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HOUSTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BOARD MEETING 
AGENDA 

9:00, October 6, 2020, County Board Room, Historic Courthouse 
 

*****The meeting will be accessible to public participants via our conference call line at 312-626-6799 and 
entering meeting ID: 92340219031 and password 402926.  Public attendees are requested to mute their line 

until addressed.**** 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
(Routine business items enacted by one unanimous motion.  Commissioners may request moving items 
on the consent agenda to the Action Item list if they desire discussion before taking action.) 
   

1) Approve Claims, Human Service & License Center disbursements. 
2) Approve Resolution 20-49 Aquatic Invasive Species 
3) Affirm the following personnel actions: 

i. Auditor/Treasurer 
1. Hire Celeste Abbot as a casual/temporary (67-days) employee at a 

wage of $13.68/hr.  
ii. Sheriff’s Office 

1. Accept the resignation of Jordan J. Rooker, Lead Jailer, effective at the 
end of his shift on October 24, 2020 and thank him for 6 years of 
service to the residents of Houston County. 

2. Approve a search for a Lead Jailer and Jailer (only one hire). 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
 

1) Consider approving property tax abatements For Justin Meyer and Charles Littel. 
(Cresswell) 

2) Consider denying property tax abatements For Jerry Holter and Molly Coughlin. 
(Cresswell) 

 
9:10 Closed Session – Closed Session pursuant to MN Stat. 13D.05, Subd. 3, (b) Attorney/Client 
Privilege – MAPE Grievance  

Jeffrey Babinski 
County Administrator 



 
9:30 Closed Session – Closed Session pursuant to MN Stat. 13D.03, Subd. 1, (b) “to consider 
strategy for labor negotiations, including negotiation strategies or developments or discussion and 
review of labor negotiation proposals.”  
 
ADJOURN 
 

HOUSTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
WORKGROUP SESSION 

AGENDA 
9:50, October 6, 2020, Room 219, Historic Courthouse 

*****The meeting will be accessible to public participants via our conference call line at 312-626-6799 and 
entering meeting ID: 92340219031 and password 402926.  Public attendees are requested to mute their line 

until addressed.**** 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
WORKGROUP SESSION 
1. CARES Act funding update 



MINNESOTA· REVENUE CR-PTA 

Application for Property Tax Abatement 
For Taxes Levied in Tax Year(s): ---:~::-0_,_, ________ _ 

d',);l.() And Taxes Payable in Year(s): 
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Applicant Information 
Last Name 

Meyer 

First Name 

Justin 

Middle Initial 

L 

Property Address 

19767 Balentine Rd 

City 

Caledonia 

State 

MN 
Zip code 

55947 
County 

Houston 

Parcel ID or legal description of property (from tax statement or va luation notice) 

16.0091.000 

School District Number 

#299 

Applicant's Statement of Facts 
If the assessed value is being contested, list approximate market value. 
Land Structures Total 

67000 130700 197700 

If taxes, penalties, Interest, or costs which are now a lien against the real estate are being contested, list below. 

Year Type (taxes, penalty, interest, or cost) I Amount Contested Amount Paid 

Expla in why the above amount has not been paid 

Year Type (taxes, penalty, interest, or cost) Amount Contested Amount Paid 

Explain why the above amount has not been paid 

Year Type (taxes, penalty, interest, or cost ) Amount Contested Amount Paid 

Explain why the above amount has not been paid 

Total Amount Contested I Portion of total amount contested you are willing to pay 

Explain why you think this settlement is fair and reasonable 

1- l)) V/ I st; fJ'J' w t1 5 ~11 t.1 (} r r ,( C' l ( ~ ~ ,/.,rv1 {)I/ e cf -h-OIYI 

Signature of Applicant 
Applicant requests that the portion of the contested amount in excess of said sum offered should be abated, canceled 
and refunded. This statement is a true and full statement of all facts known to the applicant relative to this matter. 

Date 

0 
Note: 609.41, "Whoever, in making any statement. oral or written, which is required or authorized by law to be made as 
a basis 1mpos1ng, reducing, or bat ing any tax or assessment, intentionally makes any statement as to any material matter which the maker of the 
statement knows 1s false may be sentenced, unless otherwise provided by law, to imprisonment for not more than one year or to payment of a tine of 
not more than $3,000.00, or both." 

Use of Information 
In order to be considered for abatement, you must file this form. 
The information on this form will be used to properly ident ify you and determine if you qualify for abatement of property taxes under M.S. 270C.86 or 
270C.34. Your Social Security number is required. If you do not provide the required information, your application may be delayed or denied. Your 

\Rev. 10113, County Assessor may also ask for additional verification of qualifications. Your Social Security number is considered private data. 

PRIVACY INFORMATION 
REMOVED



For Office Use Only 
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I , the undersigned county auditor, hereby certify the following amounts are the..,~lues and taxes currently on our 
records. . 

Market Va lue 
Year Land Improvements Total 1axes Penalties interest costs Total 

Certifications of Approval 

Signature Date 

County Board of Commissioner's Action (to be completed by County Auditor) 

D Approved D Denied 

Signature I Date 

Certifications of Final Approval 
(complete only for approved abatements; to be completed by County Auditor) 

I certify that the approval of this abatement will result in the following changes: 

Total Tax, Penalty, and Interest$ _______ _ Proposed Penalty Reduction $ _______ _ 

Proposed Tax Reduction $ _______ _ Total Proposed Reduction $ _______ _ 

Proposed Interest Reduction$ _______ _ Total Amount Payable $ _______ _ 

Upon payment of$ ________ by the applicant, all taxes. penalties, interest, and costs above in excess of the payment 
amount are abated and cancelled, and the payment will be accepted as a full settlement. 

This approval was granted by the county board as an official action of that body or by the county auditor under a delegation from the 
board and has been entered upon the records of the county as a public record showing the names of the taxpayers, other concerned 
persons, and the amounts. 

Signature of County Auditor I Date 

The Commissioner of Revenue may grant these reductions or abatements of inequitable or unjust taxes. penalties, interest or special 
assessments not yet paid, and order the refund of taxes, penalties, interest or special assessments that have been erroneously or 
unjustly paid.(M.S. 270C.86, Subd. 1) Upon the favorable recommendation of the local officials, as certified above, the Commissioner 
of Revenue approves the abatement of the following amounts: 

Proposed Penalty and Interest Reduction $ 

Proposed Tax Reduction $ 

Total Proposed Reduction $ 

Signature of Commissioner or Delegate Date 

Signature of Commissioner or Delegate Date 



CR-PTA 

Appllcant Information _____ _ 

~ Last arny/ ~ 
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Applicant's Statement of Facts 
If the assessed value Is being contested, fist approximate market value. 

La:d ~ -- I Structures __ __ Total 

If taxes, penalties, Interest, or costs which are now a lien against the real estate are being contested, list below. 

Year _ I Type (taxes, penalty, interest, or cost) Amount Contested Am_o_u_n_t _P-al_d _ _ _ 

Explain why the above amount has not been paid 

Year Type (taxes, penalty, interest , or cost) Amount Contested Amount Paid 

Explain why the above amount has not been paid 

Year 1 Type (taxes, penalty~ nterest, or cost)_ j ~mount Contested I Amount Paid 

j 
Explain why the above amount has not been paid 

Total Amount Cont-ested - ----- ·- I Portion oftotal amount contested you are wllllng topay 

Explain hy you think this settlement is fair and reasonable / 
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Signature of Applicant 
Applicant requests thar the portion of the contested amount in excess of said sum offered should be abated, canceled 
and refunded. This sratem is a true and fulls ment o all facts known to the applicant relative to this matter. 

, n~t re of App~1can _ _ _ _ JDatT uJ ) 3 ~ ~ O 
Note· Minnesota Statutes, Section 609.41. "Whoever. in making any statement. oral or ~ritten. which 1s required or autho~ law to be made as 
a basis of imposing. reducing, or abating any tax or assessment. mtenttonally makes any statement as to any material matter which the maker of the 
statement knows 1s false may be sentenced. unless otherwise provided by law, to Imprisonment for not more than one year or to payment of a f,ne of 
not more than $3.000.00. or both." 

Use of Information 
In order to be considered for abatement, you must file this form. 
The information on this form WIii be used to properly Identify you and determine 1f you qualify for abatement of property taxes under M.S. 270C.86 or 
270C.34. Your Social Security number 1s required. If you do not prO\lide the required information, your application may be delayed or denied. Your 

<Rov. 101131 County Assessor may also ask for adelitional verification of qualificat10ns. Your Social Security number 1s conside,ed private data. 

PRIVACY INFORMATION 
REMOVED



For Office Use Only 
I, the undersigned county auditor, hereby certify the following amounts are the values and taxes currently on our 

records. 

ear 
Market Value 

--a-n~-~ 1-mprovements ------iaxes enalt1es - - -- -·1-------
----____ .._ ____ _,_ __ _ 

L_ 

--"--=~ =± = 
Certifications of Approval 

Interest Costs , _ Total 

I 

---=t 
For th is abatement to be granted by l.h Commissioner of Revenue, It must have been carefully Investigated and receive the favor• 

atlo of (i) either th as essor or the county treasurer; (II) the county auditor; and (Ill) the county board. 

Signature 

County Board of Commissioner's Action (to be completed by County Auditor)-

• Approved D Denied 

Signature r Date 

Certifications of Final Approval 
(complete only for approved abatements; to be completed by County Auditor) 

I certify that the approval of this abatement will result In the following changes: 

Total Tax, Penalty, and Interest $ Proposed Penalty Reduction $ ____ _ 

Proposed Tax Reduction $ _ Total Proposed Reduction $ ____ _ 

Proposed Interest Reduction $ ______ _ Total Amount Payable $ __ 

Upon payment or$ ____ by the applicant, all taxes, penalties, interest, and costs above in excess of the payment 
amount are abated and cancelled, and the payment will be accepted as a full settlement. 

This approval was granted by the county board as an official action of that body or by the county auditor under a delegation from the 
board and has been entered upon the records of the county as a public record showing the names of the taxpayers, other concerned 
pors0'4s, ;;nd--t ho ;imounts. 

Signature of County Auditor I Date . 

The Commissioner or Revenue may grant these reductions or abatements of 1nequ1table or unjust taxes, penalties. interest or specia l 
assessments not yet paid, and order the refund of taxes, penalties, Interest or special assessments that have been erroneously or 
unJustly paid.(M.S. 270C.86, Subd. 1) Upon the favorable recommendation of the local officials, as certified above, the Commissioner 
of Revenue approves the abatement of the following amounts: 

Proposed Penalty and Interest Reduction $ _ ______ _ 

Proposed Tax Reduction 

Total Proposed Reduction 

Signature of Commissioner or Delegate 

Signature of Comm issioner or Delegate 

$ 

$ ____ __ _ 

Date 

Date 



















   
 
 

   
RESOLUTION NO. 20-49 

 
AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES PREVENTION AID 

 
October 6, 2020 

 WHEREAS, 2014 Session Law Chapter 308 enacted by the Legislature provides Minnesota counties a County 
Program Aid grant for Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) prevention. The amount designated for each county is based on the 
number of watercraft trailer launches as well as the number of watercraft trailer parking spaces within each county. 
Houston County was allocated $22,755 for 2021 and years following (5 watercraft trailer launches and 50 watercraft 
trailer parking spaces), and 

 WHEREAS, the legislation requires that Houston County must establish, by resolution or through adoption of a 
plan, guidelines for the use of the proceeds which are to prevent the introduction or limit the spread of aquatic invasive 
species at all access sites within the county, and 

 WHEREAS, the county may appropriate the proceeds directly or may use any portion of the proceeds to 
provide funding to a soil and water conservation district in the county, for a joint powers board or cooperative agreement 
with another political subdivision, a watershed district in the county, or a lake association located in the county. Any 
money appropriated by the county to a different entity or political subdivision must be used as required under this section, 
and 

 WHEREAS, the county must submit a copy of its guidelines for use of the proceeds to the Department of 
Natural Resources by December 31 of the year the payments are received, and 

 WHEREAS, maintaining an ongoing effort to inform the public of resource needs, resource impairments and 
resource protection matters has been identified as the most important tool in addressing water resource concerns in the 
Houston County Water Plan, the fight against Aquatic Invasive Species is included in this educational effort and will 
continue to be a cornerstone of Houston County's Water Plan. 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Commissioners of Houston County, Minnesota 
designate oversight of Houston County's AIS prevention efforts to the Root River Soil and Water Conservation District 
and delegates to them the responsibility to prepare, implement and report annually a plan to allocate the funding in 
accordance with the above legislation. 

*****CERTIFICATION***** 
STATE OF MINNESOTA, COUNTY OF HOUSTON 
 
 I, Jeff Babinski, do hereby certify that the above is true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the 
Houston County Board of Commissioners at the session dated October 6, 2020. 
 
 WITNESS my hand and the seal of my office this 6th day of October 2020. 
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