5% of total collected
Sheriff's Office Mechanic Lien Sale $100 
Sheriff's Office Sheriff's Sale (Mortgage Foreclosure $100 
Sheriff's Office Cancellation of Sheriff's Sale $50 
Sheriff's Office Postponement of Sheriff's Sale $10 
Sheriff's Office Redemption Fee $250 
Sheriff's Office Writ of Replevin $50 plus deputy time
Sheriff's Office Writ of Restitution $50 plus deputy time
Sheriff's Office Deputy time/Escort $85 per hour, per deputy (2hr min)

Sheriff's Office Permit to Carry
$65 County Resident
$100 Out of State
$35 Military/Law Enforcement

Sheriff's Office Permit to Carry Renewal
$ 45 County Resident
$75 Out of State
$30 Military/Law Enforcement

Sheriff's Office Criminal History Check (local records only) $10 
Sheriff's Office Copy of Police Report $.25 per page
Sheriff's Office Copy of Video $25 per DVD



Sheriff's Office Copy of Photos
$10 per CD
$2 per page (4 photos per page)

Sheriff's Office Fax Fee
$5 for 1-10 pages
$.25 per additional page

Sheriff's Office Transcription $50 per hr (2hr min)
Sheriff's Office Fingerprint Card $5 per card
Sheriff's Office Jail Fee - Pay for Stay Prisoners $30 per day
Sheriff's Office Jail Fee - Weekender Prisoners $90 

Sheriff's Office Jail Fee - Out of County Prisoners
$60 per day (single)
$55 per day (single, contract rate)
$100 per day (Special Supervision Detainee)

Sheriff's Office Jail - Booking Fee $10 
Sheriff's Office UA Tests $15 

Sheriff's Office Dangerous Dog

$200 Initial
$50 Annual Renewal
$15 Warning Symbol
$15 Dangerous Dog Tag
$50 per hour - Hearing Officer

Surveyor
Survey work for private sector, cities and 
townships

$65 per hour for County Surveyor
$50 per hour for Assistant County Surveyor

Surveyor County-wide aerial imagery (digital) $525, includes county-provided storage device
Surveyor Registered land surveys $80 plus $5 per tract

Surveyor Plat Review

$150 per plat and/or condo plat
plus $15 per lot and/or condo unit
- Incomplete applications may be charged hourly rate for 
review at County Surveyor's discretion

Environmental 
Services

Zoning Permit - Accessory Building or Accessory 
Addition

$.15/sf, max charge $300

Environmental 
Services

Zoning Permit - Dwelling or Addition
$400 (included deck, porch, attached garage)
$150 for additions

Environmental 
Services

Septic Permits

$200 for holding tank
$375 for Type I <2,500 gpd
$400 for Type III
$500 for Type IV
$400 for homeowner install holding tank
$750 for homeowner install non-holding tank
$500 for>2,500 gpd
$100 for modifiction of existing ISTS

Zoning Public Hearing - Variance $500 
Zoning Public Hearing - Zoning Appeal $500 
Zoning Public Hearing - Conditional Use Permit $700 
Zoning Public Hearing - Interim Use Permit $700 
Zoning Public Hearing - Rezone $700 
Zoning Public Hearing - Ordinance Amendment $700 

Zoning Soil Erosion Control Plan
$80 for Type I
$160 for Type II
$240 for Type III

Zoning E911 Address Assignment $50 

Zoning Wetland Permits
$150 for no loss or exemption
$300 for replacement or banking

Zoning Noxious Weed Control $20 per Pesticide Applicator Test 

Solid Waste and 
Recycling

Refuse (household garbage)
$2 per 30 gal bag or under
$2.50 per 45 gal bag
$2 min 

Solid Waste and 
Recycling

Demo/non-household
$.15 per lbs. or
$18 per c.y.

Solid Waste and 
Recycling

Large Household Items
$.15 per lbs. or
$18 per c.y.

Solid Waste and 
Recycling

Tire Disposal

$2 per auto tire plus $4 if on rim
$10 per semi/large truck/implement tire
$20 per tractor tire



Solid Waste and 
Recycling

Appliance 

$0 per item/residential
$20 per item/business
$20 per item/camper (gas or ammonia) 
plus
$50 per item if uncleaned

Solid Waste and 
Recycling

E-waste
$0 residential
$.35 per lb/business

Solid Waste and 
Recycling

Mattresses & Box spring
$5 per mattress if clean/recyclable
$15 per mattress if wet/soiled/unrecyclable

Solid Waste and 
Recycling

Hauler's License $50 per year

Wildcat Park Seasonal Rates
$300 per month/$1500 per season
plus tax and actual cost of electricity with
$275 electricity deposit required

Wildcat Park Monthly Rate $425 per month
Wildcat Park Electric Sites $40 per night
Wildcat Park Primitive Sites $20 per night, per tent
Wildcat Park Shelter Rental $50 per day, plus $50 deposit

Wildcat Park Boat Launch Fee
$5 per day
$25 per season
$100 non-compliance fine

Wildcat Park Non-Camper overnight parking fee
$5 per night (pre-paid)
$25 per night non-compliance fine



Project Name: Houston County Highway Department Facility 
Date: October 22, 2020

American Buildings Company El Paso, IL 384,010.00$            
APX Construction Group Mankato, MN 540,300.00$             Metallic Building 

Greystone Construction Company Shakopee, MN 574,200.00$            
Legacy Building Solutions South Haven, MN 305,112.00$             Incomplete bid - did not include foundation 
Structures Unlimited Stratford, WI 240,610.00$             Incomplete bid - did not include foundation 

Legacy Building Solutions South Havel, NN (22,121.00)$             
Greystone Construction Company Shakopee, MN 48,680.00$               

Fraser Construction Co Rochester, MN 974,770.00$            
Zenke, Inc. La Crescent, MN 1,325,000.00$        
Nadeau Companies LLC Hampton, MN 1,581,000.00$        

Bidders

 Base Bid NotesWork Category Bidders

13B: Fabric Covered Steel 
Framed Storage Building 

(Supply & Install)

Work Category Bidder Location  Base Bid Notes

Bid Results

NotesWork Category Bidders Bidder Location  Base Bid 

13A: Pre-Engineered Metal 
Building (Supply Only)

Notes

31A: Sitework

Work Category Bidders Bidder Location

Alternate 13B: (1) 145' x 
110' Building in lieu of (2) 

72' x 110' Buildings

 Base Bid 

Bidder Location

Wieser Brothers General Contractor, Inc. | 200 Twilite Street La Crescent, MN 55947
www.wieserbrothers.com | Office 507.895.8903 | Fax 507.895.8438



Fraser Construction Co Rochester, MN 10.00$                          Per cubic yard 
Zenke, Inc. La Crescent, MN 10.50$                          Per cubic yard 
Nadeau Companies LLC Hampton, MN 12.00$                          Per cubic yard 

Fraser Construction Co Rochester, MN 12.00$                          Per cubic yard 
Zenke, Inc. La Crescent, MN 13.30$                          Per cubic yard 
Nadeau Companies LLC Hampton, MN 19.00$                          Per cubic yard 

Nadeau Companies LLC Hampton, MN 12.00$                          Per ton 
Fraser Construction Co Rochester, MN 14.00$                          Per ton 
Zenke, Inc. La Crescent, MN 18.00$                          Per ton 

Work Category Bidders Bidder Location  Base Bid Notes

Notes

Work Category Bidders Bidder Location  Base Bid Notes

Unit Price 2: Compacted Fill

Work Category Bidders Bidder Location  Base Bid 

Unit Price 3: Recycle CMU 
Block

Unit Price 1: Excess 
Excavation

Wieser Brothers General Contractor, Inc. | 200 Twilite Street La Crescent, MN 55947
www.wieserbrothers.com | Office 507.895.8903 | Fax 507.895.8438



Client:   Houston County Highway Shop
Project Name:   Maintenance Facility
Project Location:   Caledonia, MN
Date:   October 22, 2020

Professional Services Schematic Design
8/28/2020

Bid Package #1         
10/22/2020 Notes

Architectural/Structural/Civil Design 255,750.00$                          255,750.00$                       HSR with MEP Design 
General Conditions 379,486.00$                          379,486.00$                      
Building Permits 2,000.00$                               2,000.00$                           
Bonding 51,489.00$                             54,843.00$                         
Builder's Risk Insurance 31,622.00$                             34,348.00$                         
Special Inspections and Testing 30,000.00$                             45,000.00$                         

Subtotal - Professional Services 750,347.00$                       771,427.00$                   -$                                    

Site Construction/Development Schematic Design
8/28/2020

Bid Package #1         
10/22/2020 Notes

Excavation/Backfilling/Site Utilities/Grading 525,000.00$                          974,770.00$                       Fraser 
Soil Stabilization- Rammed Piers 75,000.00$                             
Existing Building Demolition 60,000.00$                              Fraser 
Surveying and Layout 15,000.00$                             15,000.00$                         
Asphalt Paving 241,675.00$                          276,774.00$                       Includes asphalt paving in one (1) fabric structure 
Gravel Surface 45,000.00$                              Fraser 
Exterior Concrete 42,957.00$                             59,635.00$                         
T Panels - Storage Area 25,800.00$                             25,800.00$                         
Chain Link Fencing 75,250.00$                             75,250.00$                         
Landscaping 20,000.00$                             20,000.00$                         
Sheriff's Impound Building 30,000.00$                              Relocation by Houston County 
Salt/Sand Storage - Hoop Structure 400,000.00$                          574,200.00$                       Greystone 

Subtotal - Site Construction/Development 1,555,682.00$                    2,021,429.00$               -$                                    

Bid Package #1

Wieser Brothers General Contractor, Inc. | 200 Twilite Street La Crescent, MN 55947
www.wieserbrothers.com | Office 507.895.8903 | Fax 507.895.8438



Building Construction Schematic Design
8/28/2020

Bid Package #1         
10/22/2020 Notes

Cast-in-Place Concrete 426,136.00$                          446,360.00$                      
Architectural Pre Cast Panels/Hollow Core Plank 165,525.00$                          175,899.00$                      
Concrete Masonry Units 50,422.00$                             62,346.00$                         
Metal Fabrications/Structural Metal Stud Framing 51,477.00$                             73,256.00$                         
Rough Carpentry and In Wall Blocking 70,777.00$                             70,777.00$                         
Plastic Laminate Casework and Countertops/Vanities 31,627.00$                             32,205.00$                         
Thermal Insulation 36,469.00$                             8,116.00$                           
EPDM/Membrane Roofing 43,200.00$                             44,800.00$                         
Metal Wall Panels 22,835.00$                             22,835.00$                         
Expansion Control and Caulking 23,691.00$                             23,691.00$                         
Hollow Metal Doors and Frames with Hardware 78,057.00$                             90,195.00$                         
Overhead Sectional Doors with Operators 54,000.00$                             72,000.00$                         
Aluminum Entrances and Windows 29,578.00$                             44,728.00$                         
Metal Stud Framing/Gypsum Board 131,891.00$                          142,321.00$                      
Finish Flooring/Base 43,200.00$                             43,200.00$                         
Acoustical Tile Ceilings 21,600.00$                             14,700.00$                         
Interior Paint 30,670.00$                             34,312.00$                         
Specialties/Toilet Compartments/Fire Extinguishers 12,078.00$                             11,425.00$                         
Exterior Signage 15,000.00$                             15,000.00$                         
Entrance Canopies 15,000.00$                              Included in Metals and EPDM Roofing 
Window Blinds 5,700.00$                               4,500.00$                           
Pre Engineered Buidling and Insulation 1,061,295.00$                       1,094,003.00$                   
Overhead Crane 80,000.00$                             80,000.00$                         
Fire Suppression System 150,000.00$                          180,000.00$                       Added $30,000 for fire pump 
Plumbing 150,000.00$                          180,000.00$                       Includes $30,000 for pump station 
HVAC 261,600.00$                          261,600.00$                      
Electrical 450,000.00$                          454,000.00$                      

Subtotal - Building Construction 3,511,828.00$                    3,682,269.00$               
Total Construction Budget 5,817,857.00$                    6,475,125.00$               

Contingency of 5% 290,893.00$                          323,757.00$                      
Contractors Fee of 1.25% 76,360.00$                             84,987.00$                         

Total Construction Budget with Contingency 6,185,110.00$                    6,883,869.00$               

Wieser Brothers General Contractor, Inc. | 200 Twilite Street La Crescent, MN 55947
www.wieserbrothers.com | Office 507.895.8903 | Fax 507.895.8438 Page 2 of 3



Owner Direct Costs Schematic Design
8/28/2020

Bid Package #1         
10/22/2020 Notes

Truck Wash Equipment 35,000.00$                             35,000.00$                         
Vehicle Lift 40,000.00$                             40,000.00$                         
Brine Equipment 50,000.00$                             50,000.00$                         
Fuel Equipment 25,000.00$                             25,000.00$                         
Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment 120,000.00$                          120,000.00$                      Includes $20,000 for wiring equipment
Moving Expenses 20,000.00$                             20,000.00$                         

Subtotal- Owner Direct Costs 290,000.00$                       290,000.00$                   

Total Construction Budget 6,475,110.00$                    7,173,869.00$               

Wieser Brothers General Contractor, Inc. | 200 Twilite Street La Crescent, MN 55947
www.wieserbrothers.com | Office 507.895.8903 | Fax 507.895.8438 Page 3 of 3



FARM LEASE 
THIS AGREEMENT, made this 20th day of October by and between "Houston 

County", party of the first part, Lessor; and Jamison Burg, party of the second part, Lessee; of 
the County of Houston, State of Minnesota. 
   

WITNESSETH, that the said party of the first part, in consideration of the rents and 
covenants hereinafter mentioned, does hereby demise, lease and let unto the said party of the 
second part, and the said party of the second part does hereby hire and take from the said 
party of the first part, the following described premises situated in the County of Houston, and 
State of Minnesota, viz: 
 

17.63 acres more or less, of cropland owned by Houston County located 
adjacent to the runway at the Houston County Airport, being in Section 
36‐102‐6 (Please refer to highlighted area on the attached map for a 
more specific depiction of the leased premises). 
(Tax Parcel #P.03.1003.000) 

 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, the above rented premises unto the said second party, their 

heirs and assigns, subject to the conditions and limitations hereinafter mentioned beginning on 
the 15th day of April 2021, with the terms of this Lease ending the 31st day of December 2025. 
 

And the said second party agrees to and with the said first party to pay as rent for the 
above‐mentioned premises, for and during the full term of this Lease, the annual sum of 
  Two thousand, two hundred, twenty‐one and 38/100‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ($  2,221.38  ) 
at Caledonia, Minnesota in yearly installments to wit: 
 

Payment due in full at the Houston County Auditor's Office, 304 South 
Marshall Street, Suite 116, Caledonia, MN 55921 on or before April 15 of 
each year. Checks should be made payable to: Houston County Treasurer 

 
It is further understood that the Lessee shall be responsible for payment of all real 

estate/personal property taxes on said parcel of property. 
 

And it is further agreed, by and between the parties as follows: That should the said 
second party fail to make the above mentioned payments as herein specified, or to pay any of 
the rent aforesaid when due, or fail to fulfill any of the covenants herein contained, then and in 
that case said first party may re‐enter and take possession of the above rented premises, and 
hold and enjoy the same without such re‐entering working a forfeiture of the rents to be paid 
by the said second party for the full term of this lease. That if said second party remains in 
possession of said premises after the expiration of the term for which they are hereby leased, 
such possession shall not be construed to be a renewal of this lease, but to be a tenancy at the 
will of the said first party, which may be terminated upon ten days notice, given by the said 
first party in writing, either delivered to second party or sent to him in a sealed envelope, duly 



stamped and directed to him at 
       Burg’s LLC – Jamison Burg, 9230 County 14, Caledonia, MN  55921         
which is hereby declared by said second party to be his usual Post‐office address. Said notice 
must be given following the removal of that years' crop or December 31st , whichever happens 
first. 
 

And that said second party also covenants and agrees to and with the said first party, 
not to assign this lease or underlet the above rented premises or any part thereof, without first 
obtaining the written consent of the said first party and that he will at the expiration of the 
time as herein recited, quietly yield and surrender the aforesaid premises to the said first party, 
his heirs or assigns, in as good condition and repair as when taken, reasonable wear and tear 
and damage by the elements alone excepted. Said second party also covenants and agrees to 
limit the use of the land to low level (4' or less) crops; to cultivate the hereby leased premises in 
as careful and husband‐like manner. 
 

The party of the second part is also to destroy all thistles and other noxious weeds 
growing on said land, declared by statute to be common nuisances, within the times prescribed 
by law, and shall keep all roadways and other parts of the land, not in crop, mowed and free 
from growing weeds. And the first party or his agent shall have the right to enter upon said 
premises at any time, without injury to the standing crops, for the purpose of making any 
improvements, or to prepare for the succeeding crop, or for any other purpose whatsoever. 
 

And the said first party covenants that the said second party, on paying the rent and 
performing the covenants aforesaid, shall peacefully and quietly have, hold and enjoy the said 
remised premises and the said second party agrees to utilize the cropland thereon for the term 
aforesaid. In the event of any rents due hereon being collected by suit, the second party 
further agrees to pay all expenses which may be incurred thereby. 
 

As security for the payment of the rents herein specified and the faithful performance 
and strict fulfillment of all the covenants of said second party in this lease contained, said 
second party does hereby grant a security interest to said first party in all crops grown or 
growing on said premises during the term of this lease and in product s and contract rights with 
respect thereto and all proceeds of each. Upon any default on the part of the said second party 
in paying said rent or in performing any of the covenants of this lease, and at any time 
thereafter, said first party shall have, in addition to the rights and remedies granted hereby, all 
rights and remedies of a secured party under the Uniform Commercial Code or other applicable 
law, and said first party may require said second party to assemble said property and make it 
available to said first party at a place to be designated by said first party that is reasonably 
convenient to both parties. Expenses of retaking, holding, preparing for sale, selling and the 
like, shall include the reasonable attorney's fees and legal expenses of said first party. 
 

Lessor hereby reserves the right to terminate this lease by giving Lessee 30 day's written 
notice. Lessor shall only terminate this lease if Lessor determines that it would utilize the 
premises for any purpose other than cropland. Upon termination, Lessee shall have the 



absolute right to remove any and all crops planted for that crop year or receive reasonable 
damages for loss of the crop for that crop year, so long as Lessee planted any crops. After 
removal of the crops or payment of reasonable damages, the Lessor's and Lessee's rights under 
this Lease Agreement shall terminate and neither party may seek additional damages thereof. 
 

Words used in this instrument in the masculine gender include the feminine and neuter, 
the singular number includes the plural and the plural the singular. 
 
 
Additional Terms: 

The location and height of crops relative to Part 77 Obstruction Surfaces Areas 
to be kept free of any crops or farming equipment include the Transitional 
Surface, Runway Safety Area, Object Free Area and the Obstacle Free Zone. 
 
In the event that the Lessee damages any airport surfaces, including but not 
limited to the causing of ruts in soft turf, leaving Foreign Object Damage (FOD} 
on airport ramps or taxiways, etc., the Lessee shall be solely responsible for any 
and all damages and the cost of repairs. Any repairs not immediately made by 
the Lessee may be made by the County and billed to the Lessee. Should the 
lessee fail to reimburse Houston County for the cost of repairs, the Lessee 
hereby agrees that the County shall have the right to assess the cost of the 
repairs on the Lessee's real estate taxes. 
 
 
It is further understood that agricultural crops have a potential for attracting 
birds and other wildlife which may pose a hazard to aircraft. If birds or other 
wildlife become a problem because of agricultural operations on the airport, 
the FAA expects that the airport operator/owner immediately initiate remedial 
action.  A non‐certificated airport will be considered as having a wildlife problem 
if wildlife activity is significant enough to cause or result in a multiple bird strike, 
engine ingestion, or a damaging collision with wildlife other than birds. If a 
wildlife problem develops, the county engineer will arrange for a site visit by a 
wildlife biologist from either the USDA Animal Damage Control or the State 
wildlife agency. The site visit will determine if the wildlife problem is a result of 
agricultural crops and will recommend remedial measures to help alleviate the 
hazard. This remedial action may include the temporary or complete 
termination of the agricultural operation. If the above mentioned scenario does 
result in termination of the agricultural operation, the Lessee shall immediately 
plow under all crop residue and harrow the area smooth, and Houston County 
will reimburse the Lessee for the cost of the crops lost. 

 
 
 
 



 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, both parties have hereunto set their hands the day and year 

hereinbefore written. 
 
 
LESSEE 
 
 
               
Jamison Burg 
 
LESSOR 
 
 
               
Houston County Board of Commissioners 
By: Eric Johnson 
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