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HOUSTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BOARD MEETING 
AGENDA 

9:30, February 25, 2020, County Board Room, Historic Courthouse 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 
APPROVE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 - February 11 - Board Meeting 
 - February 18 – Workgroup Session 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
(Routine business items enacted by one unanimous motion.  Commissioners may request moving items 
on the consent agenda to the Action Item list if they desire discussion before taking action.) 
   

1) Approve Claims, Human Service & License Center disbursements. 
2) Affirm the following personnel actions: 

i. Public Health and Human Services 
1. Accept the resignation of Sandra Ask, Eligibility Worker, effective the 

end of the business day May 8, 2020 and thank Sandra for over 14 
years of service to the residents of Houston County. 

2. Initiate a competitive search for an Eligibility Worker, AFSME B23. 
ii. Sheriff’s Office 

1. Hire Patricia Goetzinger-Krall as a probationary Jailer/Dispatcher, 
B23-2, Step 1, effective March 16, 2020, conditioned upon successful 
completion of background check. 

2. Change the classification status of Holly Gleason from Administrative 
Assistant B21, Step 5, to Administrative Assistant B22, Step 5, 
retroactive to January 1, 2020 (Banding change due to evolution of job 
duties over time) 

 
ACTION ITEMS  
 

Jeffrey Babinski 
County Administrator 



1) Consider approval of Service Agreement with Dynamic Lifestyle Innovations for 
recycling of e-waste collections. (Lacher) 

2) Consider approval of budgeted hook truck purchase for Solid Waste and Recycling 
Programs. (Lacher) 

3) Consider approval of CUP for J & C Farms, Inc. (Lacher) 
4) Consider approval of CUP Amendment for J & C Farms, Inc. (Lacher) 
5) Consider approval of Service Agreement with MNDHS for MFIP. (Pugleasa) 
6) Consider approval of SEMCAC Service Agreement for Transportation. (Pugleasa) 
7) Consider appointment of Brad Hoscheit to the Extension Committee. 
8) Consider approval of 2019 Feedlot Financial Report, Annual Report, and Discrepancy 

List. (Meiners) 
 
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  
1) Administrator Updates 
2) Commissioner Reports & Comments 

 
CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENT 
ADJOURN 
 
REMINDERS 
 



  HOUSTON COUNTY  
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

February 25, 2020  
 
Date Submitted:    02.20.2020   
By:  Tess Kruger, HRD/Facilities Mgr. 
 
APPOINTMENT REQUEST - NONE 
 
CONSENT (HR requests) 
Public Health & Human Services 

• Accept the resignation of Sandra Ask, Eligibility Worker, effective the end 
of the business day of 05/08/2020 and thank Sandra for over 14 years of 
service to the residents of Houston County 

• Initiate a competitive search for an Eligibility Worker, AFSCME B23 
 
Sherriff’s Office 

• Hire Patricia Goetzinger-Krall, as a probationary Jailer/Dispatcher, B23-2, 
Step 1, effective 03/16/2020, conditioned upon successful completion of 
background check 

• Change the classification status of Holly Gleason from Administrative 
Assistant B21, Step 5, to Administrative Assitant B22, Step 5 retroactive to 
01/01/2020. (Banding change due to evolution of job duties over time) 
 

Reviewed by: X 
County 
Administrator     

County 
Attorney        

Zoning 
Administrator 

  X Finance Director  
County 
Engineer       X 

Environmental 
Services 

    IS Director     

Other 
(indicate 
dept) 

PHHS 
Sheriff    

                   
 
Recommendation:                   

 

Decision:                   
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Minnesota State Program Service Agreement 

 
   Parties: 

Recycler: Dynamic Lifecycle Innovations 
Customer: Houston County 

Pricing: 
Minnesota State 

Program See attached pricing table section F 

Program Year: July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 
 
This agreement, on the 12th day of February, 2020 is entered into by and between 
Houston County, 304 South Marshall Street, Room 202, Caledonia, MN 55921 
(hereafter referred to as “CUSTOMER”) and Dynamic Lifecycle Innovations., N5549 
County Road Z, Onalaska, WI 54650 (hereafter referred to as “DYNAMIC”).  
 
CUSTOMER hereby engages DYNAMIC to recycle CUSTOMER’s electronics for end-
of-life recycling and asset reuse/recovery, and DYNAMIC agrees to be so engaged, to 
collect and handle CUSTOMER’s electronic waste for processing and final disposition. 
 
Now, therefore, it is agreed as follows: 
 
A. Definitions  
 
For the purpose of this Agreement the following definitions shall apply:  

 
"Collector" means a public or private entity that receives covered electronic devices 
from households and arranges for the delivery of the devices to a recycler. 

 
"Program Year" means the period from July 1 through June 30. The first program year 
was 2007. 

 
"Computer" means an electronic, magnetic, optical, electrochemical, or other high-
speed data processing device performing logical, arithmetic, or storage functions, but 
does not include an automated typewriter or typesetter, a portable handheld calculator 
or device, or other similar device. 

 
"Covered electronic device" means computers, including tablet computers and laptop 
computers, peripherals, facsimile machines, DVD players, video cassette recorders, 
and video display devices that are sold to a household by means of retail, wholesale, or 
electronic commerce. 

 
"Household" means an occupant of a single detached dwelling unit or a single unit of a 
multiple dwelling unit located in this state, who has used a video display device at a 
dwelling unit primarily for personal use. 
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"Peripheral" means a keyboard, printer, or any other device sold exclusively for external 
use with a computer that provides input or output into or from a computer. 

 
"Recycler" means a public or private individual or entity who accepts covered electronic 
devices from households and collectors for the purpose of recycling. A manufacturer 
who takes products for refurbishment or repair is not a recycler. 

 
"Television" means an electronic device that is a cathode-ray tube or flat panel display 
primarily intended to receive video programming via broadcast, cable, or satellite 
transmission or video from surveillance or other similar cameras. 

 
"Video display device" means a television or computer monitor that contains a cathode-
ray tube or a flat panel screen that is marketed by manufacturers for use by households. 
Video display device does not include any of the following: 

(1) a video display device that is part of a motor vehicle or any component part of a 
motor vehicle assembled by, or for, a vehicle manufacturer or franchised dealer, 
including replacement parts for use in a motor vehicle; 
(2) a video display device, including a touch-screen display, that is functionally or 
physically part of a larger piece of equipment or is designed and intended for use in 
an industrial; commercial, including retail; library checkout; traffic control; kiosk; 
security, other than household security; border control; or medical setting, including 
diagnostic, monitoring, or control equipment; 
(3) a video display device that is contained within a clothes washer, clothes dryer, 
refrigerator, refrigerator and freezer, microwave oven, conventional oven or range, 
dishwasher, room air conditioner, dehumidifier, or air purifier; or 
(4) a telephone of any type. 
 

“Salvage item” means any item which has been completely or partially torn apart and 
the valuable inside components have been removed. 
 
B. Exhibit Term  

 
The term of this Agreement is Twelve (12) Months, commencing on March 25, 2020 and 
ending on March 24, 2021.  Any renewals shall be agreed upon by both parties within 
Sixty (60) days of the contract termination period.   
 
C. Obligations of Customer: Central Appliance Recyclers 

 
CUSTOMER will provide DYNAMIC eligible electronics (as specified below) starting 
03/25/2020.  CUSTOMER guarantees DYNAMIC that all pounds are collected from 
Minnesota Consumers and are sent to DYNAMIC for recycling.  Minnesota eligible 
electronics include the following; “covered electronic devices” (CEDs), which includes  
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any Minnesota household or consumer-sourced video display devices, consumer 
computers (including tablets and laptops) and peripherals, consumer facsimile 
machines, DVD players and video cassette recorders.  In the event that CUSTOMER 
sends Non-Program or Business electronics, CUSTOMER agrees to be charged at 
DYNAMIC’s Standard pricing. CUSTOMER must notify DYNAMIC and clearly 
designate, at time of scheduling drop off/pick up, what is program eligible/non 
program eligible. DYNAMIC is to retain all program eligible recycling credits. 

 
CUSTOMER shall separate all electronic waste to be recycled, by material type as 
specified in the pricing section, sorted on to Skid Pallets/Gaylord containers, and make 
necessary arrangements to store and receive packaging materials (Gaylord 
containers/Skid Pallets) to facilitate the collection of electronic material. To ensure safe 
transport, all material must be secure and stable before picked up by DYNAMIC.  
DYNAMIC will provide packaging guidelines to CUSTOMER upon request.  In no event 
will CUSTOMER place Hazardous Waste in or on such packaging materials.  
(Hazardous waste is defined as any radioactive or pathogenic item, asbestos, or 
any item containing hazardous chemicals which pose a health risk to DYNAMIC’s 
employees, other than those which are normally and routinely contained within 
the electronic devices to be recycled.) 

 
CUSTOMER guarantees that all electronics are collected in compliance with all 
applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and ordinances, including but not 
limited to the Minnesota Electronics Recycling Act (115A.1310). 
 
CUSTOMER agrees to adhere to all of the terms and conditions of this agreement and 
to pay invoices for services applicable for the recycling of electronic waste provided to 
DYNAMIC. 
 
D. Obligations of Recycler: Dynamic Lifecycle Innovations 

 
DYNAMIC shall respond via email or phone to request(s) for pick-ups and/or load 
deliveries from CUSTOMER within two (2) business days and provide confirmation of 
said pick-up requests, if applicable, within three (3) business days.  
 

 All requests should be sent via email to: orderrequests@thinkdynamic.com. 
Request should include a bill of lading with the number of skids to be picked up, 
along with the weight, any supplies needed in return, and any specific 
dates/times/special instructions for the trucking. Bill of Lading should also 
describe the origin of the shipment. 

 
DYNAMIC shall inspect the shipment and delivery receipt upon acceptance of an 
electronic load to ensure that the receipt accurately reflects the shipment documentation 
created by CUSTOMER. DYNAMIC shall inspect any “Skid Pallets/Gaylord Containers”, 
when applicable, to confirm that the correct recycling materials have been received, 
sorted, and not tampered with prior to its delivery to DYNAMIC’s processing facility. 

mailto:orderrequests@thinkdynamic.com
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Please note that all loads will be settled based off DYNAMIC’s weights when the 
material is received.  

 
DYNAMIC agrees to process and recycle electronic material, all in accordance with 
applicable federal, state and local regulations.  DYNAMIC also agrees to provide a 
Certificate of Recycling which will indicate the processing of each load by weight & 
electronic subcategory.  The certificate will indicate date electronic devices were 
delivered to DYNAMIC, the material category with weight in pounds, and any special 
notes on DYNAMIC’s letterhead. Each Certificate of Recycling shall include a statement 
equal or comparable to: Dynamic Lifecycle Innovations certifies that the following 
shipment of materials was managed and recycled in accordance with all applicable 
Federal, State, Local Regulations and pursuant with the official written agreement 
between CUSTOMER and DYNAMIC.  
 
E. Insurance, Licenses and Permits 

 
DYNAMIC is responsible for, and will abide by, all federal, state, and local laws and will 
maintain all necessary licenses and permits. DYNAMIC will maintain, at a minimum, all 
insurance and proof of financial responsibility at levels applicable to industry standards, 
including (without limitation) pursuant to section 287.17(8)(c) and (d), Wis. Stat. 

 
DYNAMIC will keep in affect a pollution liability policy of $5,000,000.00 per occurrence.  

 
During the term of this Agreement, DYNAMIC will keep a surety bond with the State of 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources named as the beneficiary, guaranteeing 
the funds for their executed closure plan. The surety bond and closure plan are on file 
and can be provided per CUSTOMER’s request.  

 
DYNAMIC shall, after execution of the Agreement, provide proof of Responsible 
Recycling © (R2) or E-Stewards and International Organization for Standardization 
(ISO) 14001 certifications upon request of CUSTOMER. DYNAMIC shall continue to 
achieve all R2 or E-Stewards and ISO 14001 standards and provide, within thirty (30) 
days of the request of CUSTOMER, documentation or right to audit DYNAMIC records, 
to assure continued conformance with any provisions of R2 or E-Stewards or ISO 
14001 certifications. Per request, within thirty (30) days, DYNAMIC shall provide results 
of annual R2 or E-Stewards audit to CUSTOMER. 

 
F. Pricing 
 
The terms of this contract are valid if executed within Sixty (60) days of this contract 
being drafted.  
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End of Life Recycling Services – MN Program Rates 
CRT Televisions  Charge $0.165/lb. 
LCD Televisions Charge $0.165/lb. 
Projection & Wood Console Televisions Charge $0.165/lb. 
CRT Monitors Charge $0.15/lb. 
LCD Monitors  Charge $0.15/lb. 
Desktops/Laptops/Servers (Mixed) Credit $0.18/lb. 
Laptops (Separated) Credit $0.50/lb. 
Covered Electronic Devices or CEDs (Mixed: Desktop Printers, Fax 
Machines, DVD Players, VCRs & Keyboards) Charge $0.05/lb. 

Covered Desktop Printers & Fax Machines (Separated) Charge $0.03/lb. 
End of Life Recycling Services – Non-Program Rates 
Miscellaneous Electronic Devices (Stereos, Stereo Speakers, Gaming 
Consoles, Small Household Appliances, etc.) Charge $0.14/lb. 

Floor Copiers  Charge $0.08/lb. 
Microwaves Charge $0.05/lb. 
Refrigerant-Containing Appliances Charge $10.00/unit 
Labor Rates 
Sorting for any electronics not sorted to the above categories or 
anything in packaging (i.e. small boxes or “blister” packaging) Charge $60.00/hr. 

Logistics Services Rates 
53’ Semi Availability Charged $275/load 

 
*Pricing is for whole-units. Electronics missing commodities are subject to price downgrades.* 

 
*Any and all material deemed as non-conforming will be charged at Dynamic’s current standard rates at Dynamic’s 

sole discretion.*  
 

 
G. Payment Terms and Invoicing 

 
All Statements and Certificates of Recycling from DYNAMIC will be emailed out upon 
completion of contracted recycling service, within thirty (30) business days of delivery. 
Payments shall be due thirty (30) days from the date of said invoice.  Any invoices not 
paid within such thirty (30) days shall bear interest at one and one-half percent (1 ½%) 
per month. 

 
H. Indemnification 

 
DYNAMIC shall indemnify, defend and hold CUSTOMER harmless, at all times, from 
and after the date of this Agreement against and with respect to all damages, losses, 
costs and expenses which CUSTOMER may suffer or incur in connection with: 
 

i. DYNAMIC’s failure to perform its obligations under Section D of this 
        Agreement. 

ii. The breach by DYNAMIC of any other agreement, representation, 
warranty, or covenant contained in this Agreement. 
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iii. The negligence or willful misconduct of DYNAMIC. 
 

CUSTOMER shall indemnify, defend, and hold DYNAMIC harmless at all times from 
and after the date of this Agreement against and with respect to all damages, losses, 
costs and expenses which DYNAMIC may suffer or incur in connection with: 
 

iv. CUSTOMER failure to perform its obligations under Section C of this 
Agreement. 

v. The breach by CUSTOMER of any other agreement, representation, 
warranty, or covenant contained in this Agreement. 

 
I. Termination  

 
Upon mutual agreement, parties may terminate this Agreement on thirty (30) calendar 
days’ written notice, or if prior to such action, the other party materially breaches any of 
its representations, warranties or obligations under this Agreement. Except as may be 
otherwise provided in this Agreement, such breach by either party will result in the other 
party being responsible to reimburse the non-defaulting party for all costs incurred 
directly as a result of the breach of this Agreement, and shall be subject to such 
damages as may be allowed to the fullest extent of the law in regards to the costs of 
enforcing this Agreement.  
 
J. Assignment 

 
No assignment by either party of any rights or the delegation of any duties under this 
Agreement shall be binding upon the other party unless the other party’s written consent 
has been obtained.  
  
K. Notices 

 
All notices which are required to be given or which may be given pursuant to the terms 
of this Agreement, shall be in writing and shall be sufficient in all respects if delivered, or 
mailed by registered or certified mail, postage pre-paid or sent by commercial expedited 
delivery services as follows:  
 

If to DYNAMIC:  
 Attn: Jason Schott 
 Vice President of Sales 
 Dynamic Lifecycle Innovations 
 N5549 County Road Z, Onalaska, WI 54650 
 

If to CUSTOMER: 
 Attn: Aaron Lacher 
 Houston County 
 304 South Marshall Street, Room 202, Caledonia, MN 55921    
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L. Waiver 
 

Except as expressly provided in this Agreement, waiver by either party, or failure by 
either to claim a breach of any provision of this Agreement, shall not be a waiver of any 
breach or subsequent breach of the same or a similar provision.   

 
M. Binding Effect 

 
This Agreement shall be binding upon and adhere to the benefit of the parties hereto 
and their respective heirs, executors, legal representatives, successors and permitted 
assigns. 

   
N. Severability  

 
If any provision of this Agreement shall be held to be illegal, invalid, or unenforceable, 
that provision shall be enforced to the greatest extent permissible so as to affect the 
intent of the parties hereto, and the legality, validity, and enforceability of the remaining 
provisions shall in no manner be affected or impaired thereby.  If necessary to affect the 
intent of parties, the parties will negotiate in good faith to amend this Agreement to 
replace the illegal, invalid or unenforceable provision with a legal, valid and enforceable 
provision which, as closely as possible, will reflect such intent.   
 
O. Force Majeure 

 
Notwithstanding any other provision contained in this Agreement, if either party is 
delayed or prevented from performing its obligations under this Agreement by any 
cause beyond its reasonable control including, but not limited to, acts of God, war or 
other public disorder, governmental laws or orders, strikes or labor disturbances, the 
unavailability of labor or fuel, or other failure or delays of transportation which by 
exercise of due diligence, either party could not be expected to avoid.  In such instances 
that party's performance shall be suspended or excused without damages, cost or 
penalties while such cause exists. The party whose performance is affected by any of 
these occurrences shall use its best efforts to overcome the event and shall have a 
reasonable time after cessation of the event to commence its performance. 
 
P. Governing Law 

 
This agreement shall be governed, construed, and enforced in accordance with the laws 
of the State of Wisconsin, without regard to its conflicts of laws rules.  
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Q. Representation of Authority 
 

Each of the undersigned hereby represents and warrants that: (a) such party has all 
requisite power and authority to execute this Agreement; (b) the execution and delivery 
of this Agreement by the undersigned, and the performance of its terms thereby have 
been duly and validly authorized and approved by all requisite action required by law; 
and (c) this Agreement constitutes a valid and binding agreement of the undersigned, 
enforceable against each of them in accordance with the terms of the Agreement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By signing the document below, both parties agree to the terms set forth above. 

 

Date: _____________________    Date: _____________________ 

_____________________________    _____________________________ 
Jason Schott       Name:     
Vice President of Sales      Representing CUSTOMER 
Dynamic Lifecycle Innovations     Houston County 

 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY: This contractor and subcontractor shall abide by the requirements 
of 41 CFR §§ 60-1.4(a), 60-300.5(a) and 60-741.5(a). These regulations prohibit discrimination against qualified 
individuals based on their status as protected veterans or individuals with disabilities, and prohibit discrimination 

against all individuals based on their race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. Moreover, these regulations require 
that covered prime contractors and subcontractors take affirmative action to employ and advance in employment 

individuals without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, protected veteran status or disability. 

AaronL
Typewritten Text



End of Life Recycling Services – MN Program Unit 2017 Rate
CRT Televisions lb. 0.165$        
LCD Televisions lb. 0.165$        
Projection & Wood Console Televisions lb. 0.165$        
CRT Monitors lb. 0.14$           
LCD Monitors lb. -$             
Desktops/Laptops/Servers (Mixed) lb. (0.18)$         
Laptops (Separated) lb. (0.50)$         
Covered Electronic Devices or CEDs (Mixed: Desktop Printers, Fax Machines, 
DVD Players, VCRs & Keyboards) lb. 0.05$           
Covered Desktop Printers & Fax Machines (Separated) lb.
End of Life Recycling Services – Non-Program Unit 2017 Rate
Miscellaneous Electronic Devices (Stereos, Stereo Speakers, Gaming Consoles, 
Small Household Appliances, etc.) lb. 0.08$           
Floor Copiers lb.
Microwaves lb. 0.02$           
Refrigerant-Containing Appliances unit 10.00$        
Labor Unit 2017 Rate
Sorting for any electronics not sorted to the above categories or anything in 
packaging (i.e. small boxes or “blister” packaging) hr.
Logistics Services Unit 2017 Rate
53’ Semi Availability load 250.00$      



2020 Rate Change
0.165$        -$         
0.165$        -$         
0.165$        -$         

0.15$           0.01$       
0.15$           0.15$       

(0.18)$         -$         
(0.50)$         -$         

0.05$           -$         
0.03$           0.03$       

2020 Rate Change

0.14$           0.06$       
0.08$           0.08$       
0.05$           0.03$       

10.00$        -$         
2020 Rate Change

60.00$        60.00$     
2020 Rate Change

275.00$      25.00$     



Houston County 

Agenda Request Form 
 

This form is not intended for the general public. It is intended for use by county department heads, 

representatives of other governmental units or vendors/agencies who contract with Houston County. 

Members of the public may address the Board during the Public Comment Period. (See Policy for Public 

Comment Period). 

 
Date Submitted: 2/20/2020  

 
 
 

Person requesting appointment with County Board: Aaron Lacher 

 
Will you be doing a power point or video presentation:   Yes X No    

 
Issue:  Requesting Board approval for the purchase of a 2020 Freightliner M2 106 SA, and a 2020 Galbreath 
Hooklift. Purchases will be made utilizing State of Minnesota cooperative purchasing ventures (i.e. state bid) 
#124640 and #152164 respectively.  This is a budgeted expense. Cost of equipment is as follows: 
 

2020 Freighliner M2 106 SA  $    80,340  

Truck Sales Tax (estimate)  $      5,222  

Galbreath U13-HK-120 
Hooklift, Installed 

 $    32,473  

Plate & Title (estimate)  $            50  

  $  118,085  
 
 
 

Attachments/Documentation for the Board's Review: Quotes and brochures for both units are attached.  
 

 
Justification:  The new truck and hook will replace an existing 2007 Ford Sterling Acterra, and a Steller hook 

believed to be from the 1980s. The existing truck was purchased used in 2009, and an existing hook was 

installed on it. The truck has 107,224 miles as of August 2019.  

This truck is used to transport roll-off containers for fiber (i.e. cardboard and paper), rigids (i.e. bottles and 

cans), mattresses, and electronic waste to and from the five drop sites, the recycling center, and to vendors 

in La Crosse, WI. It is estimated the current hook has moved 80,000+ containers in its lifetime. While a 

durable item, the existing hook has been re-welded numerous times, most recently in December of 2019, 

when a rear container roller assembly broke. All components have begun corroding, and the hook itself is 

bent and elongated. In the past year, $6,400 in repairs were required for the truck, including a new radiator, 

fuel pump, water pump, dash gages, and replacement of various piping and hosing components. Issues 

continue with the brake system air tanks, the cabin floor is beginning to rust through, the exhaust system 

needs replacing, the ignition switch periodically does not work, and the electrical system has needed periodic 

work. The truck collided with a deer in December 2019, resulting in damage to the grill, fender and headlight 

assembly; and an insurance claim is being processed. The proposal is to sell the existing truck and hook as a 

unit after receiving a replacement.  

The truck was selected with input from Environmental Service drivers and Houston County DOT. The County 

previously purchased this same model, in 2017. Having two Freightliner M2s in the fleet will maximize staff 

familiarity with the model, and will provide routine maintenance efficiencies.  The hook  

 



 
 
 
 

Action Requested: Motion to approve the purchase of a 2020 Freightliner M2 106 SA, and a 2020 Galbreath 
Hooklift per the quotes provided.  

 
 
 

 
For County Use Only 

 

 
Reviewed by: 

 
County Auditor 

  
County Attorney 

  
Zoning/Environmental Service 

 Finance Director  County Engineer  HR/Personnel 

 IS Director  Other (indicate dept)   

 
Recommendation: 

     

 
 
 
 

Decision: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All agenda request forms must be submitted to the County Auditor by 4:00 p.m. on Monday in 

order to be considered for inclusion on the following week's agenda. The Board will review all 

requests and schedule appointments as appropriate. 









Figure 1

Galbreath is a Wastequip brand.  Wastequip is the leading North American manufacturer of waste and recycling equipment for collecting, processing and transporting recyclables and solid or liquid waste. 
© Wastequip 2017 All rights reserved. Specifications subject to improvement without notice. Equipment displayed should be operated by properly trained personnel. Operators should become familiar with OSHA, ANSI and any other applicable standards or laws for 
using this equipment. Improper use, misuse, or lack of maintenance could cause injury to people and/or property. Photos used in the literature are illustrative only. We assume no liability or responsibility for proper training/operation of equipment not manufactured by 
Wastequip. We reserve the right to make changes at any time without notice. Information contained within this literature is intended to be the most accurate available at time of printing.

GAL031-022018

Distributed by:

Minimum Truck Requirements (Single Axle)
Axle rating: U09 = 6,000 front / 12,000 rear; U13 = 8,000 front / 15,000 rear
Truck torque: 212 ft. lbs.
*The chart below is an example of how to calculate the chassis section modulus (RBM ∕ PSI = SM).  
Regardless of the frame YIELD and RBM, the min. SM must be 13.42 in³ or more per each frame rail.

Specifications (Single Axle) U09-HK-84 U09-HK-120 U13-HK-120 U13-HK-132 U13-HK-144

   Recommended Container Size – 1 6’ to 10’ 8’ to 12’ 10’ to 14’ or 12’ to 16’ 12’ to 16’ 12’ to 16’

Rated Hoist Capacity @ Hook Height 2 9,000 lbs 9,000 lbs 13,000 lbs 13,000 lbs 13,000 lbs

A – Max. Hook Height (Load/Unloading) ³,⁴ 86 5/16” 86 5/16” 91 7/8” 91 7/8” 91 7/8”

B – Max. Hook Height (Dumping) ³,⁴ 95 11/16” 104 5/16” 120 1/4” 120 1/4” 120 1/4”

C – Back of Cab to Hoist ⁵ 5” 8” 3 1/2” 3 1/2” 3 1/2”

D – Dump Angle (per recommended container range) ⁴ 600 - 500 640 - 460 560 - 420 490 - 350 490 - 350 

E – (CA) Cab to Axle ⁵ 84” 120” 120” 132” 144”

F – After Frame ⁶ 35” 35” 38 1/2” or 62 1/2” 50 1/2” 38 1/2” 

G – Hoist Length 116 1/4” 144 3/16” 155 or 179” 179” 179”

H – Frame Height ⁴ 42” or less 42” or less 42” or less 42” or less 42” or less

I – Hook Height 36 1/2” 36 1/2” 36 1/2” 36 1/2” 36 1/2”

Lift Cylinders - (2) dual acting 5” x 3” x 45” 5” x 3” x 45” 5” x 3” x 45” 5” x 3” x 52” 5” x 3” x 52”

Jib Cylinder - (1) dual acting 3” x 2” x 16” 3” x 2” x 16” 3” x 2” x 37” 3” x 2” x 37” 3” x 2” x 37”

Approximate Weight w/ Standard Features 2,060 lbs. 2,460 lbs. 2,758 lbs. 2,758 lbs. 2,758 lbs.

Cycle Times @ 1,500 RPM (PSI / GPM) 3,500 / 17.5 3,500 / 17.5 3,500 / 17.5 3,500 / 17.5 3,500 / 17.5

Extending Dump 26 sec. 26 sec. 30 sec. 30 sec. 30 sec.

Retracting Dump 17 sec. 17 sec. 19 sec. 19 sec. 19 sec.

Extending Jib 2 sec. 2 sec. 4 sec. 4 sec. 4 sec.

Rectracting Jib 1 sec. 1 sec. 2 sec. 2 sec. 2 sec.

Notes for Figure 1
When recommending container lengths, weight distribution, fender interference and overhang are factors. 
Please consult your local ordinances when determining the model of hoist needed to suit your container 
needs.

Factory tested with recommended container length and water level load.

Total maximum height will depend on the container and frame height. Consult engineering for clearance.

Frame Height = Top of truck chassis frame to ground. Using 17 1/2” & 22 1/2” tires. Any truck frame higher 
than 42” will change hoist capacities, dump angle and its ability to snatch onto the bar; consult engineering 
if higher than 42”.  Optimized dump angle is achieved with the following conatiners: 12’ on 120” CA and 14’ 
on 132/144” CA’s 

This distance does not allow for a behind the cab (BTC) oil reservoir, tarper platform and or room to add a 
tarper; must add space for those items.

Air ride suspensions require up to 25” minimum after frame.

1 

2

3

4

5

6

Note:  the single walled 120k psi with RBM less than 1,610,000 would not be acceptable because its SM 
would fall below the 13.42 in³ minimum specification (1,605,000 ∕ 120,000 = 13.38 in³).  For frames less than 
10” consult engineering.

Truck Channel Ht. RBM Yield (PSI) RBM/PSI = SM in3

10” or more 
(single wall) 1,610,000- 3,000,000 120,000 psi 13.42 in3 - 25 in3

10” or more 
(double wall) 1,500,000- 3,000,000 100,000 psi 13.42 in3 - 30 in3

Model Lift Bar 
Dia. Hook Ht. Bar to Hold 

Down
Hold Down 
Locations

Inside Sill 
Width

Outside Sill 
Width

Long Sill 
Ht.

A B C D E F G

U09 1 1/2” 36” 95 1/4” min. Inside 37 1/2” min. 41 1/2” max. 4 1/4” min.

U13 1 1/2” 36” 138” min. Inside 37 1/2” min. 41 1/2” max. 4 1/4” min.





This form is not intended for the general public. It is intended for use by county department heads, 
representatives of other governmental units or vendors/agencies who contract with Houston County.
Members of the public may address the Board during the Public Comment Period. (See Policy for Public
Comment Period). 

Date Submitted:

Person requesting appointment with County Board:

Issue:

Reviewed by: County Auditor County Attorney Zoning Administrator

Finance Director County Engineer Environmental Services

IS Director Other (indicate dept)

Recommendation:

Decision:

All agenda request forms must be submitted to the County Auditor by 4:00 p.m. on Monday in
order to be considered for inclusion on the following week's agenda.  The Board will review all 
reequests and determine if the request will be heard at a County Board meeting.

Justification:

Action Requested:

Houston County
Agenda Request Form

For County Use Only

4-Feb-20

Aaron Lacher

Approve 2 Conditional Use Permits: Curt Roverud - CUPs  1) CUP to amend CUP #284 for Mineral Extraction 
in an Ag District and 2) New CUP for Mineral Extraction in an Ag District both in Spring Grove Township.  
(CUPs were approved by the Planning Commission on January 30, 2020.)

Final Approval by the County Board.  (Agenda, Hearing Notices, Findings and Staff Reports are attached.)
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STAFF REPORT 
1/13/2020 
 

 
 

OVERVIEW 
REQUEST 
 
The request is to amend CUP No. 284. The amendment would decrease the approved acres from 52 to 29.45 
acres, and adjust property line setbacks. 
 
SUMMARY OF NOTEWORTHY TOPICS 
 
The applicant was issued CUP #284 for mineral extraction in 2008. The permit provides for a rock quarry on 
52 acres, and stipulates 100-200 foot setbacks from the southeast and southern property lines (Figure 1). The 
amendment request would reduce these setbacks to the standard 50 foot required by Ordinance, and cover the 
southern portion of the existing permit (Figure 2).  
 
An environmental assessment worksheet (EAW) was completed for this project and approved by Houston 
County in 2018 (enclosed). This process entailed an examination of various aspects of the project, and is 
meant to inform decision-makers as well as identify ways to protect the environment. Board Members should 
familiarize with the EAW, as the information it contains is germane to this request and will not be duplicated 
in this report.  

Application Date: 12/19/2019 
Hearing Date:  1/30/2020 
Petitioner: J & C Farms Inc  
Reviewer: Aaron Lacher 
Zoning: Ag Protection 
Address: 103 2nd Ave SE 
Township: Spring Grove 
Parcel Number: 130255001 
Submitted Materials: CUP Amendment Application, Mineral Extraction Application, EAW 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
Solid Waste  Recycling  Zoning 

304 South Marshall Street – Room 209, Caledonia, MN 55921   
Phone: (507) 725-5800  Fax: (507) 725-5590 

 

HOUSTON COUNTY  

Houston 
County 

National Leader 
in Recycling 
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Figure 1 2008 CUP Map 

 
 
 

 
Figure 2 Proposed CUP Map 
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The current application differs from the information submitted in the EAW in two ways. First, the EAW 
stated that reclamation will be done in accordance to the County Ordinance, which calls for 3 inches of 
topsoil to be provided for. The overburden removed from atop the rock is commonly preserved onsite for 
future reclamation. The applicant estimates that 45,000 cubic yards of overburden materials is available on 
this site, and it is calculated that 11,874 cubic yards of material are needed to achieve a 3 inch overlay. The 
reclamation plans submitted call for overburden material to be used to create berms buttressing the highway, 
and at the quarry entry. Any remaining material would then be spread on the quarry floor, however the 
applicant stops short of committing to providing a 3 inch overlay throughout.  
 
While the cubic yard quantities stated above suggest ample overburden is available, when this application is 
considered in conjunction with the concurrent application to the north, which has nearly a 5,000 cubic yard 
deficit if available overburden is to be relied upon, there is still sufficient material to provide for a 3 inch 
overlay on both sites. According to these calculations (Figure 3), a 3 inch overlay could be achieved while 
leaving 28,417 cubic yards of material for berm construction.  
 

  
North 
Site 

South 
Site Totals 

Estimated Available 
Overburden  5,000 CY 

45,000 
CY 

50,000 
CY 

Material Required 
for 3" Overlay 9,664 CY 

11,874 
CY 

21,583 
CY 

Figure 3 Overburden & Reclamation Estimates 
 
Second, the EAW states that reclamation will be ongoing such that the active quarry never exceeds 40 open 
acres. The present application does not provide for ongoing reclamation.  
 
Staff view these deviations from the EAW to be within the Board’s purview to accept during the permitting 
process. Regarding topsoil for reclamation, the calculations provided above suggest that there is ample 
material to provide for a 3 inch topsoil overlay. Regarding the sequencing of reclamation – ongoing or not—
this strategy is not believed to significantly change the project impact. 
 
 
TOWNSHIP AND NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENTS 
 
Spring Grove Township, the ten nearest property owners, and multiple state agencies were notified. MNDOT 
indicated no concerns with the application. Houston County DOT indicated the quarry is an important source 
of materials for County and Township projects. One letter of support was received from the public. One 
inquiry was received from the public.  
 
SITE CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Board Members should refer to the EAW for detailed information on site characteristics.  
 
EVALUATION 
 
Section 11.05 of the Houston County Zoning Ordinance requires the following: 
 
Subdivision 1. Findings. The Planning Commission shall not recommend a conditional use permit unless 
they find the following: 

1. That the proposed use conforms to the County Land Use Plan. 
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Staff Analysis: The Comprehensive Plan outlines various goals surrounding transportation, 
residential development, and agriculture. The materials produced by the quarry contribute to the 
achievement of these goals.   
 

2. That the applicant demonstrates a need for the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The materials produced by the quarry are needed for a variety of purposes. 
Comments were received from Houston County DOT emphasizing that this is one of the most active 
quarries in the County, and a commonly used location for asphalt and concrete plants during county 
or state highway projects.  
 

3. That the proposed use will not degrade the water quality of the County. 
 
Staff Analysis: There are no water features located on the area to be covered by this permit. There 
are two man-made ponds within the quarry site to the north. Stormwater is contained within the 
quarry floor. Runoff from adjacent agricultural fields will not be permitted to flow into the quarry. 
No chemical storage is proposed beyond gasoline/diesel fuel.  

 
4. That the proposed use will not adversely increase the quantity of water runoff. 

 
Staff Analysis: All stormwater is contained within the quarry floor.  
 

5. That soil conditions are adequate to accommodate the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The site contains limestone (Decorah Shale & Platteville) suitable for processing into 
stone products. The limestone is overlayed with approximately 15’ of overburden, primarily silt 
loams.  
 

6. That potential pollution hazards been addressed and that standards have been met. 
 
Staff Analysis: No hazardous materials except gasoline and diesel fuel will be stored onsite. Fuel and 
lubricants within internal machinery tanks may be present onsite. Portable toilets will be utilized and 
serviced by licensed companies. Licensed blasting contractors will be utilized and will follow 
standard operating procedures to reduce dust control that includes reducing the size of the charge, 
time and sequence of blasts and monitoring the wind speed and direction. 
 

7. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are being 
provided. 
 
Staff Analysis: The site is accessed via State 44. An average of 28-45 trips per day is estimated. All 
other necessary facilities are currently in place.  
 

8. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and 
loading space to serve the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The quarry is operated with four employees. The existing quarry floor provides 
ample space for employee parking, as well as truck loading.  

 
9. That facilities are provided to eliminate any traffic congestion or traffic hazard which may result 

from the proposed use. 
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Staff Analysis: An average of 28-45 trips per day is estimated. MNDOT indicated that the proposal 
is not anticipated to have significant impacts on state roadways.  
 

10. That the Conditional Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted. 
 
Staff Analysis: Noise will be emitted by earth moving equipment and other quarry operations during 
their established hours of operation. Heavy equipment noise, including back-up beepers, may be 
noticeable at the site and on adjacent properties. The area is sparsely populated. The closest 
residence is approximately 1,100 feet from the quarry boundary to the west. The next closest 
residence is 1,400 feet to the southeast. The topography of the working face, operational area, wind 
speed and direction will influence the noise for receptors in the area.  
 
When blasting, the owner and operator will retain professional and licensed blasting contractors who 
operate in accordance with all federal, state and county regulations. Residences within close 
proximity will be notified before blasting occurs. Two houses at a distance of approximately 2000 
and 2640 feet from previous blasts were recorded and showed no reading from seismic graph 
equipment.  

 
11. That the establishment of the Conditional Use will not impede the normal and orderly development 

and improvement of surrounding vacant property for predominant uses in the area. 
 
Staff Analysis: The predominant uses in the area consist of agricultural activities and forested areas 
(Figure 4).  Looking at the area within approximately 1 mile of the site, the predominant land covers 
in 2018 were grass/pasture (32%), corn (28%), deciduous forest (17%), and soybeans (13%) (Figure 
4). Developed areas comprise approximately 6% of the area within a 1 mile radius of the quarry. 
Given present uses, the proposal is not anticipated to be an impediment to current or future uses.  
 

 
Figure 4 2018 Land Uses 

 



 

6 
 

The site is located between Spring Grove and Mabel on Highway 44. Spring Grove is three miles to 
the northeast and Mabel four miles to the southwest. The property is bound by wooded forest with 
agricultural crop lands beyond the woodland. To the east of the access roads on the north side of the 
quarry is an abandoned building from the old farmstead. The closest residential building site is 
located approximately 1200 feet to the quarry’s west boundary. There are thirteen dwellings located 
on parcels within a half mile radius of the quarry (Figure 5).  
 

 
Figure 5 Parcels within 1/2 Mile 

 
12. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or control offensive odor, fumes, dust, 

noise and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and 
other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. 
 
Staff Analysis: Noise is regulated by Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 7030, Noise Pollution 
Control (Mn Rules 7030) for Class 3 noise areas (agricultural and related activities) that prescribes 
standards for day and night that are consistent with speech, sleep, annoyance and hearing 
conservation requirements on nearby properties. The maximum allowable noise levels for this 
activity, per Mn Rules 7030, would be measured at the property line and would need to be less than: 

 Daytime and nighttime: L10 (10% of the time in a one hour survey) = 80 dB 
 Daytime and nighttime: L50 (50% of the time in a one hour survey) = 75 dB 
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Limestone excavated out of the quarry is not easily airborne and the dust particles created are not 
easily suspended in the air for prolonged periods. Therefore, the dust from the quarry is expected to 
be confined to the property limits. Dust suppressants such as misting around equipment, enclosed 
equipment, watering or treatments of the haul roads, covered truck loads, clean-up of spilled 
material, and limiting the exposed working face are primary tools that the applicant has identified for 
minimizing dust, and can be expected to be utilized as needed.  
 

13. That the density of any proposed residential development is not greater than the density of the 
surrounding neighborhood or not greater than the density indicated by the applicable Zoning District. 
 
Staff Analysis: NA 
 

14. That the intensity of any proposed commercial or industrial development is not greater than the 
intensity of the surrounding uses or not greater than the intensity characteristic of the applicable 
Zoning District. 
 
Staff Analysis: The quarry has expanded at a rate of approximately 1.5 acres annually under its 
current operation. It is expected that this rate of growth is more rapid than a typical quarry in the 
County. In part the intensity of use at the quarry is driven by State and County DOT projects. The 
rate of quarrying is not regulated under Ordinance—the reference to mineral extraction in the 
Agricultural District refers to Section 27, Mineral Extraction. Section 27 provides that mineral 
extraction be done in accordance to the Comprehensive Plan, which, as stated in Finding #1, outlines 
several goals that are dependent on a supply of aggregate materials. Thus, the intensity of use is 
characteristic of the Agricultural District.  
 

15.  That site specific conditions and such other conditions are established as required for the protection 
of the public's health, safety, morals, and general welfare. 
 
Staff Analysis: The applicant has completed an EAW, which incorporated a multi-agency review. 
The site has operated under a past permit since 2008, and at different times prior to that, with no 
known impacts to the public's health, safety, morals, and general welfare. The current proposal is not 
significantly different from past practices.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning Commission must consider the criteria above. Should the permit be granted, staff recommend 
requiring the following conditions: 
 

1. This amendment only becomes valid if and when conditional use application #2019-CUP-54902 is 
approved.  

2. The Permittee shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations; 
3. The County may enter onto the premises at reasonable times and in a reasonable manner to ensure 

the permit holder is in compliance with the conditions and all other applicable statutes, rues, and 
ordinances.  

4. When requested by the County, but not more than once in any year, the Permittee shall submit a 
reclamation report which includes the following information: 

a. Name and mailing address of operator; 
b. The name, telephone number, cellular number, and email address of the person to be 

contacted regarding mine operation; 
c. A Map or maps that accurately show and label: 

i. Total acreage of the mine area; 
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ii. The acreage of the mine area currently disturbed by mining operations and not yet 
reclaimed; 

iii. The acreage of any portion of the mine area presently undergoing the process of 
reclamation;  

iv. The total acreage of reclaimed land; 
d. A statement of progress of mining operations since the County approved the reclamation 

plan or since the last submitted report, whichever is later.  
e. A statement of mining operations and reclamation activities expected to occur in the next 12 

months, including updated cost estimates for the cost of reclamation of currently disturbed 
areas and areas anticipated to be disturbed in the next 12 months.  

f. A certification signed by the operator that information provided is true and accurate.   
 

5. A financial assurance shall be filed with the County Treasurer in an amount not less than $30,000.  
a. Financial Assurance Requirements. 

i. Financial Assurance shall be in the form of bond, cash deposits, irrevocable letters 
of credit or other security, in such form and sum as the County Board may require 
covering the cost of reclamation of the property. 

ii. Bonds shall be issued by a surety company licensed to do business in the State of 
Minnesota. 

iii. Each bond shall provide that the bond shall not be canceled by the surety, except 
after not less than 90 days’ notice to the Zoning Office, in writing, by registered or 
certified mail.  Not less than 30 days prior to the expiration of the 90 day notice of 
cancellation, the operator must deliver a replacement bond or approved alternate 
financial assurance in absence of which all nonmetallic mining shall cease, and the 
county will begin actions to call in the bond.          

iv. The bond shall be payable to "Houston County, Minnesota". 
v. Bonds must be for all areas that have been disturbed or are proposed to be disturbed 

within 12 months where reclamation has not been certified by the County. Bonds 
may be for stages of phases of a site, but in no instance shall the bond be for an area 
less than 4 acres. Disturbances related to nonmetallic mining shall be limited to the 
areas which have bonds approved for them. 

 
6. The mine perimeter shall be surveyed and applicable setbacks shall be marked on the ground with 

posts such that each post is visible from each adjacent post.  
 

7. The Permittee shall maintain a list of owners of property within 3000’ of the site, as measured from 
the approved mine boundaries, who wish to be notified in advance of blasting. The Permittee shall 
contact all owners of property within 3000’ of the mine site and inquire whether they wish to be 
included on the list; notice will be provided to those who do 24 hours in advance of blasting.  
 

8. Seismograph(s) shall be used to monitor the effects of blasting on neighboring properties. The 
Permittee shall notify the owners of buildings located within one half mile of the mine site of the 
option of having a seismograph periodically located on their property; the Permittee shall hire a third 
party to place and monitor seismographs, and make the information collected available to said 
property owners. At least one seismograph measurement shall be recorded for each blast at one of 
the participating properties, or, if permission from neighboring property owners is not granted, on a 
location on the Permittee’s property to be determined by the blasting contractor.  Measurements shall 
be taken using industry standard practices, and impacts on neighboring properties must be within the 
limits of applicable regulations. 
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9. Hours of operation shall be limited to the following: 

 Weekdays: 6:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
 Saturdays: 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
 Sundays: Closed 
 Holidays*: Closed. *Holidays shall mean holidays observed by Houston County 
Limits to hours of operation may be suspended by Houston County.  

 
10. Excavation shall not occur below a depth of 1,200’, except as part of an approved reclamation plan.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET  
This Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) form and EAW Guidelines are available at the 
Env. Quality Board’s website at: http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm.   
 
The EAW form provides information about a project that may have the potential for significant 
environmental effects. The EAW Guidelines provide additional details for completing the EAW form. 
Cumulative potential effects can either be addressed under each applicable EAW Item, or can be 
addresses collectively under EAW Item 19. 
Note to reviewers: Comments must be submitted to the RGU during the 30-day comment period 
following notice of the EAW in the EQB Monitor. Comments should address the accuracy and 
completeness of information, potential impacts that warrant further investigation and the need for an EIS. 
 
1. Project title: Underpass Quarry  
 
2. Proposer: Curt Roverud (J&C Farms Inc.)   

 
Proposer Association or Corporation: G-Cubed 
Contact person: Geoffrey G Griffin   
Title: PE, LS Consultant to the Owners  
Address: 14070 Hwy 52 SE  
City, State, ZIP: Chatfield, MN 55923  
Phone: 507-867-1666 ext. 102  
Fax: 507-867-1665  
Email: geoffg@ggg.to  

 
3.   RGU: Houston County Environmental Services  
      Contact person: Aaron Lacher 
 Title: Planning / Zoning Director 
 Address: 304 South Marshall Street 
 City, State, Zip: Caledonia, MN, 55921 
 Phone: (507) 725-5800 
 E-mail: aaron.lacher@co.houston.mn.us 
 
4. Reason for EAW Preparation:  (check one) 

 
Required:     Discretionary: 

 EIS Scoping      Citizen petition  
Mandatory EAW     RGU discretion 

       Proposer initiated 
 
If EAW or EIS is mandatory give EQB rule category subpart number(s) and name(s):  
 
4410.4300, Subpart(s) 12.B.,Nonmetallic Mineral Mining 

 

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm
file:///C:/Users/field5/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/geoffg@ggg.to
mailto:aaron.lacher@co.houston.mn.us
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5. Project Location:  
County: Houston 
City/Township:  Spring Grove 
PLS Location (¼, ¼, Section, Township, Range): NE ¼ Sec.20-T101N-R7W 

      Watershed (81 major watershed scale): Root River Watershed 
GPS Coordinates: 43.5426    -91.6951                                                
Tax Parcel Number: (3 Parcels) 130255001-130255003-130255000 

 
Attach each of the following to the EAW: 
 County map showing the general location of the project; 
 U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute, 1:24,000 scale map indicating project boundaries (photocopy 

acceptable); and 
 Site plans showing all significant project and natural features. Pre and post-construction site plan. 

 
      Attachments for the proposed project are listed below: 
             Figure 1: Location Map 

Figure 2: Proposed Expansion 
Figure 3: Land Cover  
Figure 4: Waters Map 
Figure 5: National Wetland Inventory 
Figure 6: County Well Index Map 
Figure 7: Bedrock Geology  
Figure 8: USDA Soils Map 
Figure 9: Quad Map 
Figure 10: Firm Map  
Figure 11: Traffic Data 
Figure 12: Reclamation Map 
 
Appendix A: Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) Information – Results Pending 
Appendix B: Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Information 

  Appendix C: Conditional Use Permit #284 
 
6. Project Description: 
 

a. Provide the brief project summary to be published in the EQB Monitor, (approx. 50 words). 
 

The J&C Farms Inc. Underpass Quarry is an approved aggregate quarry operating under a 
conditional use permit (CUP) in Houston County MN. Review of the CUP identified the 
requirement for this EAW. This EAW proposes an expansion of 19 acres and a renewal of its 
CUP.  

 
b. Give a complete description of the proposed project and related new construction, including                                

infrastructure needs. If the project is an expansion include a description of the existing facility. 
Emphasize: 1) construction, operation methods and features that will cause physical manipulation 
of the environment or will produce wastes, 2) modifications to existing equipment or industrial 
processes, 3) significant demolition, removal or remodeling of existing structures, and 4) timing 
and duration of construction activities. 
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The proposed project involves a limestone aggregate quarry operation located in the Spring Grove 
Township of Houston County, Minnesota (Figure: 1 “Location Map”). The Project is located in an area 
that contains abundant limestone / aggregate resources which can be excavated, crushed, screened, 
stockpiled and trucked offsite.  
 
The J&C Farms property of 90.7 acres would increase its quarry operations from its current approved area 
of 51 acres to 70 acres, an increase of 19 acres (Figure: 2 “Proposed Expansion”). The quarry is 
expanding at approximately 1.5 acres per year and is currently 28 acres in size. Subject to project use in 
the vicinity, the expansion could produce needed material for up to 28 years. The expansion would 
produce aggregate product for State and County road projects, local contractors and the agricultural 
community.  
 
Quarry operations may be conducted Monday through Saturday, except for legal holidays. Hours of 
operation may be 6:00 am to 8:00 pm. New construction will be limited to berms, ditches, stockpiles, 
improvements to the existing access road and staging areas which will be constructed from materials 
salvaged onsite. There will not be any permanent structures for storage of equipment or materials onsite. 
Overall processes and equipment previously used will remain the same. No new structures will be built. 
Temporary structures may include scales, scale shack, screeners and portable bathroom facilities (port-a-
potty). All operation management will be housed in offsite offices.  
 
Operations Methods – General Operations 

1. Survey phase limits and areas not to be disturbed. 
2. Install perimeter silt fence. Construct down slope erosion control measures. 
3. Remove surface vegetation in the area to be excavated.  
4. Strip and stockpile topsoil. Seed the topsoil stockpile to establish vegetation to prevent erosion  
5. Construct any temporary sedimentation basins and their outlets. 
6. Construct any diversion ditches and berms to direct stormwater runoff from the current phase of 

construction to the temporary sedimentation basins 
7. Remove overburden materials and either stockpile or place in areas where they can permanently remain 

as part of the reclamation plan. Stockpile areas shall be placed within the quarry limits and positioned in 
an area that protects it from prevailing winds causing wind erosion.  

8. Sideslopes of berms, ditches, roads and temporary basins are to be covered with topsoil and seeded to 
reestablish vegetation.  

9. Limestone having marketable value may be excavated, crushed, screened and stockpiled.  Unsuitable 
limestone will be placed with overburden in stockpiles or in the reclamation area.   

10. Material is loaded into trucks and hauled to the end user. 
11. Reclamation (See 9c).  

 
Explain the project purpose; if the project will be carried out by a governmental unit, explain the 
need for the project and identify its beneficiaries. 

  
The purpose of the project is to excavate, crush, screen and produce crushed aggregate limestone. This is 
an important resource in the construction and agriculture industry for driveways, streets, roads, concrete 
ext.  
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Are future stages of this development including development on any other property planned or 
likely to happen?  Yes    No 
If yes, briefly describe future stages, relationship to present project, timeline and plans for environmental 
review. 
 
There is a sand source in the SE Portion of the property and additional aggregate sources on adjacent 
properties. No quarry activities are currently planned but if the market allows there is a possibility of 
expansion. A different CUP would be established if the area were to be quarried. Refer to the Potential 
Material Source area in (Figure 2: Proposed Expansion) to see this area. 
 
Is this project a subsequent stage of an earlier project?  Yes No 
If yes, briefly describe the past development, timeline and any past environmental review. 
 
Existing Quarry History: 
Pre 2008, the quarry operated prior to CUP regulations. On June 6th, 2008, the owner of the property was 
granted a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 284 to expand the rock quarry (Houston County Zoning 
Ordinance Section 27-0110.2706, Subdivision 1, Subsection 1-8) and to do mineral extraction in an ag 
district (Section 14-0110.1403).  
This original CUP was approved with the following conditions 
1.  Submitted Reclamation plans will be followed. 
2.  Blasting be limited to a 30,000 ton blast 
3.  Setback on south, east and west property lines will be increased as indicated on the redrawn                        

ArcMap Photo. 
4.  That all state, local and federal permits be obtained and followed (including those of MSHA.)  
5.  The Condition Use Permit will be reviewed every (5) years for a five (5) year extension. 
 
7. Cover types: Estimate the acreage of the site with each of the following cover types before and after 

development: 
 

Acreage of land cover types are shown on (Figure: 3 “Land Cover Types”) 
 

EAW Area Before After 
Reclamation  Before After 

Reclamation 
Wetlands 0 0 Lawn/landscaping 0 0 

Deep water/streams 0 0 Impervious 
surface 0 0 

Wooded/forest 17 2 Stormwater Pond 0 0 
Brush/Grassland 5 68 Freshwater Pond .1 0 

Cropland 20 0 Other (describe)   
Active Quarry 28 0 Total 70 70 
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8. Permits and approvals required:  
List all known local, state and federal permits, approvals, certifications and financial assistance for 
the project. Include modifications of any existing permits, governmental review of plans and all direct 
and indirect forms of public financial assistance including bond guarantees, Tax Increment Financing 
and infrastructure.  All of these final decisions are prohibited until all appropriate environmental 

review has been completed. See Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4410.3100. 
 

     Unit of government                        Type of application                                          Status 

 
9. Land use: 
a.  Describe:  
i. Existing land use of the site as well as areas adjacent to and near the site, including parks, trails, 

prime or unique farmlands. 
   
 The J&C Farms property encompasses (90.7) acres of agricultural cropland, forested woodland, 

grassland and open quarry. The site is located in part of the NE ¼ of Section 20 Spring Grove 
Township in Houston County. The site is located between Spring Grove and Mabel on Highway 44. 
Spring Grove is three miles to the northeast and Mabel four miles to the southwest. The property is 
bounded by wooded forest with agricultural crop lands beyond the woodland. To the east of the 
access roads on the north side of the quarry is an abandoned building from the old farmstead. The 
closest residential building site is located approximately 1200 feet to the quarry’s west boundary. 
There is currently no well within the EAW Boundary (Figure: 6 “County Well Index Map”). There 
are no wetlands, water courses or major drainage systems within the limits of the quarry. Two ponds 
were excavated at the lower elevation of the quarry to use in washing activities (Figure: 5 “National 
Wetland Inventory”). Due to groundwater fluctuation the ponds do not routinely contain enough 
water to support washing. No washing is currently done onsite.  

 
ii. Plans. Describe planned land use as identified in the comprehensive plan (if available) and any other 

applicable plan for land use, water, or resources management by a local, regional, state, or federal 
agency.  

 
Current land use is identified as 101 - (NON-HSTD) AGRICULTURAL; 111 - (NON-HSTD) 
TIMBERLANDS; 233 - (NON-HSTD) COMM LAND & BLDGS 

 
iii.   Zoning, including special districts or overlays such as shoreland, floodplain, wild and scenic rivers, 

critical area, agricultural preserves, etc. 
 
Zoning is Agricultural Protection 

 
b.  Discuss the project’s compatibility with nearby land uses, zoning, and plans listed in Item 9a above, 

concentrating on implications for environmental effects.   
 

Houston County Conditional Use Permit  No. 261 Active 
Minnesota 

Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) 

National Pollutant Elimination System (NPDES) / State 
Disposal System (SDS) General Permit MNG490000 

for Nonmetallic Mining and Associated Activities 
#MNG490115 
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The goal is to minimize conflict with surrounding land uses protecting the air, water and land. Once 
the quarry is done being excavated, it will be restored to pasture quality to be compatible with 
nearby land uses.  
 

c. Identify measures incorporated into the proposed project to mitigate any potential incompatibility as 
discussed in Item 9b above. 
 

Site reclamation shall be in accordance with the Houston County Zoning Ordinance Section 27 part 
0110.2710 Reclamation Plan (Houston County Ordinances) and any other applicable County, State 
or Federal Laws and Regulations. . A detailed reclamation plan will be developed as part of the 
conditional use permit process. 

 
10. Geology, soils and topography/land forms 
 

a. Geology - Describe the geology underlying the project area and identify and map any susceptible 
geologic features such as sinkholes, shallow limestone formations, unconfined/shallow aquifers, or 
karst conditions. Discuss any limitations of these features for the project and any effects the project 
could have on these features. Identify any project designs or mitigation measures to address effects 
to geologic features. 

 
In accordance to the Houston County Bedrock Geology plate from the University of Minnesota 
(2014), the underlying bedrock is Paleozoic from the upper to middle Ordovician geologic periods 
(Figure: 7 “Bedrock Geology”). Its underlying formations belong to the Galena group and consist of 
Decorah Shale, Platteville / Glenwood formations and St. Peter Sandstone. 

 
Environmental problems concerning groundwater contamination from karst susceptibility or shallow 
bedrock conditions will be minimized by the fact that quarry operations do not required the use or 
storage of hazardous materials. Operations will also prevent farmland runoff from entering the 
quarry site where rapid infiltration could occur. In the event a sinkhole forms or shallow limestone 
formations, unconfined/shallow aquifers, or karst conditions are found on or near the property, a 
Professional Geologist will be consulted to properly close the sinkhole or identify and resolve the 
problem to promote groundwater resource protection.  

 
b. Soils and topography - Describe the soils on the site, giving NRCS (SCS) classifications and 

descriptions, including limitations of soils.  Describe topography, any special site conditions relating 
to erosion potential, soil stability or other soils limitations, such as steep slopes, highly permeable 
soils. Provide estimated volume and acreage of soil excavation and/or grading. Discuss impacts from 
project activities (distinguish between construction and operational activities) related to soils and 
topography.  Identify measures during and after project construction to address soil limitations 
including stabilization, soil corrections or other measures. Erosion/sedimentation control related to 
stormwater runoff should be addressed in response to Item 11.b.ii. 
 
The Natural Resource Conservation Service online Web Soil Survey mapped seventeen different soil 
types on the site. 
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Note: For more information see (Figure: 8 “USDA Soils Map”). 
 

11. Water resources: 
a. Describe surface water and groundwater features on or near the site in a.i. and a.ii. below. 

i. Surface water - lakes, streams, wetlands, intermittent channels, and county/judicial ditches. Include 
any special designations such as public waters, trout stream/lake, wildlife lakes, migratory 
waterfowl feeding/resting lake, and outstanding resource value water. Include water quality 
impairments or special designations listed on the current MPCA 303d Impaired Waters List that are 
within 1 mile of the project. Include DNR Public Waters Inventory number(s), if any. 

 
According to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Impaired waters map, there are no 
impaired water bodies within a mile of the quarry. No protected waters are within the property. 
Tributaries within the vicinity of the project are show in (Figure 4: Waters Map). 

 
Two ponds were excavated at the lower elevation of the quarry for use in washing activities. Due to 
groundwater fluctuation the ponds do not routinely contain enough water to support washing. No 
washing is currently done onsite and the two ponds will be filled with onsite materials during the 
reclamation. No contamination concerns are expected. 

 
ii. Groundwater – aquifers, springs, seeps. Include:  1) depth to groundwater; 2) if project is within a 

MDH wellhead protection area; 3) identification of any onsite and/or nearby wells, including 
unique numbers and well logs if available.  If there are no wells known on site or nearby, explain 
the methodology used to determine this. 
 
Current MDNR Groundwater depths for Houston County are in progress. Proposed excavation 
areas are approximately at an elevation of 1284ft and approximately groundwater elevation is at 
1240ft.  Well locations are listed in (Figure: 6 “County Well Index”) showing no wells in the EAW 
area. Well data was retrieved from the Minnesota Well Index. 

Soil Name Map Symbol Slope % Acres of AOI 

Seaton silt loam, ridge phase 103B 2-6 0.4 

Seaton silt loam, driftless ridge 103C2 6-12 0.5 

Port Byron silt loam 285B 3-6 1.4 

Shullsburg silt loam 312B 1-6 12 

Churchtown silt loam 388D2 12-20 5 

Mt. Carroll silt loam 401C 6-12 1.6 

Frankville silt loam 476B 3-6 1.7 

Frankville silt loam 476C2 6-12 23.3 

Frankville silt loam 476D 12-20 4.8 

Littleton silt loam 477  3.7 

Nasset silt loam 492B 3-6 21.7 

Edmund silt loam 500C2 4-12 5 

Edmund silt loam 500D2 12-20 7.3 

Pits, quarries 1013  1.8 

Eitzen silt loam, occasionally flooded 1830  2.1 

Plainfield loamy fine sand, loamy substratum 1856D 12-25 2 

Etter-Brodale complex, rocky 1898F 25-50  
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b. Describe effects from project activities on water resources and measures to minimize or mitigate 

the effects in Item b.i. through Item b.iv. below. 
 
i. Wastewater - For each of the following, describe the sources, quantities and composition of all 

sanitary, municipal/domestic and industrial wastewater produced or treated at the site.  
1) If the wastewater discharge is to a publicly owned treatment facility, identify any   pretreatment 

measures and the ability of the facility to handle the added water and waste loadings, including 
any effects on, or required expansion of, municipal wastewater infrastructure.  

                 NA 
 

2) If the wastewater discharge is to a subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS), describe the 
system used, the design flow, and suitability of site conditions for such a system.  

                 NA 
 

3) If the wastewater discharge is to surface water, identify the wastewater treatment methods and 
identify discharge points and proposed effluent limitations to mitigate impacts. Discuss any 
effects to surface or groundwater from wastewater discharges. 

 
No facilities will be constructed onsite for wastewater as it will be minimal and handled by a 
portable toilet contract. 

 
ii. Stormwater - Describe the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff at the site prior to and post 

construction. Include the routes and receiving water bodies for runoff from the site (major 
downstream water bodies as well as the immediate receiving waters). Discuss any environmental 
effects from stormwater discharges.  Describe stormwater pollution prevention plans including 
temporary and permanent runoff controls and potential BMP site locations to manage or treat 
stormwater runoff. Identify specific erosion control, sedimentation control or stabilization 
measures to address soil limitations during and after project construction.   

 
The entire site is exposed to rainfall events. All active areas of the quarry, including crushing and 
stockpile locations can drain to the lowest point of the quarry. All stormwater is contained within 
the quarry by use of swales which aid in the infiltration of stormwater or divert the stormwater to 
the bottom of the quarry. 

 
iii. Water appropriation - Describe if the project proposes to appropriate surface or groundwater 

(including dewatering). Describe the source, quantity, duration, use and purpose of the water use 
and if a DNR water appropriation permit is required. Describe any well abandonment. If 
connecting to an existing municipal water supply, identify the wells to be used as a water source 
and any effects on, or required expansion of, municipal water infrastructure.  Discuss 
environmental effects from water appropriation, including an assessment of the water resources 
available for appropriation. Identify any measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental 
effects from the water appropriation. 

 
Currently dewatering is not required because quarry operations stop above the water table. 
Washing is currently not done onsite and will not take place. No borings or excavation cross 
sections are available for the quarry. Historically the only water found has been from the pond 
locations. 
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iv. Surface Waters 

a) Wetlands - Describe any anticipated physical effects or alterations to wetland features such as 
draining, filling, permanent inundation, dredging and vegetative removal.  Discuss direct and 
indirect environmental effects from physical modification of wetlands, including the anticipated 
effects that any proposed wetland alterations may have to the host watershed.   Identify measures 
to avoid (e.g., available alternatives that were considered), minimize, or mitigate environmental 
effects to wetlands.  Discuss whether any required compensatory wetland mitigation for 
unavoidable wetland impacts will occur in the same minor or major watershed, and identify those 
probable locations. 

 
No wetlands are located on site 

 
b) Other surface waters- Describe any anticipated physical effects or alterations to surface water 

features  (lakes, streams, ponds, intermittent channels, county/judicial ditches) such as draining, 
filling, permanent inundation, dredging, diking, stream diversion, impoundment, aquatic plant 
removal and riparian alteration.  Discuss direct and indirect environmental effects from physical 
modification of water features. Identify measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental 
effects to surface water features, including in-water Best Management Practices that are proposed 
to avoid or minimize turbidity/sedimentation while physically altering the water features.  
Discuss how the project will change the number or type of watercraft on any water body, 
including current and projected watercraft usage. 
 

Two ponds were excavated at the lower elevation of the quarry for use in washing activities.  Due 
to groundwater fluctuation the ponds do not routinely contain enough water to support washing. 
No washing is currently done onsite.   

 
12. Contamination/Hazardous Materials/Wastes: 

a. Pre-project site conditions - Describe existing contamination or potential environmental hazards 
on or in close proximity to the project site such as soil or ground water contamination, abandoned 
dumps, closed landfills, existing or abandoned storage tanks, and hazardous liquid or gas 
pipelines. Discuss any potential environmental effects from pre-project site conditions that would 
be caused or exacerbated by project construction and operation. Identify measures to avoid, 
minimize or mitigate adverse effects from existing contamination or potential environmental 
hazards. Include development of a Contingency Plan or Response Action Plan. 

  
Excavation will require the use of heavy equipment and truck hauling along with the use of fuels, 
lubricants and hydraulic fluids. Mobile transport venders will be used to replenish and maintain 
heavy equipment and trucks. Trucks and equipment will contain fuels and lubricating oils in 
onboard fuel tanks and in the engines. No fuel or lubricating oils will be stored on site. Some 
equipment and their hazardous reservoirs are: 
• 40 ton truck: approximately 140 gal. fuel tank and 16 gal. of oil in the crankcase 
• Hydraulic Excavator: approximately 200 gal. fuel tank and 14 gal engine oil. 
• Front End Loader: approximately 280 gal. fuel tank and 25 gal. of oil in the crankcase 

 
Employees shall be trained in spill prevention and planning. Training will include familiarity with site 
drainage patterns; spill control equipment and supplies, and proper notification procedures. The quarry 
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operation will not use toxic or hazardous materials which would lead to a regulated waste, discharge or 
emission. 

 
In the event that a fuel spill does happen, mitigation measures including: observing safety precautions 
and stopping the spill, calling 911 if fire or public safety hazards are created, containing the spilled 
material, reporting the spill to the Minnesota Duty Officer and clean up. Spill containment and 
emergency preparedness can minimize damage and cost of cleanup. Materials such as containment 
sorbent and pads may be kept on-site during construction and quarry operations.   

 
b. Project related generation/storage of solid wastes - Describe solid wastes generated/stored during 

construction and/or operation of the project.  Indicate method of disposal. Discuss potential 
environmental effects from solid waste handling, storage and disposal. Identify measures to avoid, 
minimize or mitigate adverse effects from the generation/storage of solid waste including source 
reduction and recycling. 

 
The site will include covered trash containers. Contract trash haulers will be routinely maintaining the 
trash receptacles.    
 

c. Project related use/storage of hazardous materials - Describe chemicals/hazardous materials used/stored 
during construction and/or operation of the project including method of storage. Indicate the number, 
location and size of any above or below ground tanks to store petroleum or other materials. Discuss 
potential environmental effects from accidental spill or release of hazardous materials. Identify 
measures to avoid, minimize or mitigate adverse effects from the use/storage of chemicals/hazardous 
materials including source reduction and recycling. Include development of a spill prevention plan. 
 
There are no known existing contaminations or potential environmental hazards on or in close 
proximity to the project site. There will not be any above or below ground tanks to store petroleum 
products or other materials on the site beyond those that may be found in a job foreman’s pickup truck 
or fuel delivery truck. Equipment will be filled from these transportable tanks. Delivery trucks will be 
fueling offsite.   

 
Employees shall be trained in spill prevention and planning. Training will include familiarity with site 
drainage patterns; spill control equipment and supplies, and proper notification procedures. Oil 
changes may be completed at the site. The onsite mechanic will need to dispose of any used oil in an 
approved location. 

 
d. Project related generation/storage of hazardous wastes - Describe hazardous wastes generated/stored 

during construction and/or operation of the project. Indicate method of disposal. Discuss potential 
environmental effects from hazardous waste handling, storage, and disposal. Identify measures to 
avoid, minimize or mitigate adverse effects from the generation/storage of hazardous waste including 
source reduction and recycling.  

 
There will be no hazardous waste stored or generated onsite. 
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13. Fish, wildlife, plant communities, and sensitive ecological resources (rare features): 
 

a. Describe fish and wildlife resources as well as habitats and vegetation on or in near the site.   
 
The project site and adjacent forests are hardwood and undergrowth species. Wildlife resources and 
habitats on or near the site are limited to those associated with the species inhabiting the nearby 
agricultural cropland, fence rows, and woodlands. Possible wildlife observed at the site may include 
whitetail deer, raccoons, skunks, wild turkeys, pheasants and a variety of other small birds and 
mammals.   
 

b. Describe rare features such as state-listed (endangered, threatened or special concern) species, native 
plant communities, Minnesota County Biological Survey Sites of Biodiversity Significance, and other 
sensitive ecological resources on or within close proximity to the site.  Provide the license agreement 
number (LA-____) and/or correspondence number (ERDB  20170324) from which the data were obtained 
and attach the Natural Heritage letter from the DNR.  Indicate if any additional habitat or species survey 
work has been conducted within the site and describe the results.  

 
The MDNR’s Natural Heritage Information system was consulted and a database search was 
conducted to determine possible rare species of plants or animals based on a one mile radius of the 
site. Rare features within an approximate one mile radius were identified, but no records identified 
any federal listed species and were either historical or not of concern given the project details. The 
proposed project is not believed to adversely affect any known occurrences of rare features. If 
however a sensitive ecological resource is found, measures will be taken to ensure protection. 
 

c. Discuss how the identified fish, wildlife, plant communities, rare features and ecosystems may be affected 
by the project. Include a discussion on introduction and spread of invasive species from the project 
construction and operation. Separately discuss effects to known threatened and endangered species.  

 
Possible effects of the quarry’s operation are heavy traffic, change in habitat and noise pollution. There 
will be no spread of invasive species. Restoration will replace lost habitat. 

 
d. Identify measures that will be taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects to fish, wildlife, 

plant communities, and sensitive ecological resources. 
 

If sensitive ecological resource are found, measures will be taken to ensure protection, Restoration 
will replace lost habitat.  
  

14. Historic properties: 
Describe any historic structures, archeological sites, and/or traditional cultural properties on or in 
close proximity to the site. Include: 1) historic designations, 2) known artifact areas, and 3) 
architectural features. Attach letter received from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  
Discuss any anticipated effects to historic properties during project construction and operation.  
Identify measures that will be taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects to historic 
properties. 
 
To detect historical properties on the site, the Minnesota State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) 
was contacted and a database search was conducted on the site. Results in the area show no 
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archaeological sites or historical structures being identified from a search of the Minnesota 
Archaeological Inventory and Historic Structures Inventory. 
 

15. Visual: 
Describe any scenic views or vistas on or near the project site. Describe any project related visual 
effects such as vapor plumes or glare from intense lights. Discuss the potential visual effects from the 
project. Identify any measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate visual effects. 

 
An access drive and buffer area of approximately 60 yards in length or more creates distance from 
visual activity of the quarry’s operations from Highway 44. Stockpile areas shall be placed within the 
quarry limits and existing trees between the quarry boundary and the highway will be maintained to 
provide some visual buffer of the site (See Figure: 3 “Land Cover”). Depending upon weather 
conditions and the prevailing wind direction, occasional dust may be visible during dry periods (See 
16c for more details). No stationary sources or fixed exhaust stacks are anticipated which could create 
additional visual impacts. 

 
16. Air: 
a. Stationary source emissions - Describe the type, sources, quantities and compositions of any 

emissions from stationary sources such as boilers or exhaust stacks. Include any hazardous air 
pollutants, criteria pollutants, and any greenhouse gases. Discuss effects to air quality including any 
sensitive receptors, human health or applicable regulatory criteria. Include a discussion of any 
methods used assess the project’s effect on air quality and the results of that assessment. Identify 
pollution control equipment and other measures that will be taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
adverse effects from stationary source emissions. 

 
There are no stationary source air emissions. All quarry equipment will be mobile and will move as 
the working face migrates across the quarry site. Limestone excavated out of the quarry is not easily 
airborne and the dust particles created are not easily suspended in the air for prolonged periods. 
Therefore, the dust from the quarry is expected to be confined to the property limits. Dust 
suppressants such as misting around equipment, enclosed equipment, watering or treatments of the 
haul roads, covered truck loads, clean-up of spilled material, limiting the exposed working face are 
primary tools for minimizing dust.  

 
If there are complaints of fugitive dust, J&C Farms can be contacted for corrected action. 

 
b. Vehicle emissions - Describe the effect of the project’s traffic generation on air emissions. Discuss 

the project’s vehicle-related emissions effect on air quality. Identify measures (e.g. traffic operational 
improvements, diesel idling minimization plan) that will be taken to minimize or mitigate vehicle-
related emissions. 

 
Vehicle-related emissions generated by this project will consist primarily from emissions from mobile 
sources including heavy equipment used at the quarry. Emissions from vehicles and equipment are 
controlled by the manufacturer in accordance with SEPA regulations and federal fuel standards. All 
equipment and trucks will be compliant with current air emission, efficiency and fuel use standards. 

      Quarry equipment and haul trucks are constantly moving to stay efficient at the open quarry area.  
The level of traffic generated by the quarry activity is not expected to lead to any measurable decrease 
in air quality due to vehicle emissions. At the quarry site the open atmosphere, elevation and 
topography of the loading areas allows for diffusion of the engine emissions and will not cause 
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weather inversions or contribute to pockets of air with excessive pollution levels.  
 
c. Dust and odors - Describe sources, characteristics, duration, quantities, and intensity of dust and 

odors generated during project construction and operation. (Fugitive dust may be discussed under 
item 16a). Discuss the effect of dust and odors in the vicinity of the project including nearby sensitive 
receptors and quality of life. Identify measures that will be taken to minimize or mitigate the effects 
of dust and odors. 

 
The limestone rock has no odor. Diesel odors will be emitted by construction equipment during 
excavation and transportation at the site. Emissions are regulated by the USEPA at the manufacturer 
of the equipment and trucks. 

 
Dust generation can be expected during excavation and grading activities on the site. Dust control is a 
requirement of the SWPPP and may include wet suppression using water and/or chloride applications 
to graded areas, stock piles, haul roads, or material before being crushed or screened. Long-term 
measures to minimize fugitive dust emissions include stabilizing disturbed soils including overburden 
and poor quality sand stockpiles with vegetation. The quarry plan proposes to establish vegetation 
over all operational areas that are not in active use. Berms and stockpiles of overburden that will not 
be exported will be placed to create windbreaks from the prevailing NW and SW winds. Dust 
suppression misting systems may be implemented at the site.  
 
For blasting operations, professional and licensed blasting contractors will follow standard operating 
procedures to reduce dust control that includes reducing the size of the charge, time and sequence of 
blasts and monitoring the wind speed and direction. 

 
17. Noise 

Describe sources, characteristics, duration, quantities, and intensity of noise generated during project 
construction and operation. Discuss the effect of noise in the vicinity of the project including 1) 
existing noise levels/sources in the area, 2) nearby sensitive receptors, 3) conformance to state noise 
standards, and 4) quality of life. Identify measures that will be taken to minimize or mitigate the 
effects of noise. 

Noise will be emitted by earth moving equipment and other quarry operations during their established 
hours of operation. Heavy equipment noise, including back-up beepers, may be noticeable at the site 
and on adjacent properties. Quarry noise will be typically associated with the operation of motorized 
vehicles and construction equipment. All diesel and gasoline driven equipment will have mufflers. To 
the extent practicable the processing equipment will be shielded and placed near the quarry’s main 
excavation areas.  

The area is sparsely populated and there are few noise receptors in close proximity to the site. The 
closest residence is approximately 1100 feet from the quarry boundary to the west. The next closest 
residence is 1400 feet to the southeast. The topography of the working face, operational area, wind 
speed and direction will influence the noise for receptors in the area. Residences within close 
proximity will be notified before blasting occurs. J&C Farms can be notified if noise is an issue. 

When blasting, the owner and operator will retain professional and licensed blasting contractors who 
operate in accordance with all federal, state and county regulations. The blaster-in-charge of each 
blasting event must be currently licensed by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.   
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Two houses at a distance of approximately 2000 and 2640 feet from previous blasts were recorded 
and showed no reading from seismic graph equipment. Houston County ordinance states: When 
explosives are used, the operator shall take all necessary precautions not to endanger life and damage 
or destroy property. The method of storing and handling explosives shall conform to all laws and 
regulations relating thereto. 
 
The quarry operator is obligated to take all reasonable actions necessary to control and minimize 
adverse effects of blasting events, including flyrocks, airblasts, ground vibrations and seismic damage 
to adjacent wells, dwellings, buildings, monuments and structures. The quarry operator will not store 
any explosives or blasting agents at the excavation or quarry site. 

This applicant acknowledges and recognizes the requirement to adhere to Minnesota Administrative 
Rules Chapter 7030, Noise Pollution Control (Mn Rules 7030) for Class 3 noise areas (agricultural 
and related activities) that prescribes standards for day and night that “are consistent with speech, 
sleep, annoyance and hearing conservation requirements for receivers. 

The maximum allowable noise levels for this activity, per Mn Rules 7030, would be measured at the 
property line and would need to be less than: 

 Daytime and nighttime: L10 (10% of the time in a one hour survey) = 80 dB 
 Daytime and nighttime: L50 (50% of the time in a one hour survey) = 75 dB 

18. Transportation 
a. Describe traffic-related aspects of project construction and operation. Include: 1) existing and 

proposed additional parking spaces, 2) estimated total average daily traffic generated, 3) estimated 
maximum peak hour traffic generated and time of occurrence, 4) indicate source of trip generation 
rates used in the estimates, and 5) availability of transit and/or other alternative transportation modes. 
 
The existing quarry currently has two access points off of State Highway 44 and will be used for all 
activates. Haul routes to and from the site will avoid residential streets. Truck traffic to and from the 
quarry varies day to day with increased traffic for major projects. The quarry currently operates on 
average 20-24 truck trips per day (10-12 trucks in and 10-12 trucks out) and 8 employee trips per day 
(4 in and 4 out). Two lane state highways are typically designed for 10,000 vehicles per day. Traffic 
data is from MnDOT for 2014 (See Figure: 11 “Traffic Data”) and shows that State Highway 44 is 
functioning at 2900 vehicle per day. No sections of the route are forecast to reach capacity and all 
truck will be subject to state/local regulations and restrictions along with County road monitoring.   
 
Proposed quarry activities and hauling may take place between 6 am and 8 pm CST Monday through 
Friday and 8 am to 3 pm on Saturdays. Permission from the county zoning administrator may be 
granted for operations beyond these hours to respond to public or private emergencies or whenever 
any reasonable or necessary repairs to equipment are required to be made. Quarry operations can take 
place year round but the hauling and excavation of materials are greatly affected when temperatures 
are below freezing. Hauling is further affected by spring road bans which are established by MnDOT. 
Parking spaces on the quarry site will be determined by the workers, if the expansion requires a new 
parking location vehicles and equipment will be moved to a safe out of the way area. Per the NPDES 
permit best management practices involving street sweeping will be controlled as needed.  
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b. Discuss the effect on traffic congestion on affected roads and describe any traffic improvements 

necessary. The analysis must discuss the project’s impact on the regional transportation system.  
If the peak hour traffic generated exceeds 250 vehicles or the total daily trips exceeds 2,500, a traffic 

impact study must be prepared as part of the EAW. Use the format and procedures described in the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation’s Access Management Manual, Chapter 5 (available at: 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/accessmanagement/resources.html) or a similar local guidance, 
 
Average days there are two trucks at the site expected to produce an average of 24 truck trips per day 
with a total of 8 personal vehicle trips per day. Low truck counts of 3-4 trips per hour with proper 
vehicle safety best management practices in place should prevent traffic congestion from being a 
factor. Vehicle count may exceed during busy periods or future projects. Vehicle counts from the site 
will not exceed State Highway 44’s limit of 10,000 vehicles per day or impact study requirements of 
peak hour traffic generated exceeding 250 vehicles and or total daily trips exceeding 2500 vehicles. 
 

c. Identify measures that will be taken to minimize or mitigate project related transportation effects.  
 
Vehicle safety and best management practices should always be implemented on site.  

 
19. Cumulative potential effects: (Preparers can leave this item blank if cumulative potential effects are 

addressed under the applicable EAW Items) 
 
a. Describe the geographic scales and timeframes of the project related environmental effects that could 

combine with other environmental effects resulting in cumulative potential effects.   
 
No other major projects or changes in land use are foreseen in the general vicinity. Being a rural area, 
it is not likely to experience substantial development and change. 

 
b. Describe any reasonably foreseeable future projects (for which a basis of expectation has been laid) 

that may interact with environmental effects of the proposed project within the geographic scales and 
timeframes identified above.  
 
If an expansion occurred, a different CUP would be required at that time and the proposed site would 
be reclaimed back to agricultural or reestablished as grass or woodland. 

 
c. Discuss the nature of the cumulative potential effects and summarize any other available information 

relevant to determining whether there is potential for significant environmental effects due to these 
cumulative effects. 
NA 
 

20. Other potential environmental effects:  If the project may cause any additional environmental 
effects not addressed by items 1 to 19, describe the effects here, discuss the how the environment will 
be affected, and identify measures that will be taken to minimize and mitigate these effects. 

 
No other potential environmental impacts are expected that haven’t been addressed by items 1 to 19.   





www.ggg.to
Fax  507-867-1665
Ph.  507-867-1666
PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E.



ACTIVE
QUARRY

APPROVED
CUP AREA

POTENTIAL
MATERIAL
SOURCE

APPROVED
CUP AREAS

PROPOSED CUP
EXPANSION AREAS

www.ggg.to

PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E.

EAW BOUNDARY

PROPERTY BOUNDARY

APPROVED CUP - 51 ACRES
• ACTIVE QUARRY - 28 ACRES
• REMAINING CUP - 23 ACRES
PROPOSED CUP EXPANSION - 3 ACRES
POTENTIAL MATERIAL SOURCE - 16 ACRES

Fax  507-867-1665
Ph.  507-867-1666



W
O

O
D

LA
N

D

WOODLAND

WOODLAND

W
OODLAND

G
R

A
SS

ES

GRASSES

GRASS

TILLABLE

TILLABLE

TILLABLE

ACTIVE QUARRY

www.ggg.to

PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E.

PROPERTY BOUNDARY

AREAS:
ACTIVE QUARRY - 28 ACRES
GRASS AREAS - 5 ACRES
WOODLANDS - 17 ACRES
TILLABLE AREAS - 20 ACRES

Fax  507-867-1665
Ph.  507-867-1666



www.ggg.to

PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E. Fax  507-867-1665

Ph.  507-867-1666



www.ggg.to
Fax  507-867-1665
Ph.  507-867-1666
PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E.



www.ggg.to

PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E. Fax  507-867-1665

Ph.  507-867-1666



www.ggg.to

PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E.

Od

Opg

Os

Fax  507-867-1665
Ph.  507-867-1666



www.ggg.to
1665-867-Fax  507
1666-867-Ph.  507

PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E.



www.ggg.to

PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E. Fax  507-867-1665

Ph.  507-867-1666



www.ggg.to
1665-867-Fax  507
1666-867-Ph.  507

PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E.



www.ggg.to
1665-867-Fax  507
1666-867-Ph.  507

PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E.



www.ggg.to
Fax  507-867-1665
Ph.  507-867-1666
PLANNING
SURVEYING

ENGINEERING

Chatfield, MN 55923
14070 Hwy 52 S.E.



field5
Text Box
Appendix: A





1

ChrisP

From: Thomas Cinadr <thomas.cinadr@mnhs.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 8:48 AM
To: ChrisP
Subject: Re: Overpass Quarry SHPO information request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

THIS EMAIL IS NOT A PROJECT CLEARANCE. 

  

This message simply reports the results of the cultural resources 
database search you requested. The database search produced 
results for only previously known archaeological sites and historic 
properties. Please read the note below carefully. 
  
No archaeological sites or historic structures were identified in a search of the Minnesota Archaeological Inventory and 
Historic Structures Inventory for the search area requested.  
  
The result of this database search provides a listing of recorded archaeological sites and historic architectural properties that are 
included in the current SHPO databases. Because the majority of archaeological sites in the state and many historic architectural 
properties have not been recorded, important sites or structures may exist within the search area and may be affected by development 
projects within that area. Additional research, including field survey, may be necessary to adequately assess the area’s potential to 
contain historic properties.  
  
If you require a comprehensive assessment of a project’s potential to impact archaeological sites or historic architectural properties, 
you may need to hire a qualified archaeologist and/or historian. If you need assistance with a project review, please contact Kelly 
Gragg-Johnson in Review and Compliance @ 651-259-3455 or by email at kelly.graggjohnson@mnhs.org.  
  
The Minnesota SHPO Survey Manuals and Database Metadata and Contractor Lists can be found at 
http://www.mnhs.org/shpo/survey/inventories.htm 
  
  

  

  

 
 
Tom Cinadr 
Survey and Information Management Coordinator 
Minnesota Historic Preservation Office 
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Minnesota Historical Society 
345 Kellogg Blvd. West 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
 
651-259-3453 
 
 
On Mon, Jan 30, 2017 at 1:33 PM, ChrisP <chrisp@ggg.to> wrote: 

  

Please see attached letter. 

  

Chris Priebe 

Engineering Specialist 

G-Cubed  

Phone (507) 867-1666 ext 104 

Cell (507) 259-5266 

Fax: (507) 867-1665 

www.ggg.to  
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A Conditional Use is a land
use or development that
would not be appropriate
generally but may be
allowed with appropriate
restrictions as provided by
official controls upon a
finding that specific criteria
are met, as outlined in
Section 6.5 of the
ordinance. 

When submitting an
application, the information
requested in this form is
required. You may be asked
to provide additional
information as deemed
necessary by the Zoning
Office, the Planning
Commission, or the County
Board. 

A non-refundable
application fee and
recording fee are required
before an application is
considered complete. 

Prior to completing this
form, a pre-application
meeting with County
Zoning is strongly
recommended.

Conditional Use Application
Fee

$500.00

Recording Fee $46.00

Number

2019-
CUP-

54754

J&C FARMS INC | 130255001 |
Conditional Use Request

Submitted by j and c farms on 12/11/2019

CONDITIONAL USE INTRO [Edit] Last updated: 12/11/2019 3:17:11 PM and saved by: alacher

Application Type: 
Conditional Use

APPLICANT INFORMATION [Edit] Last updated: 12/11/2019 3:19:03 PM and saved by: j and c
farms

mailto:curtroverud@gmail.com
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54754&GroupId=0&StageId=0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54754&GroupId=1&StageId=0
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Applicant Name J&C FARMS INC

Telephone Number 5074983238

Address 103 2nd Ave.S.E., 27

City Spring Grove

Zip 55974

Parcel Tax ID 130255001

Legal Description Sect-20 Twp-101 Range-007 72.83 AC PT NE1/4 & ROAD
EASEMENT - .6A B 351 P 773

Section-Township-Range 20-101-007

Do you own additional
adjacent parcels

Yes

Township of: Spring Grove

Applicants are
required to inform
township boards of
their application.
Please reference the
table below and
contact the official
for your township.

I understand I am required
to inform my township of
my application.

Yes

Township Contacts

Click here to view the
Houston County Zoning
Ordinance

Describe in detail your
request.

amend the current CUP number 284

CONDITIONAL USE REQUEST [Edit] Last updated: 12/11/2019 3:22:47 PM and saved by:
alacher

http://www.co.houston.mn.us/Documents/Ordinances/Ordinance%20No.%206%20Zoning%20Ordinance.pdf
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54754&GroupId=2&StageId=0
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Citation of Ordinance
Section from which the
Conditional Use is
requested:

103 2nd Ave.S.E., 27

Requested Dimension: 29.45 acres

Please upload any
supporting documents:

Application to amend CUP 284.pdf (download)
Environmental Assessment Worksheet - Underpass
Quarry.pdf (download)
Letter RE Application Edits.pdf (download)
Resolution Packet - Underpass - Negative Declaration
FINAL.pdf (download)

Click here to view the
Houston County Zoning
Ordinance

Findings
Required:

1.  That the proposed
use conforms to the
County Land Use Plan.

Yes

Comments: yes

2.  That the applicant
demonstrates a need for
the proposed use.

Yes

Comments: aggregate is used for state,county,township and local
customers.

3.  That the proposed
use will not degrade the
water quality of the
County.

Yes

Comments: An EAW was competed and accepted by the County.

4.  That the proposed
use will not adversely
increase the quantity of
water runoff.

Yes

CONDITIONAL USE FINDING OF FACTS [Edit] Last updated: 12/11/2019 4:28:12 PM and
saved by: alacher

https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?q=KmdXkHnDMcVK9jF3B1f5GCHrIFVn6XyNQmoJskG_26OpJLHgY9mdB3lIxJWLCFBa0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?download=1&q=22V8-xZPqjkuFi6jDZwRFCTdObt1ylvaHpIg_7vNbia2Pj0clUCewN7GRWAkMAU90
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?q=HebbhpiZ8gZty5-FdYlaDQcm2s-n2mCJp968K_DFQpdWPj_gKKr3N1xUWtQDa8I80
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?download=1&q=A8vhDESLBo3-J0hTJ3QVrLHvCuEOTE0hugLpBkdnw-VUSPIpWVcMszS-BcgErPSh0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?q=f05A3VwlT9wyInKESv4wONMGmFgF09N2P4Oe5WeVmZVa9MIJo2DbBPQysMeUOHmo0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?download=1&q=w3iKOo7XPR5gI5TCQdkWcDs_usuCTbUoy5H740DR_Vlq8L_xisbawRlNwToZL5oS0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?q=JH4nqI-1mfcDdXwZZcxH8Ro7pS4uiKw86tCtulhnodJR8oEgyLt_OZlR5ZmsVlYZ0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?download=1&q=2YvKiKyRnUeWP5IJYiLEnPFba-od3cBmqtUPX5y-rIb4Biga4zh6ULLHk-EKE4tS0
http://www.co.houston.mn.us/Documents/Ordinances/Ordinance%20No.%206%20Zoning%20Ordinance.pdf
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54754&GroupId=3&StageId=0
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Comments: An EAW was competed and accepted by the County.

5.  That soil conditions
are adequate to
accommodate the
proposed use.

N/A

Comments: N/A

6.  That potential
pollution hazards have
been addressed and
standards have been
met.

Yes

Comments: An EAW was competed and accepted by the County. No
chemicals will be stored on site.

7.  That adequate
utilities, access roads,
drainage and other
necessary facilities have
been or are being
provided.

Yes

Comments: No additional infrastructure is required.

8.  That adequate
measures have been or
will be taken to provide
sufficient off-street
parking and loading
space to serve the
proposed use.

Yes

Comments: There is onsite parking provided.

9.  That adequate
facilities are provided to
eliminate any traffic
congestion or traffic
hazard which may result
from the proposed use.

Yes

Comments: There is a east bound turn lane.

10.  That the conditional
use will not be injurious
to the use and
enjoyment of other
property in the

Yes
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immediate vicinity for
the purposes already
permitted.

Comments: Site has been in operation for 35 years. The proposal is to
use site in similar way until reserves are exhausted.

11.  That the
establishment of the
Conditional Use will not
impede the normal and
orderly development and
improvement of
surrounding vacant
property for
predominant uses in the
area.

No

Comments: As long as the operation stays within the perimeters of the
permit, the neighbors should not be affected.

12.  That adequate
measures have been or
will be taken to prevent
or control offensive
odor, fumes, dust, noise
and vibration, so that
none of these will
constitute a nuisance,
and to control lighted
signs and other lights in
such a manner that no
disturbance to
neighboring properties
will result.

Yes

Comments: There is dust control provided when needed.

13.  That the density of
any proposed residential
development is not
greater than the
intensity of the
surrounding uses or not
greater than the
intensity characteristic
of the applicable zoning
district

N/A

Comments: N/A

14.  That the density of
any proposed
commercial or industrial
development is not
greater than the

Yes
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intensity of the
surrounding uses or not
greater than the
intensity characteristic
of the applicable zoning
district.

Comments: Operation will be no different than any other quarry
operation.

15.  That site specific
conditions and such
other conditions are
established as required
for the protection of the
public’s health, safety,
morals, and general
welfare.

Yes

Comments: I am proposing a blasting limit of 30,000 tons. Neighbors
will be notified of blasts 24 hours in advance if they want
to be.

A site plan MUST
accompany all Applications.
You may either upload a
drawing or use the
interactive map below.

Upload Site Plan
There are no attached documents.

 

Use Interactive Map to
Create Site Plan

SITE PLAN INFORMATION [Edit] Last updated: 12/11/2019 4:29:10 PM and saved by: j and c
farms

Layer List:

NG911 Address Points

Wells_MWI_Jan_2018

Contours
Septic Permit

Septic Permits
Corporate Limits

Political Townships

Subdivisions
Blocks
Lot Boundaries

https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54754&GroupId=4&StageId=0
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Use the space below to
include site plan
comments, if necessary

By checking this box, I
grant Houston County
access to my property for
the purpose of evaluating
this application.

Yes

By checking this box, I
certified that I have notified
my town board of my
application.

Yes

By checking this box, I
certify that the information
provided in this application
is true and accurate to the
best of my knowledge. 

Yes

Check this box if Staff
Signature on behalf of
Applicant.

No

APPLICATION SUBMITTAL [Edit] Last updated: 12/11/2019 4:31:14 PM and saved by: j and c
farms

Signature 

Date Signed: 
12/11/2019

APP SUBMITTED/PAYMENT SELECTION Last updated: 12/19/2019 5:32:24 PM and saved
by: Holly Felten

Fee amount paid: $546 

Parcels

Roads

Streams
Floodplain (Efffective

12/7/2018)

https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54754&GroupId=5&StageId=0
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Notice to Township

Application Date (Complete
Application)

12/5/2019

Advertising Date
1/15/2020

Planning Commission
Meeting Date

1/30/2020

Meeting Time
7:00 PM

Comments

SPRING GROVE TOWNSHIP REVIEW [Edit] Last updated: 12/19/2019 5:32:38 PM and
saved by: Holly Felten

Date email sent: 
12/19/2019

DATES [Edit] Last updated: 1/6/2020 4:36:26 PM and saved by: Holly Felten

https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54754&GroupId=6&StageId=13
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54754&GroupId=7&StageId=0
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Filing History

Filing Date Filing Effective Date

05/17/1983 Original Filing - Business Corporation (Domestic)

05/17/1983 Business Corporation (Domestic) Business Name

(Business Name: J & C FARMS, INC.)

Business Record Details »
   

J & C FARMS, INC.
Minnesota Business Name

Business Type

Business Corporation (Domestic)

MN Statute

302A

File Number

4J-299

Home Jurisdiction

Minnesota

Filing Date

05/17/1983

Status

Active / In Good Standing

Renewal Due Date

12/31/2020

Registered Of�ce Address

103 2nd Ave SE PO Box 254

Spring Grove, MN 55974

USA

Number of Shares

$1,000

Registered Agent(s)

(Optional) Currently No Agent

Chief Executive Of�cer

Curtis Roverud

103 2nd Ave SE

Spring Grove, MN 55974

USA

Principal Executive Of�ce Address

103 2nd Ave SE

Spring Grove, MN 55974

USA

Filing History

Select the item(s) you would like to order: Order Selected Copies
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 Subscribe for email updates!

Filing Date Filing Effective Date

05/10/2002 Consent to Use of Name - Business Corporation

(Domestic)

2/25/2013 Administrative Dissolution - Business Corporation

(Domestic)

2/26/2014 Administrative Dissolution Name Hold Release -

Business Corporation (Domestic)

4/7/2015 Annual Reinstatement - Business Corporation

(Domestic)

© 2020 Of�ce of the Minnesota Secretary of State - Terms & Conditions

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNSOS/subscriber/new
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/about-the-office/about-the-office/web-site-terms-and-conditions-of-use
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Aaron Lacher

From: Schnell, Tracy (DOT) <tracy.schnell@state.mn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2020 1:17 PM
To: Aaron Lacher
Cc: Schnell, Tracy (DOT); Lukes, Heather A (DOT)
Subject: CUP J & C Farms, INC

This proposal appears to have no significant impact on MnDOT roadways and is acceptable to MnDOT. 
 
Applicant: J&C FARMS INC: 
Parcel ID: 130255001 
The purpose of the hearing is to consider a request for: amend the current CUP number 284 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tracy Schnell 
Senior Planner | District 6 
 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
2900 48th Street NW 
Rochester, MN 55901 
O: 507‐286‐7599 
mndot.gov/ 

 

          
 
 



1

Aaron Lacher

From: Brian Pogodzinski
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 8:00 AM
To: Aaron Lacher
Subject: RE: Conditional Use Notice for Public Hearing

Aaron, 
 
This quarry is one of the most active quarries in the county, and a key quarry location for setting up asphalt or concrete 
plants when the county or state have projects in SW Houston County or SE Fillmore County.  Aggregate is also provided 
to several townships out of this quarry on an annual basis. 
 
Brian K. Pogodzinski, P.E. 
Houston County Engineer 
 
From: aaron.lacher@co.houston.mn.us <aaron.lacher@co.houston.mn.us>  
Sent: Monday, January 6, 2020 3:36 PM 
To: Brian Pogodzinski <Brian.Pogodzinski@co.houston.mn.us> 
Subject: Conditional Use Notice for Public Hearing 
 
Notice of Public Hearing.  A hearing on a Conditional Use request will be held at 7:00 PM on 1/30/2020 at the 
Houston County Courthouse.  
 
Applicant: J&C FARMS INC: 
Parcel ID: 130255001 
The purpose of the hearing is to consider a request for: amend the current CUP number 284 
 
If you have questions or wish to provide comments regarding this request, please respond to this email.  
 
Aaron Lacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Number:  2019-CUP-54754  
Project:  Conditional Use Request 
Description:  J&C FARMS INC | 130255001 |  
Created On:  12/11/2019 
 
View this application  
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Aaron Lacher

From: Fadness, Ronald D <rdf@brueningrock.com>
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2020 11:42 AM
To: Aaron Lacher
Cc: timrhm@acegroup.cc
Subject: Support for Requested CUP Amendment

Please be advised that Bruening Rock Products, Inc. and G & K Development, L.C. hereby register their support for the 
requested amendment to CUP #284, as requested by J & C Farms.   
 
Ronald D. Fadness 
General Counsel 
The Bruening Companies 
P.O. Box 127 
900 Montgomery Street 
Decorah, IA 52101 
(563) 382‐2933 
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STAFF REPORT 
1/13/2020 
 

 
 

OVERVIEW 
   
REQUEST 
 
The request is for a Conditional Use Permit for mineral extraction (rock) on 23.98 acres.  
 
SUMMARY OF NOTEWORTHY TOPICS 
 
The requested area (Figure 1) was included in CUP #284 for mineral extraction issued in 2008. An 
application to amend CUP #284 has been received by the County -- the amendment would remove the area 
requested here from the permit.  
 
An environmental assessment worksheet (EAW) was completed for this project and approved by Houston 
County in 2018 (enclosed). This process entailed an examination of various aspects of the project, and is 
meant to inform decision-makers as well as identify ways to protect the environment. Board Members should 
familiarize with the EAW, as the information it contains is germane to this request and will not be duplicated 
in this report.  
 
The current application differs from the information submitted in the EAW in three ways. First, the EAW 
stated that reclamation will be done in accordance to the County Ordinance, which calls for 3 inches of 
topsoil to be provided for. The overburden removed from atop the rock is commonly preserved onsite for 
future reclamation. The applicant estimates that 45,000 cubic yards of overburden materials is available on 
this site, and it is calculated that 11,874 cubic yards of material are needed to achieve a 3 inch overlay. The 
reclamation plans submitted call for overburden material to be used to create berms buttressing the highway, 
and at the quarry entry. Any remaining material would then be spread on the quarry floor, however the 
applicant stops short of committing to providing a 3 inch overlay throughout.  
 

Application Date: 12/19/2019 
Hearing Date:  1/30/2020 
Petitioner: J & C Farms Inc  
Reviewer: Aaron Lacher 
Zoning: Ag Protection 
Address: 103 2nd Ave SE 
Township: Spring Grove 
Parcel Number: 130255001 
Submitted Materials: CUP Application, Mineral Extraction Application, EAW 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
Solid Waste  Recycling  Zoning 

304 South Marshall Street – Room 209, Caledonia, MN 55921   
Phone: (507) 725-5800  Fax: (507) 725-5590 

 

HOUSTON COUNTY  

Houston 
County 

National Leader 
in Recycling 
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Figure 1 Proposed CUP Map 

 
While the cubic yard quantities stated above suggest ample overburden is available, when this application is 
considered in conjunction with the concurrent application to the north, which has nearly a 5,000 cubic yard 
deficit if available overburden is to be relied upon, there is still sufficient material to provide for a 3 inch 
overlay on both sites. According to these calculations (Figure 2), a 3 inch overlay could be achieved while 
leaving 28,417 cubic yards of material for berm construction.  
 

  
North 
Site 

South 
Site Totals 

Estimated Available 
Overburden  5,000 CY 

45,000 
CY 

50,000 
CY 

Material Required 
for 3" Overlay 9,664 CY 

11,874 
CY 

21,583 
CY 

Figure 2 Overburden & Reclamation Estimates 
 
Second, the EAW states that reclamation will be ongoing such that the active quarry never exceeds 40 open 
acres. The present application does not provide for ongoing reclamation.  
 
Third, the EAW indicated that no chemical storage will occur onsite beyond onboard fuel tanks. Presently, 
the applicant proposes one 1,000 gallon double wall tank and one 500 gallon tank in a concrete structure.  
 
Staff view these deviations from the EAW to be within the Board’s purview to accept during the permitting 
process. Regarding topsoil for reclamation, the calculations provided above suggest that there is ample 
material to provide for a 3 inch topsoil overlay. Regarding the sequencing of reclamation – ongoing or not—
this strategy is not believed to significantly change the project impact. Regarding the storage of fuel, 
provided that the Board is confident that the storage tanks are adequate for safe storage, this change is not 
believed to significantly change the project impact.  
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TOWNSHIP AND NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENTS 
 
Spring Grove Township, the ten nearest property owners, and multiple state agencies were notified. MNDOT 
indicated no concerns with the application. Houston County DOT indicated the quarry is an important source 
of materials for County and Township projects. One letter of support was received from the public. One 
inquiry was received from the public.  
 
SITE CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Board Members should refer to the EAW for detailed information on site characteristics.  
 
EVALUATION 
 
Section 11.05 of the Houston County Zoning Ordinance requires the following: 
 
Subdivision 1. Findings. The Planning Commission shall not recommend a conditional use permit unless 
they find the following: 

1. That the proposed use conforms to the County Land Use Plan. 
 
Staff Analysis: The Comprehensive Plan outlines various goals surrounding transportation, 
residential development, and agriculture. The materials produced by the quarry contribute to the 
achievement of these goals.   
 

2. That the applicant demonstrates a need for the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The materials produced by the quarry are needed for a variety of purposes. 
Comments were received from Houston County DOT emphasizing that this is one of the most active 
quarries in the County, and a commonly used location for asphalt and concrete plants during county 
or state highway projects. The area covered by this request is needed for processing, stockpiling, and 
loading.  
 

3. That the proposed use will not degrade the water quality of the County. 
 
Staff Analysis: There are no water features located on the area to be covered by this permit. There 
are two man-made ponds within the quarry site to the north. Stormwater is contained within the 
quarry floor. Runoff from adjacent agricultural fields will not be permitted to flow into the quarry. 
No chemical storage is proposed beyond gasoline/diesel fuel.  

 
4. That the proposed use will not adversely increase the quantity of water runoff. 

 
Staff Analysis: All stormwater is contained within the quarry floor. 
 

5. That soil conditions are adequate to accommodate the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The site contains limestone (Decorah Shale & Platteville) suitable for processing into 
stone products. Approximately 15’ of overburden, primarily silt loams, has been removed, leaving a 
limestone surface that is suitable for processing, stockpiling, and loading.  
 

6. That potential pollution hazards been addressed and that standards have been met. 
 
Staff Analysis: No hazardous materials except gasoline and diesel fuel will be stored onsite. Fuel and 
lubricants within internal machinery tanks may be present onsite, and two storage tanks are 
proposed. Portable toilets will be utilized and serviced by licensed companies. Licensed blasting 
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contractors will be utilized and will follow standard operating procedures to reduce dust control that 
includes reducing the size of the charge, time and sequence of blasts and monitoring the wind speed 
and direction. Dust control measures are proposed as needed.  
 

7. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are being 
provided. 
 
Staff Analysis: The site is accessed via State 44. An average of 28-45 trips per day is estimated. All 
other necessary facilities are currently in place. 
 

8. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and 
loading space to serve the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The quarry is operated with four employees. The existing quarry floor provides 
ample space for employee parking, as well as truck loading. 

 
9. That facilities are provided to eliminate any traffic congestion or traffic hazard which may result 

from the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: An average of 28-45 trips per day is estimated. MNDOT indicated that the proposal 
is not anticipated to have significant impacts on state roadways.  
 

10. That the Conditional Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted. 
 
Staff Analysis: Noise will be emitted by earth moving equipment and other quarry operations during 
their established hours of operation. Heavy equipment noise, including back-up beepers, may be 
noticeable at the site and on adjacent properties. The area is sparsely populated. The closest 
residence is approximately 1,100 feet from the quarry boundary to the west. The next closest 
residence is 1,400 feet to the southeast. The topography of the working face, operational area, wind 
speed and direction will influence the noise for receptors in the area.  
 
When blasting, the owner and operator will retain professional and licensed blasting contractors who 
operate in accordance with all federal, state and county regulations. Residences within close 
proximity will be notified before blasting occurs. Two houses at a distance of approximately 2000 
and 2640 feet from previous blasts were recorded and showed no reading from seismic graph 
equipment.  
 
 

11. That the establishment of the Conditional Use will not impede the normal and orderly development 
and improvement of surrounding vacant property for predominant uses in the area. 
 
Staff Analysis: The predominant uses in the area consist of agricultural activities and forested areas 
(Figure 3).  Looking at the area within approximately 1 mile of the site, the predominant land covers 
in 2018 were grass/pasture (32%), corn (28%), deciduous forest (17%), and soybeans (13%) (Figure 
3). Developed areas comprise approximately 6% of the area within a 1 mile radius of the quarry. 
Given present uses, the proposal is not anticipated to be an impediment to current or future uses.  
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Figure 3 2018 Land Uses 

 
The site is located between Spring Grove and Mabel on Highway 44. Spring Grove is three miles to 
the northeast and Mabel four miles to the southwest. The property is bound by wooded forest with 
agricultural crop lands beyond the woodland. To the east of the access roads on the north side of the 
quarry is an abandoned building from the old farmstead. The closest residential building site is 
located approximately 1200 feet to the quarry’s west boundary. There are thirteen dwellings located 
on parcels within a half mile radius of the quarry (Figure 4). 
 

 
Figure 4 Parcels within 1/2 Mile 
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12. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or control offensive odor, fumes, dust, 

noise and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and 
other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. 
 
Staff Analysis: Noise is regulated by Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 7030, Noise Pollution 
Control (Mn Rules 7030) for Class 3 noise areas (agricultural and related activities) that prescribes 
standards for day and night that are consistent with speech, sleep, annoyance and hearing 
conservation requirements on nearby properties. The maximum allowable noise levels for this 
activity, per Mn Rules 7030, would be measured at the property line and would need to be less than: 

 Daytime and nighttime: L10 (10% of the time in a one hour survey) = 80 dB 
 Daytime and nighttime: L50 (50% of the time in a one hour survey) = 75 dB 

 
Limestone excavated out of the quarry is not easily airborne and the dust particles created are not 
easily suspended in the air for prolonged periods. Therefore, the dust from the quarry is expected to 
be confined to the property limits. Dust suppressants such as misting around equipment, enclosed 
equipment, watering or treatments of the haul roads, covered truck loads, clean-up of spilled 
material, limiting the exposed working face are primary tools that the applicant has identified for 
minimizing dust, and can be expected to be utilized as needed 
 

13. That the density of any proposed residential development is not greater than the density of the 
surrounding neighborhood or not greater than the density indicated by the applicable Zoning District. 
 
Staff Analysis: NA 
 

14. That the intensity of any proposed commercial or industrial development is not greater than the 
intensity of the surrounding uses or not greater than the intensity characteristic of the applicable 
Zoning District. 
 
Staff Analysis: The quarry has expanded at a rate of approximately 1.5 acres annually under its 
current operation. It is expected that this rate of growth is more rapid than a typical quarry in the 
County. In part the intensity of use at the quarry is driven by State and County DOT projects. The 
rate of quarrying is not regulated under Ordinance—the reference to mineral extraction in the 
Agricultural District refers to Section 27, Mineral Extraction. Section 27 provides that mineral 
extraction be done in accordance to the Comprehensive Plan, which, as stated in Finding #1, outlines 
several goals that are dependent on a supply of aggregate materials. Thus, the intensity of use is 
characteristic of the Agricultural District. 
 

15.  That site specific conditions and such other conditions are established as required for the protection 
of the public's health, safety, morals, and general welfare. 
 
Staff Analysis: The applicant has completed an EAW, which incorporated a multi-agency review. 
The site has operated under a past permit since 2008, and at different times prior to that, with no 
know impacts to the public's health, safety, morals, and general welfare. The current proposal is not 
significantly different from past practices. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning Commission must consider the criteria above. Should the permit be granted, staff recommend 
requiring the following conditions: 
 

1. The Permittee shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations; 
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2. The County may enter onto the premises at reasonable times and in a reasonable manner to ensure 
the permit holder is in compliance with the conditions and all other applicable statutes, rues, and 
ordinances.  

3. When requested by the County, but not more than once in any year, the Permittee shall submit a 
reclamation report which includes the following information: 

a. Name and mailing address of operator; 
b. The name, telephone number, cellular number, and email address of the person to be 

contacted regarding mine operation; 
c. A Map or maps that accurately show and label: 

i. Total acreage of the mine area; 
ii. The acreage of the mine area currently disturbed by mining operations and not yet 

reclaimed; 
iii. The acreage of any portion of the mine area presently undergoing the process of 

reclamation;  
iv. The total acreage of reclaimed land; 

d. A statement of progress of mining operations since the County approved the reclamation 
plan or since the last submitted report, whichever is later.  

e. A statement of mining operations and reclamation activities expected to occur in the next 12 
months, including updated cost estimates for the cost of reclamation of currently disturbed 
areas and areas anticipated to be disturbed in the next 12 months.  

f. A certification signed by the operator that information provided is true and accurate.   
4. A financial assurance shall be filed with the County Treasurer in an amount not less than $30,000.  

a. Financial Assurance Requirements. 
i. Financial Assurance shall be in the form of bond, cash deposits, irrevocable letters 

of credit or other security, in such form and sum as the County Board may require 
covering the cost of reclamation of the property. 

ii. Bonds shall be issued by a surety company licensed to do business in the State of 
Minnesota. 

iii. Each bond shall provide that the bond shall not be canceled by the surety, except 
after not less than 90 days’ notice to the Zoning Office, in writing, by registered or 
certified mail.  Not less than 30 days prior to the expiration of the 90 day notice of 
cancellation, the operator must deliver a replacement bond or approved alternate 
financial assurance in absence of which all nonmetallic mining shall cease, and the 
county will begin actions to call in the bond.          

iv. The bond shall be payable to "Houston County, Minnesota". 
v. Bonds must be for all areas that have been disturbed or are proposed to be disturbed 

within 12 months where reclamation has not been certified by the County. Bonds 
may be for stages of phases of a site, but in no instance shall the bond be for an area 
less than 4 acres. Disturbances related to nonmetallic mining shall be limited to the 
areas which have bonds approved for them. 

 
5. The mine perimeter shall be surveyed and applicable setbacks shall be marked on the ground with 

posts such that each post is visible from each adjacent post.  
 

6. The Permittee shall maintain a list of owners of property within 3000’ of the site, as measured from 
the approved mine boundaries, who wish to be notified in advance of blasting. The Permittee shall 
contact all owners of property within 3000’ of the mine site and inquire whether they wish to be 
included on the list; notice will be provided to those who do 24 hours in advance of blasting.  
 

7. Seismograph(s) shall be used to monitor the effects of blasting on neighboring properties. The 
Permittee shall notify the owners of buildings located within one half mile of the mine site of the 
option of having a seismograph periodically located on their property; the Permittee shall hire a third 
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party to place and monitor seismographs, and make the information collected available to said 
property owners. At least one seismograph measurement shall be recorded for each blast at one of 
the participating properties, or, if permission from neighboring property owners is not granted, on a 
location on the Permittee’s property to be determined by the blasting contractor.  Measurements shall 
be taken using industry standard practices, and impacts on neighboring properties must be within the 
limits of applicable regulations. 
 

8. Hours of operation shall be limited to the following: 
 Weekdays: 6:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
 Saturdays: 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
 Sundays: Closed 
 Holidays*: Closed. *Holidays shall mean holidays observed by Houston County 
Limits to hours of operation may be suspended by Houston County.  

 
9. Excavation shall not occur below a depth of 1,200’, except as part of an approved reclamation plan.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET  
This Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) form and EAW Guidelines are available at the 
Env. Quality Board’s website at: http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm.   
 
The EAW form provides information about a project that may have the potential for significant 
environmental effects. The EAW Guidelines provide additional details for completing the EAW form. 
Cumulative potential effects can either be addressed under each applicable EAW Item, or can be 
addresses collectively under EAW Item 19. 
Note to reviewers: Comments must be submitted to the RGU during the 30-day comment period 
following notice of the EAW in the EQB Monitor. Comments should address the accuracy and 
completeness of information, potential impacts that warrant further investigation and the need for an EIS. 
 
1. Project title: Underpass Quarry  
 
2. Proposer: Curt Roverud (J&C Farms Inc.)   

 
Proposer Association or Corporation: G-Cubed 
Contact person: Geoffrey G Griffin   
Title: PE, LS Consultant to the Owners  
Address: 14070 Hwy 52 SE  
City, State, ZIP: Chatfield, MN 55923  
Phone: 507-867-1666 ext. 102  
Fax: 507-867-1665  
Email: geoffg@ggg.to  

 
3.   RGU: Houston County Environmental Services  
      Contact person: Aaron Lacher 
 Title: Planning / Zoning Director 
 Address: 304 South Marshall Street 
 City, State, Zip: Caledonia, MN, 55921 
 Phone: (507) 725-5800 
 E-mail: aaron.lacher@co.houston.mn.us 
 
4. Reason for EAW Preparation:  (check one) 

 
Required:     Discretionary: 

 EIS Scoping      Citizen petition  
Mandatory EAW     RGU discretion 

       Proposer initiated 
 
If EAW or EIS is mandatory give EQB rule category subpart number(s) and name(s):  
 
4410.4300, Subpart(s) 12.B.,Nonmetallic Mineral Mining 

 

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm
file:///C:/Users/field5/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/geoffg@ggg.to
mailto:aaron.lacher@co.houston.mn.us
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5. Project Location:  
County: Houston 
City/Township:  Spring Grove 
PLS Location (¼, ¼, Section, Township, Range): NE ¼ Sec.20-T101N-R7W 

      Watershed (81 major watershed scale): Root River Watershed 
GPS Coordinates: 43.5426    -91.6951                                                
Tax Parcel Number: (3 Parcels) 130255001-130255003-130255000 

 
Attach each of the following to the EAW: 
 County map showing the general location of the project; 
 U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute, 1:24,000 scale map indicating project boundaries (photocopy 

acceptable); and 
 Site plans showing all significant project and natural features. Pre and post-construction site plan. 

 
      Attachments for the proposed project are listed below: 
             Figure 1: Location Map 

Figure 2: Proposed Expansion 
Figure 3: Land Cover  
Figure 4: Waters Map 
Figure 5: National Wetland Inventory 
Figure 6: County Well Index Map 
Figure 7: Bedrock Geology  
Figure 8: USDA Soils Map 
Figure 9: Quad Map 
Figure 10: Firm Map  
Figure 11: Traffic Data 
Figure 12: Reclamation Map 
 
Appendix A: Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) Information – Results Pending 
Appendix B: Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Information 

  Appendix C: Conditional Use Permit #284 
 
6. Project Description: 
 

a. Provide the brief project summary to be published in the EQB Monitor, (approx. 50 words). 
 

The J&C Farms Inc. Underpass Quarry is an approved aggregate quarry operating under a 
conditional use permit (CUP) in Houston County MN. Review of the CUP identified the 
requirement for this EAW. This EAW proposes an expansion of 19 acres and a renewal of its 
CUP.  

 
b. Give a complete description of the proposed project and related new construction, including                                

infrastructure needs. If the project is an expansion include a description of the existing facility. 
Emphasize: 1) construction, operation methods and features that will cause physical manipulation 
of the environment or will produce wastes, 2) modifications to existing equipment or industrial 
processes, 3) significant demolition, removal or remodeling of existing structures, and 4) timing 
and duration of construction activities. 
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The proposed project involves a limestone aggregate quarry operation located in the Spring Grove 
Township of Houston County, Minnesota (Figure: 1 “Location Map”). The Project is located in an area 
that contains abundant limestone / aggregate resources which can be excavated, crushed, screened, 
stockpiled and trucked offsite.  
 
The J&C Farms property of 90.7 acres would increase its quarry operations from its current approved area 
of 51 acres to 70 acres, an increase of 19 acres (Figure: 2 “Proposed Expansion”). The quarry is 
expanding at approximately 1.5 acres per year and is currently 28 acres in size. Subject to project use in 
the vicinity, the expansion could produce needed material for up to 28 years. The expansion would 
produce aggregate product for State and County road projects, local contractors and the agricultural 
community.  
 
Quarry operations may be conducted Monday through Saturday, except for legal holidays. Hours of 
operation may be 6:00 am to 8:00 pm. New construction will be limited to berms, ditches, stockpiles, 
improvements to the existing access road and staging areas which will be constructed from materials 
salvaged onsite. There will not be any permanent structures for storage of equipment or materials onsite. 
Overall processes and equipment previously used will remain the same. No new structures will be built. 
Temporary structures may include scales, scale shack, screeners and portable bathroom facilities (port-a-
potty). All operation management will be housed in offsite offices.  
 
Operations Methods – General Operations 

1. Survey phase limits and areas not to be disturbed. 
2. Install perimeter silt fence. Construct down slope erosion control measures. 
3. Remove surface vegetation in the area to be excavated.  
4. Strip and stockpile topsoil. Seed the topsoil stockpile to establish vegetation to prevent erosion  
5. Construct any temporary sedimentation basins and their outlets. 
6. Construct any diversion ditches and berms to direct stormwater runoff from the current phase of 

construction to the temporary sedimentation basins 
7. Remove overburden materials and either stockpile or place in areas where they can permanently remain 

as part of the reclamation plan. Stockpile areas shall be placed within the quarry limits and positioned in 
an area that protects it from prevailing winds causing wind erosion.  

8. Sideslopes of berms, ditches, roads and temporary basins are to be covered with topsoil and seeded to 
reestablish vegetation.  

9. Limestone having marketable value may be excavated, crushed, screened and stockpiled.  Unsuitable 
limestone will be placed with overburden in stockpiles or in the reclamation area.   

10. Material is loaded into trucks and hauled to the end user. 
11. Reclamation (See 9c).  

 
Explain the project purpose; if the project will be carried out by a governmental unit, explain the 
need for the project and identify its beneficiaries. 

  
The purpose of the project is to excavate, crush, screen and produce crushed aggregate limestone. This is 
an important resource in the construction and agriculture industry for driveways, streets, roads, concrete 
ext.  

 
 
 



Underpass Quarry                             Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) Page 4 
 

Are future stages of this development including development on any other property planned or 
likely to happen?  Yes    No 
If yes, briefly describe future stages, relationship to present project, timeline and plans for environmental 
review. 
 
There is a sand source in the SE Portion of the property and additional aggregate sources on adjacent 
properties. No quarry activities are currently planned but if the market allows there is a possibility of 
expansion. A different CUP would be established if the area were to be quarried. Refer to the Potential 
Material Source area in (Figure 2: Proposed Expansion) to see this area. 
 
Is this project a subsequent stage of an earlier project?  Yes No 
If yes, briefly describe the past development, timeline and any past environmental review. 
 
Existing Quarry History: 
Pre 2008, the quarry operated prior to CUP regulations. On June 6th, 2008, the owner of the property was 
granted a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 284 to expand the rock quarry (Houston County Zoning 
Ordinance Section 27-0110.2706, Subdivision 1, Subsection 1-8) and to do mineral extraction in an ag 
district (Section 14-0110.1403).  
This original CUP was approved with the following conditions 
1.  Submitted Reclamation plans will be followed. 
2.  Blasting be limited to a 30,000 ton blast 
3.  Setback on south, east and west property lines will be increased as indicated on the redrawn                        

ArcMap Photo. 
4.  That all state, local and federal permits be obtained and followed (including those of MSHA.)  
5.  The Condition Use Permit will be reviewed every (5) years for a five (5) year extension. 
 
7. Cover types: Estimate the acreage of the site with each of the following cover types before and after 

development: 
 

Acreage of land cover types are shown on (Figure: 3 “Land Cover Types”) 
 

EAW Area Before After 
Reclamation  Before After 

Reclamation 
Wetlands 0 0 Lawn/landscaping 0 0 

Deep water/streams 0 0 Impervious 
surface 0 0 

Wooded/forest 17 2 Stormwater Pond 0 0 
Brush/Grassland 5 68 Freshwater Pond .1 0 

Cropland 20 0 Other (describe)   
Active Quarry 28 0 Total 70 70 
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8. Permits and approvals required:  
List all known local, state and federal permits, approvals, certifications and financial assistance for 
the project. Include modifications of any existing permits, governmental review of plans and all direct 
and indirect forms of public financial assistance including bond guarantees, Tax Increment Financing 
and infrastructure.  All of these final decisions are prohibited until all appropriate environmental 

review has been completed. See Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4410.3100. 
 

     Unit of government                        Type of application                                          Status 

 
9. Land use: 
a.  Describe:  
i. Existing land use of the site as well as areas adjacent to and near the site, including parks, trails, 

prime or unique farmlands. 
   
 The J&C Farms property encompasses (90.7) acres of agricultural cropland, forested woodland, 

grassland and open quarry. The site is located in part of the NE ¼ of Section 20 Spring Grove 
Township in Houston County. The site is located between Spring Grove and Mabel on Highway 44. 
Spring Grove is three miles to the northeast and Mabel four miles to the southwest. The property is 
bounded by wooded forest with agricultural crop lands beyond the woodland. To the east of the 
access roads on the north side of the quarry is an abandoned building from the old farmstead. The 
closest residential building site is located approximately 1200 feet to the quarry’s west boundary. 
There is currently no well within the EAW Boundary (Figure: 6 “County Well Index Map”). There 
are no wetlands, water courses or major drainage systems within the limits of the quarry. Two ponds 
were excavated at the lower elevation of the quarry to use in washing activities (Figure: 5 “National 
Wetland Inventory”). Due to groundwater fluctuation the ponds do not routinely contain enough 
water to support washing. No washing is currently done onsite.  

 
ii. Plans. Describe planned land use as identified in the comprehensive plan (if available) and any other 

applicable plan for land use, water, or resources management by a local, regional, state, or federal 
agency.  

 
Current land use is identified as 101 - (NON-HSTD) AGRICULTURAL; 111 - (NON-HSTD) 
TIMBERLANDS; 233 - (NON-HSTD) COMM LAND & BLDGS 

 
iii.   Zoning, including special districts or overlays such as shoreland, floodplain, wild and scenic rivers, 

critical area, agricultural preserves, etc. 
 
Zoning is Agricultural Protection 

 
b.  Discuss the project’s compatibility with nearby land uses, zoning, and plans listed in Item 9a above, 

concentrating on implications for environmental effects.   
 

Houston County Conditional Use Permit  No. 261 Active 
Minnesota 

Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) 

National Pollutant Elimination System (NPDES) / State 
Disposal System (SDS) General Permit MNG490000 

for Nonmetallic Mining and Associated Activities 
#MNG490115 
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The goal is to minimize conflict with surrounding land uses protecting the air, water and land. Once 
the quarry is done being excavated, it will be restored to pasture quality to be compatible with 
nearby land uses.  
 

c. Identify measures incorporated into the proposed project to mitigate any potential incompatibility as 
discussed in Item 9b above. 
 

Site reclamation shall be in accordance with the Houston County Zoning Ordinance Section 27 part 
0110.2710 Reclamation Plan (Houston County Ordinances) and any other applicable County, State 
or Federal Laws and Regulations. . A detailed reclamation plan will be developed as part of the 
conditional use permit process. 

 
10. Geology, soils and topography/land forms 
 

a. Geology - Describe the geology underlying the project area and identify and map any susceptible 
geologic features such as sinkholes, shallow limestone formations, unconfined/shallow aquifers, or 
karst conditions. Discuss any limitations of these features for the project and any effects the project 
could have on these features. Identify any project designs or mitigation measures to address effects 
to geologic features. 

 
In accordance to the Houston County Bedrock Geology plate from the University of Minnesota 
(2014), the underlying bedrock is Paleozoic from the upper to middle Ordovician geologic periods 
(Figure: 7 “Bedrock Geology”). Its underlying formations belong to the Galena group and consist of 
Decorah Shale, Platteville / Glenwood formations and St. Peter Sandstone. 

 
Environmental problems concerning groundwater contamination from karst susceptibility or shallow 
bedrock conditions will be minimized by the fact that quarry operations do not required the use or 
storage of hazardous materials. Operations will also prevent farmland runoff from entering the 
quarry site where rapid infiltration could occur. In the event a sinkhole forms or shallow limestone 
formations, unconfined/shallow aquifers, or karst conditions are found on or near the property, a 
Professional Geologist will be consulted to properly close the sinkhole or identify and resolve the 
problem to promote groundwater resource protection.  

 
b. Soils and topography - Describe the soils on the site, giving NRCS (SCS) classifications and 

descriptions, including limitations of soils.  Describe topography, any special site conditions relating 
to erosion potential, soil stability or other soils limitations, such as steep slopes, highly permeable 
soils. Provide estimated volume and acreage of soil excavation and/or grading. Discuss impacts from 
project activities (distinguish between construction and operational activities) related to soils and 
topography.  Identify measures during and after project construction to address soil limitations 
including stabilization, soil corrections or other measures. Erosion/sedimentation control related to 
stormwater runoff should be addressed in response to Item 11.b.ii. 
 
The Natural Resource Conservation Service online Web Soil Survey mapped seventeen different soil 
types on the site. 
 
 
 
 



Underpass Quarry                             Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) Page 7 
 

Note: For more information see (Figure: 8 “USDA Soils Map”). 
 

11. Water resources: 
a. Describe surface water and groundwater features on or near the site in a.i. and a.ii. below. 

i. Surface water - lakes, streams, wetlands, intermittent channels, and county/judicial ditches. Include 
any special designations such as public waters, trout stream/lake, wildlife lakes, migratory 
waterfowl feeding/resting lake, and outstanding resource value water. Include water quality 
impairments or special designations listed on the current MPCA 303d Impaired Waters List that are 
within 1 mile of the project. Include DNR Public Waters Inventory number(s), if any. 

 
According to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Impaired waters map, there are no 
impaired water bodies within a mile of the quarry. No protected waters are within the property. 
Tributaries within the vicinity of the project are show in (Figure 4: Waters Map). 

 
Two ponds were excavated at the lower elevation of the quarry for use in washing activities. Due to 
groundwater fluctuation the ponds do not routinely contain enough water to support washing. No 
washing is currently done onsite and the two ponds will be filled with onsite materials during the 
reclamation. No contamination concerns are expected. 

 
ii. Groundwater – aquifers, springs, seeps. Include:  1) depth to groundwater; 2) if project is within a 

MDH wellhead protection area; 3) identification of any onsite and/or nearby wells, including 
unique numbers and well logs if available.  If there are no wells known on site or nearby, explain 
the methodology used to determine this. 
 
Current MDNR Groundwater depths for Houston County are in progress. Proposed excavation 
areas are approximately at an elevation of 1284ft and approximately groundwater elevation is at 
1240ft.  Well locations are listed in (Figure: 6 “County Well Index”) showing no wells in the EAW 
area. Well data was retrieved from the Minnesota Well Index. 

Soil Name Map Symbol Slope % Acres of AOI 

Seaton silt loam, ridge phase 103B 2-6 0.4 

Seaton silt loam, driftless ridge 103C2 6-12 0.5 

Port Byron silt loam 285B 3-6 1.4 

Shullsburg silt loam 312B 1-6 12 

Churchtown silt loam 388D2 12-20 5 

Mt. Carroll silt loam 401C 6-12 1.6 

Frankville silt loam 476B 3-6 1.7 

Frankville silt loam 476C2 6-12 23.3 

Frankville silt loam 476D 12-20 4.8 

Littleton silt loam 477  3.7 

Nasset silt loam 492B 3-6 21.7 

Edmund silt loam 500C2 4-12 5 

Edmund silt loam 500D2 12-20 7.3 

Pits, quarries 1013  1.8 

Eitzen silt loam, occasionally flooded 1830  2.1 

Plainfield loamy fine sand, loamy substratum 1856D 12-25 2 

Etter-Brodale complex, rocky 1898F 25-50  
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b. Describe effects from project activities on water resources and measures to minimize or mitigate 

the effects in Item b.i. through Item b.iv. below. 
 
i. Wastewater - For each of the following, describe the sources, quantities and composition of all 

sanitary, municipal/domestic and industrial wastewater produced or treated at the site.  
1) If the wastewater discharge is to a publicly owned treatment facility, identify any   pretreatment 

measures and the ability of the facility to handle the added water and waste loadings, including 
any effects on, or required expansion of, municipal wastewater infrastructure.  

                 NA 
 

2) If the wastewater discharge is to a subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS), describe the 
system used, the design flow, and suitability of site conditions for such a system.  

                 NA 
 

3) If the wastewater discharge is to surface water, identify the wastewater treatment methods and 
identify discharge points and proposed effluent limitations to mitigate impacts. Discuss any 
effects to surface or groundwater from wastewater discharges. 

 
No facilities will be constructed onsite for wastewater as it will be minimal and handled by a 
portable toilet contract. 

 
ii. Stormwater - Describe the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff at the site prior to and post 

construction. Include the routes and receiving water bodies for runoff from the site (major 
downstream water bodies as well as the immediate receiving waters). Discuss any environmental 
effects from stormwater discharges.  Describe stormwater pollution prevention plans including 
temporary and permanent runoff controls and potential BMP site locations to manage or treat 
stormwater runoff. Identify specific erosion control, sedimentation control or stabilization 
measures to address soil limitations during and after project construction.   

 
The entire site is exposed to rainfall events. All active areas of the quarry, including crushing and 
stockpile locations can drain to the lowest point of the quarry. All stormwater is contained within 
the quarry by use of swales which aid in the infiltration of stormwater or divert the stormwater to 
the bottom of the quarry. 

 
iii. Water appropriation - Describe if the project proposes to appropriate surface or groundwater 

(including dewatering). Describe the source, quantity, duration, use and purpose of the water use 
and if a DNR water appropriation permit is required. Describe any well abandonment. If 
connecting to an existing municipal water supply, identify the wells to be used as a water source 
and any effects on, or required expansion of, municipal water infrastructure.  Discuss 
environmental effects from water appropriation, including an assessment of the water resources 
available for appropriation. Identify any measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental 
effects from the water appropriation. 

 
Currently dewatering is not required because quarry operations stop above the water table. 
Washing is currently not done onsite and will not take place. No borings or excavation cross 
sections are available for the quarry. Historically the only water found has been from the pond 
locations. 
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iv. Surface Waters 

a) Wetlands - Describe any anticipated physical effects or alterations to wetland features such as 
draining, filling, permanent inundation, dredging and vegetative removal.  Discuss direct and 
indirect environmental effects from physical modification of wetlands, including the anticipated 
effects that any proposed wetland alterations may have to the host watershed.   Identify measures 
to avoid (e.g., available alternatives that were considered), minimize, or mitigate environmental 
effects to wetlands.  Discuss whether any required compensatory wetland mitigation for 
unavoidable wetland impacts will occur in the same minor or major watershed, and identify those 
probable locations. 

 
No wetlands are located on site 

 
b) Other surface waters- Describe any anticipated physical effects or alterations to surface water 

features  (lakes, streams, ponds, intermittent channels, county/judicial ditches) such as draining, 
filling, permanent inundation, dredging, diking, stream diversion, impoundment, aquatic plant 
removal and riparian alteration.  Discuss direct and indirect environmental effects from physical 
modification of water features. Identify measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental 
effects to surface water features, including in-water Best Management Practices that are proposed 
to avoid or minimize turbidity/sedimentation while physically altering the water features.  
Discuss how the project will change the number or type of watercraft on any water body, 
including current and projected watercraft usage. 
 

Two ponds were excavated at the lower elevation of the quarry for use in washing activities.  Due 
to groundwater fluctuation the ponds do not routinely contain enough water to support washing. 
No washing is currently done onsite.   

 
12. Contamination/Hazardous Materials/Wastes: 

a. Pre-project site conditions - Describe existing contamination or potential environmental hazards 
on or in close proximity to the project site such as soil or ground water contamination, abandoned 
dumps, closed landfills, existing or abandoned storage tanks, and hazardous liquid or gas 
pipelines. Discuss any potential environmental effects from pre-project site conditions that would 
be caused or exacerbated by project construction and operation. Identify measures to avoid, 
minimize or mitigate adverse effects from existing contamination or potential environmental 
hazards. Include development of a Contingency Plan or Response Action Plan. 

  
Excavation will require the use of heavy equipment and truck hauling along with the use of fuels, 
lubricants and hydraulic fluids. Mobile transport venders will be used to replenish and maintain 
heavy equipment and trucks. Trucks and equipment will contain fuels and lubricating oils in 
onboard fuel tanks and in the engines. No fuel or lubricating oils will be stored on site. Some 
equipment and their hazardous reservoirs are: 
• 40 ton truck: approximately 140 gal. fuel tank and 16 gal. of oil in the crankcase 
• Hydraulic Excavator: approximately 200 gal. fuel tank and 14 gal engine oil. 
• Front End Loader: approximately 280 gal. fuel tank and 25 gal. of oil in the crankcase 

 
Employees shall be trained in spill prevention and planning. Training will include familiarity with site 
drainage patterns; spill control equipment and supplies, and proper notification procedures. The quarry 
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operation will not use toxic or hazardous materials which would lead to a regulated waste, discharge or 
emission. 

 
In the event that a fuel spill does happen, mitigation measures including: observing safety precautions 
and stopping the spill, calling 911 if fire or public safety hazards are created, containing the spilled 
material, reporting the spill to the Minnesota Duty Officer and clean up. Spill containment and 
emergency preparedness can minimize damage and cost of cleanup. Materials such as containment 
sorbent and pads may be kept on-site during construction and quarry operations.   

 
b. Project related generation/storage of solid wastes - Describe solid wastes generated/stored during 

construction and/or operation of the project.  Indicate method of disposal. Discuss potential 
environmental effects from solid waste handling, storage and disposal. Identify measures to avoid, 
minimize or mitigate adverse effects from the generation/storage of solid waste including source 
reduction and recycling. 

 
The site will include covered trash containers. Contract trash haulers will be routinely maintaining the 
trash receptacles.    
 

c. Project related use/storage of hazardous materials - Describe chemicals/hazardous materials used/stored 
during construction and/or operation of the project including method of storage. Indicate the number, 
location and size of any above or below ground tanks to store petroleum or other materials. Discuss 
potential environmental effects from accidental spill or release of hazardous materials. Identify 
measures to avoid, minimize or mitigate adverse effects from the use/storage of chemicals/hazardous 
materials including source reduction and recycling. Include development of a spill prevention plan. 
 
There are no known existing contaminations or potential environmental hazards on or in close 
proximity to the project site. There will not be any above or below ground tanks to store petroleum 
products or other materials on the site beyond those that may be found in a job foreman’s pickup truck 
or fuel delivery truck. Equipment will be filled from these transportable tanks. Delivery trucks will be 
fueling offsite.   

 
Employees shall be trained in spill prevention and planning. Training will include familiarity with site 
drainage patterns; spill control equipment and supplies, and proper notification procedures. Oil 
changes may be completed at the site. The onsite mechanic will need to dispose of any used oil in an 
approved location. 

 
d. Project related generation/storage of hazardous wastes - Describe hazardous wastes generated/stored 

during construction and/or operation of the project. Indicate method of disposal. Discuss potential 
environmental effects from hazardous waste handling, storage, and disposal. Identify measures to 
avoid, minimize or mitigate adverse effects from the generation/storage of hazardous waste including 
source reduction and recycling.  

 
There will be no hazardous waste stored or generated onsite. 
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13. Fish, wildlife, plant communities, and sensitive ecological resources (rare features): 
 

a. Describe fish and wildlife resources as well as habitats and vegetation on or in near the site.   
 
The project site and adjacent forests are hardwood and undergrowth species. Wildlife resources and 
habitats on or near the site are limited to those associated with the species inhabiting the nearby 
agricultural cropland, fence rows, and woodlands. Possible wildlife observed at the site may include 
whitetail deer, raccoons, skunks, wild turkeys, pheasants and a variety of other small birds and 
mammals.   
 

b. Describe rare features such as state-listed (endangered, threatened or special concern) species, native 
plant communities, Minnesota County Biological Survey Sites of Biodiversity Significance, and other 
sensitive ecological resources on or within close proximity to the site.  Provide the license agreement 
number (LA-____) and/or correspondence number (ERDB  20170324) from which the data were obtained 
and attach the Natural Heritage letter from the DNR.  Indicate if any additional habitat or species survey 
work has been conducted within the site and describe the results.  

 
The MDNR’s Natural Heritage Information system was consulted and a database search was 
conducted to determine possible rare species of plants or animals based on a one mile radius of the 
site. Rare features within an approximate one mile radius were identified, but no records identified 
any federal listed species and were either historical or not of concern given the project details. The 
proposed project is not believed to adversely affect any known occurrences of rare features. If 
however a sensitive ecological resource is found, measures will be taken to ensure protection. 
 

c. Discuss how the identified fish, wildlife, plant communities, rare features and ecosystems may be affected 
by the project. Include a discussion on introduction and spread of invasive species from the project 
construction and operation. Separately discuss effects to known threatened and endangered species.  

 
Possible effects of the quarry’s operation are heavy traffic, change in habitat and noise pollution. There 
will be no spread of invasive species. Restoration will replace lost habitat. 

 
d. Identify measures that will be taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects to fish, wildlife, 

plant communities, and sensitive ecological resources. 
 

If sensitive ecological resource are found, measures will be taken to ensure protection, Restoration 
will replace lost habitat.  
  

14. Historic properties: 
Describe any historic structures, archeological sites, and/or traditional cultural properties on or in 
close proximity to the site. Include: 1) historic designations, 2) known artifact areas, and 3) 
architectural features. Attach letter received from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  
Discuss any anticipated effects to historic properties during project construction and operation.  
Identify measures that will be taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects to historic 
properties. 
 
To detect historical properties on the site, the Minnesota State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) 
was contacted and a database search was conducted on the site. Results in the area show no 
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archaeological sites or historical structures being identified from a search of the Minnesota 
Archaeological Inventory and Historic Structures Inventory. 
 

15. Visual: 
Describe any scenic views or vistas on or near the project site. Describe any project related visual 
effects such as vapor plumes or glare from intense lights. Discuss the potential visual effects from the 
project. Identify any measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate visual effects. 

 
An access drive and buffer area of approximately 60 yards in length or more creates distance from 
visual activity of the quarry’s operations from Highway 44. Stockpile areas shall be placed within the 
quarry limits and existing trees between the quarry boundary and the highway will be maintained to 
provide some visual buffer of the site (See Figure: 3 “Land Cover”). Depending upon weather 
conditions and the prevailing wind direction, occasional dust may be visible during dry periods (See 
16c for more details). No stationary sources or fixed exhaust stacks are anticipated which could create 
additional visual impacts. 

 
16. Air: 
a. Stationary source emissions - Describe the type, sources, quantities and compositions of any 

emissions from stationary sources such as boilers or exhaust stacks. Include any hazardous air 
pollutants, criteria pollutants, and any greenhouse gases. Discuss effects to air quality including any 
sensitive receptors, human health or applicable regulatory criteria. Include a discussion of any 
methods used assess the project’s effect on air quality and the results of that assessment. Identify 
pollution control equipment and other measures that will be taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
adverse effects from stationary source emissions. 

 
There are no stationary source air emissions. All quarry equipment will be mobile and will move as 
the working face migrates across the quarry site. Limestone excavated out of the quarry is not easily 
airborne and the dust particles created are not easily suspended in the air for prolonged periods. 
Therefore, the dust from the quarry is expected to be confined to the property limits. Dust 
suppressants such as misting around equipment, enclosed equipment, watering or treatments of the 
haul roads, covered truck loads, clean-up of spilled material, limiting the exposed working face are 
primary tools for minimizing dust.  

 
If there are complaints of fugitive dust, J&C Farms can be contacted for corrected action. 

 
b. Vehicle emissions - Describe the effect of the project’s traffic generation on air emissions. Discuss 

the project’s vehicle-related emissions effect on air quality. Identify measures (e.g. traffic operational 
improvements, diesel idling minimization plan) that will be taken to minimize or mitigate vehicle-
related emissions. 

 
Vehicle-related emissions generated by this project will consist primarily from emissions from mobile 
sources including heavy equipment used at the quarry. Emissions from vehicles and equipment are 
controlled by the manufacturer in accordance with SEPA regulations and federal fuel standards. All 
equipment and trucks will be compliant with current air emission, efficiency and fuel use standards. 

      Quarry equipment and haul trucks are constantly moving to stay efficient at the open quarry area.  
The level of traffic generated by the quarry activity is not expected to lead to any measurable decrease 
in air quality due to vehicle emissions. At the quarry site the open atmosphere, elevation and 
topography of the loading areas allows for diffusion of the engine emissions and will not cause 
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weather inversions or contribute to pockets of air with excessive pollution levels.  
 
c. Dust and odors - Describe sources, characteristics, duration, quantities, and intensity of dust and 

odors generated during project construction and operation. (Fugitive dust may be discussed under 
item 16a). Discuss the effect of dust and odors in the vicinity of the project including nearby sensitive 
receptors and quality of life. Identify measures that will be taken to minimize or mitigate the effects 
of dust and odors. 

 
The limestone rock has no odor. Diesel odors will be emitted by construction equipment during 
excavation and transportation at the site. Emissions are regulated by the USEPA at the manufacturer 
of the equipment and trucks. 

 
Dust generation can be expected during excavation and grading activities on the site. Dust control is a 
requirement of the SWPPP and may include wet suppression using water and/or chloride applications 
to graded areas, stock piles, haul roads, or material before being crushed or screened. Long-term 
measures to minimize fugitive dust emissions include stabilizing disturbed soils including overburden 
and poor quality sand stockpiles with vegetation. The quarry plan proposes to establish vegetation 
over all operational areas that are not in active use. Berms and stockpiles of overburden that will not 
be exported will be placed to create windbreaks from the prevailing NW and SW winds. Dust 
suppression misting systems may be implemented at the site.  
 
For blasting operations, professional and licensed blasting contractors will follow standard operating 
procedures to reduce dust control that includes reducing the size of the charge, time and sequence of 
blasts and monitoring the wind speed and direction. 

 
17. Noise 

Describe sources, characteristics, duration, quantities, and intensity of noise generated during project 
construction and operation. Discuss the effect of noise in the vicinity of the project including 1) 
existing noise levels/sources in the area, 2) nearby sensitive receptors, 3) conformance to state noise 
standards, and 4) quality of life. Identify measures that will be taken to minimize or mitigate the 
effects of noise. 

Noise will be emitted by earth moving equipment and other quarry operations during their established 
hours of operation. Heavy equipment noise, including back-up beepers, may be noticeable at the site 
and on adjacent properties. Quarry noise will be typically associated with the operation of motorized 
vehicles and construction equipment. All diesel and gasoline driven equipment will have mufflers. To 
the extent practicable the processing equipment will be shielded and placed near the quarry’s main 
excavation areas.  

The area is sparsely populated and there are few noise receptors in close proximity to the site. The 
closest residence is approximately 1100 feet from the quarry boundary to the west. The next closest 
residence is 1400 feet to the southeast. The topography of the working face, operational area, wind 
speed and direction will influence the noise for receptors in the area. Residences within close 
proximity will be notified before blasting occurs. J&C Farms can be notified if noise is an issue. 

When blasting, the owner and operator will retain professional and licensed blasting contractors who 
operate in accordance with all federal, state and county regulations. The blaster-in-charge of each 
blasting event must be currently licensed by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.   
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Two houses at a distance of approximately 2000 and 2640 feet from previous blasts were recorded 
and showed no reading from seismic graph equipment. Houston County ordinance states: When 
explosives are used, the operator shall take all necessary precautions not to endanger life and damage 
or destroy property. The method of storing and handling explosives shall conform to all laws and 
regulations relating thereto. 
 
The quarry operator is obligated to take all reasonable actions necessary to control and minimize 
adverse effects of blasting events, including flyrocks, airblasts, ground vibrations and seismic damage 
to adjacent wells, dwellings, buildings, monuments and structures. The quarry operator will not store 
any explosives or blasting agents at the excavation or quarry site. 

This applicant acknowledges and recognizes the requirement to adhere to Minnesota Administrative 
Rules Chapter 7030, Noise Pollution Control (Mn Rules 7030) for Class 3 noise areas (agricultural 
and related activities) that prescribes standards for day and night that “are consistent with speech, 
sleep, annoyance and hearing conservation requirements for receivers. 

The maximum allowable noise levels for this activity, per Mn Rules 7030, would be measured at the 
property line and would need to be less than: 

 Daytime and nighttime: L10 (10% of the time in a one hour survey) = 80 dB 
 Daytime and nighttime: L50 (50% of the time in a one hour survey) = 75 dB 

18. Transportation 
a. Describe traffic-related aspects of project construction and operation. Include: 1) existing and 

proposed additional parking spaces, 2) estimated total average daily traffic generated, 3) estimated 
maximum peak hour traffic generated and time of occurrence, 4) indicate source of trip generation 
rates used in the estimates, and 5) availability of transit and/or other alternative transportation modes. 
 
The existing quarry currently has two access points off of State Highway 44 and will be used for all 
activates. Haul routes to and from the site will avoid residential streets. Truck traffic to and from the 
quarry varies day to day with increased traffic for major projects. The quarry currently operates on 
average 20-24 truck trips per day (10-12 trucks in and 10-12 trucks out) and 8 employee trips per day 
(4 in and 4 out). Two lane state highways are typically designed for 10,000 vehicles per day. Traffic 
data is from MnDOT for 2014 (See Figure: 11 “Traffic Data”) and shows that State Highway 44 is 
functioning at 2900 vehicle per day. No sections of the route are forecast to reach capacity and all 
truck will be subject to state/local regulations and restrictions along with County road monitoring.   
 
Proposed quarry activities and hauling may take place between 6 am and 8 pm CST Monday through 
Friday and 8 am to 3 pm on Saturdays. Permission from the county zoning administrator may be 
granted for operations beyond these hours to respond to public or private emergencies or whenever 
any reasonable or necessary repairs to equipment are required to be made. Quarry operations can take 
place year round but the hauling and excavation of materials are greatly affected when temperatures 
are below freezing. Hauling is further affected by spring road bans which are established by MnDOT. 
Parking spaces on the quarry site will be determined by the workers, if the expansion requires a new 
parking location vehicles and equipment will be moved to a safe out of the way area. Per the NPDES 
permit best management practices involving street sweeping will be controlled as needed.  
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b. Discuss the effect on traffic congestion on affected roads and describe any traffic improvements 

necessary. The analysis must discuss the project’s impact on the regional transportation system.  
If the peak hour traffic generated exceeds 250 vehicles or the total daily trips exceeds 2,500, a traffic 

impact study must be prepared as part of the EAW. Use the format and procedures described in the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation’s Access Management Manual, Chapter 5 (available at: 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/accessmanagement/resources.html) or a similar local guidance, 
 
Average days there are two trucks at the site expected to produce an average of 24 truck trips per day 
with a total of 8 personal vehicle trips per day. Low truck counts of 3-4 trips per hour with proper 
vehicle safety best management practices in place should prevent traffic congestion from being a 
factor. Vehicle count may exceed during busy periods or future projects. Vehicle counts from the site 
will not exceed State Highway 44’s limit of 10,000 vehicles per day or impact study requirements of 
peak hour traffic generated exceeding 250 vehicles and or total daily trips exceeding 2500 vehicles. 
 

c. Identify measures that will be taken to minimize or mitigate project related transportation effects.  
 
Vehicle safety and best management practices should always be implemented on site.  

 
19. Cumulative potential effects: (Preparers can leave this item blank if cumulative potential effects are 

addressed under the applicable EAW Items) 
 
a. Describe the geographic scales and timeframes of the project related environmental effects that could 

combine with other environmental effects resulting in cumulative potential effects.   
 
No other major projects or changes in land use are foreseen in the general vicinity. Being a rural area, 
it is not likely to experience substantial development and change. 

 
b. Describe any reasonably foreseeable future projects (for which a basis of expectation has been laid) 

that may interact with environmental effects of the proposed project within the geographic scales and 
timeframes identified above.  
 
If an expansion occurred, a different CUP would be required at that time and the proposed site would 
be reclaimed back to agricultural or reestablished as grass or woodland. 

 
c. Discuss the nature of the cumulative potential effects and summarize any other available information 

relevant to determining whether there is potential for significant environmental effects due to these 
cumulative effects. 
NA 
 

20. Other potential environmental effects:  If the project may cause any additional environmental 
effects not addressed by items 1 to 19, describe the effects here, discuss the how the environment will 
be affected, and identify measures that will be taken to minimize and mitigate these effects. 

 
No other potential environmental impacts are expected that haven’t been addressed by items 1 to 19.   
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ChrisP

From: Thomas Cinadr <thomas.cinadr@mnhs.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 8:48 AM
To: ChrisP
Subject: Re: Overpass Quarry SHPO information request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

THIS EMAIL IS NOT A PROJECT CLEARANCE. 

  

This message simply reports the results of the cultural resources 
database search you requested. The database search produced 
results for only previously known archaeological sites and historic 
properties. Please read the note below carefully. 
  
No archaeological sites or historic structures were identified in a search of the Minnesota Archaeological Inventory and 
Historic Structures Inventory for the search area requested.  
  
The result of this database search provides a listing of recorded archaeological sites and historic architectural properties that are 
included in the current SHPO databases. Because the majority of archaeological sites in the state and many historic architectural 
properties have not been recorded, important sites or structures may exist within the search area and may be affected by development 
projects within that area. Additional research, including field survey, may be necessary to adequately assess the area’s potential to 
contain historic properties.  
  
If you require a comprehensive assessment of a project’s potential to impact archaeological sites or historic architectural properties, 
you may need to hire a qualified archaeologist and/or historian. If you need assistance with a project review, please contact Kelly 
Gragg-Johnson in Review and Compliance @ 651-259-3455 or by email at kelly.graggjohnson@mnhs.org.  
  
The Minnesota SHPO Survey Manuals and Database Metadata and Contractor Lists can be found at 
http://www.mnhs.org/shpo/survey/inventories.htm 
  
  

  

  

 
 
Tom Cinadr 
Survey and Information Management Coordinator 
Minnesota Historic Preservation Office 
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Minnesota Historical Society 
345 Kellogg Blvd. West 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
 
651-259-3453 
 
 
On Mon, Jan 30, 2017 at 1:33 PM, ChrisP <chrisp@ggg.to> wrote: 

  

Please see attached letter. 

  

Chris Priebe 

Engineering Specialist 

G-Cubed  

Phone (507) 867-1666 ext 104 

Cell (507) 259-5266 

Fax: (507) 867-1665 

www.ggg.to  
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A Conditional Use is a land
use or development that
would not be appropriate
generally but may be
allowed with appropriate
restrictions as provided by
official controls upon a
finding that specific criteria
are met, as outlined in
Section 6.5 of the
ordinance. 

When submitting an
application, the information
requested in this form is
required. You may be asked
to provide additional
information as deemed
necessary by the Zoning
Office, the Planning
Commission, or the County
Board. 

A non-refundable
application fee and
recording fee are required
before an application is
considered complete. 

Prior to completing this
form, a pre-application
meeting with County
Zoning is strongly
recommended.

Conditional Use Application
Fee

$500.00

Recording Fee $46.00

Number

2019-
CUP-

54902

J&C FARMS INC | 130255001 |
Conditional Use Request

Submitted by j and c farms on 12/19/2019

CONDITIONAL USE INTRO [Edit] Last updated: 12/19/2019 4:02:45 PM and saved by: alacher

Application Type: 
Conditional Use

APPLICANT INFORMATION [Edit] Last updated: 12/19/2019 4:06:03 PM and saved by: Holly
Felten

mailto:curtroverud@gmail.com
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54902&GroupId=0&StageId=0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54902&GroupId=1&StageId=0
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Applicant Name J&C FARMS INC

Telephone Number 5074983238

Address 103 2nd Ave S.E.

City Spring Grove

Zip 55974

Parcel Tax ID 130255001

Legal Description Sect-20 Twp-101 Range-007 72.83 AC PT NE1/4 & ROAD
EASEMENT - .6A B 351 P 773

Section-Township-Range 20-101-007

Do you own additional
adjacent parcels

Yes

Township of: Spring Grove

Applicants are
required to inform
township boards of
their application.
Please reference the
table below and
contact the official
for your township.

I understand I am required
to inform my township of
my application.

Yes

Township Contacts

Click here to view the
Houston County Zoning
Ordinance

Describe in detail your
request.

Mineral Extraction in an Ag District

CONDITIONAL USE REQUEST [Edit] Last updated: 12/19/2019 4:15:14 PM and saved by:
alacher

http://www.co.houston.mn.us/Documents/Ordinances/Ordinance%20No.%206%20Zoning%20Ordinance.pdf
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54902&GroupId=2&StageId=0
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Citation of Ordinance
Section from which the
Conditional Use is
requested:

Section 14.3 - Subdivision 19 - Mineral Extraction

Requested Dimension: 23.98 acres

Please upload any
supporting documents:

Application New CUP 12-19-2019.pdf (download)
Environmental Assessment Worksheet - Underpass
Quarry.pdf (download)
Information on Fuel Tank.pdf (download)
Letter RE Application Edits.pdf (download)
Resolution Packet - Underpass - Negative Declaration
FINAL.pdf (download)

Click here to view the
Houston County Zoning
Ordinance

Findings
Required:

1.  That the proposed
use conforms to the
County Land Use Plan.

Yes

Comments: Yes

2.  That the applicant
demonstrates a need for
the proposed use.

Yes

Comments: Aggregate is used for state, county, township and local
customers.

3.  That the proposed
use will not degrade the
water quality of the
County.

Yes

Comments: An EAW was competed and accepted by the County.

4.  That the proposed
use will not adversely

Yes

CONDITIONAL USE FINDING OF FACTS [Edit] Last updated: 12/19/2019 4:24:46 PM and
saved by: Holly Felten

https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?q=lk5C4m60IeY29_2maN5PpZsnXA9xmEPSDoFA2Flk9SWwI-sjFE0tEf0LxpMB-vxz0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?download=1&q=kR36RwDWmHVA-NWbZDkTKPTCAWc9UM-k1OUpCxg6TcoAE37lrwkgIy4JUEnlvsvz0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?q=uGBHjNLHKSmuE3O32ImdZ6XfAXeLLNtYPbq4TJf_ONwchQjiayzjPS46Emo2geVu0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?download=1&q=tILgLljdcGbOeWm9355Mtql7FanjS8TTBwHkte6cXht8i-AeOpOoy54B5JHG_Fda0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?q=XwDyku4ztTU9dBAYwuaYY9j2Cu-1Od0Cpyp6yYZIWRVCFa8k1FZoA6p64-u3FYAW0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?download=1&q=AO3u24C7rtR0SBZLBSkDGrcsm0XZQhJ3AZH0wtB0XQOB4g19lWFeE1bkBrc-8AOG0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?q=1W-2CvRC4_GInxf15QpXHi2sZDC-8s_gjZJMmy4Y3rCiny6reIcJ4-smsTexeira0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?download=1&q=yPJbQW7bsE9RddVABME_aWzQ2jtR0dmup04B1DCXmqETwdgLJHmOFc2NCOG-99Q70
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?q=OrzPKADu-gltd_Q_a1qsdcRvDEoYhl3fVUXNpmMM9R6aqNj-odYt7228Nu4FJUNL0
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/ViewAttachment.ashx?download=1&q=fAlUNVCdzhX4CKNyg6xqcw0OFieznY0fWK_CAvVvIBdTQjOFGVoas6Wnciu97VZM0
http://www.co.houston.mn.us/Documents/Ordinances/Ordinance%20No.%206%20Zoning%20Ordinance.pdf
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54902&GroupId=3&StageId=0
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increase the quantity of
water runoff.

Comments: An EAW was completed and accepted by the County.

5.  That soil conditions
are adequate to
accommodate the
proposed use.

N/A

Comments: N/A

6.  That potential
pollution hazards have
been addressed and
standards have been
met.

Yes

Comments: An EAW was completed and accepted by the County.

7.  That adequate
utilities, access roads,
drainage and other
necessary facilities have
been or are being
provided.

Yes

Comments: No additional infrastructure is required.

8.  That adequate
measures have been or
will be taken to provide
sufficient off-street
parking and loading
space to serve the
proposed use.

Yes

Comments: There is onsite parking provided.

9.  That adequate
facilities are provided to
eliminate any traffic
congestion or traffic
hazard which may result
from the proposed use.

Yes

Comments: There is an east bound turn lane.

10.  That the conditional
use will not be injurious
to the use and

Yes
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enjoyment of other
property in the
immediate vicinity for
the purposes already
permitted.

Comments: The site has been in operation for 35 years. The proposal is
to use the site in a similar way until reserves are
exhausted.

11.  That the
establishment of the
Conditional Use will not
impede the normal and
orderly development and
improvement of
surrounding vacant
property for
predominant uses in the
area.

Yes

Comments: As long as the operation stays within the perimeters of the
permit, the neighbors should not be affected.

12.  That adequate
measures have been or
will be taken to prevent
or control offensive
odor, fumes, dust, noise
and vibration, so that
none of these will
constitute a nuisance,
and to control lighted
signs and other lights in
such a manner that no
disturbance to
neighboring properties
will result.

Yes

Comments: There is dust control provided when needed.

13.  That the density of
any proposed residential
development is not
greater than the
intensity of the
surrounding uses or not
greater than the
intensity characteristic
of the applicable zoning
district

N/A

Comments: N/A

14.  That the density of
any proposed

Yes
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commercial or industrial
development is not
greater than the
intensity of the
surrounding uses or not
greater than the
intensity characteristic
of the applicable zoning
district.

Comments: The operation will be no different than any other quarry
operation.

15.  That site specific
conditions and such
other conditions are
established as required
for the protection of the
public’s health, safety,
morals, and general
welfare.

Yes

Comments: I am proposing a blasting limit of 30,000 tons. Neighbors
will be notified of blasts 24 hours in advance if they want
to be.

A site plan MUST
accompany all Applications.
You may either upload a
drawing or use the
interactive map below.

Upload Site Plan
There are no attached documents.

 

Use Interactive Map to
Create Site Plan

SITE PLAN INFORMATION [Edit] Last updated: 12/19/2019 4:25:05 PM and saved by: Holly
Felten

Layer List:

NG911 Address Points

Wells_MWI_Jan_2018

Contours
Septic Permit

Septic Permits
Corporate Limits

Political Townships

Subdivisions

https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54902&GroupId=4&StageId=0
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Use the space below to
include site plan
comments, if necessary

By checking this box, I
grant Houston County
access to my property for
the purpose of evaluating
this application.

Yes

By checking this box, I
certified that I have notified
my town board of my
application.

Yes

By checking this box, I
certify that the information
provided in this application
is true and accurate to the
best of my knowledge. 

Yes

Check this box if Staff
Signature on behalf of
Applicant.

Yes

APPLICATION SUBMITTAL [Edit] Last updated: 12/19/2019 4:29:34 PM and saved by: Holly
Felten

Signature 

Date Signed: 
12/19/2019

APP SUBMITTED/PAYMENT SELECTION Last updated: 12/19/2019 5:31:55 PM and saved
by: Holly Felten

Fee amount paid: $546 

Blocks
Lot Boundaries
Parcels

Roads

Streams
Floodplain (Efffective

12/7/2018)
2017 Imagery

https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54902&GroupId=5&StageId=0


1/13/2020 The Schneider Corporation Building Permit Application

https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/Application_PrintView.aspx?PermitId=54902 8/8

Notice to Township

Application Date (Complete
Application)

12/5/2019

Advertising Date
1/15/2020

Planning Commission
Meeting Date

1/30/2020

Meeting Time
7:30 PM

Comments

SPRING GROVE TOWNSHIP REVIEW [Edit] Last updated: 12/19/2019 5:32:04 PM and
saved by: Holly Felten

Date email sent: 
12/19/2019

DATES [Edit] Last updated: 1/6/2020 4:36:57 PM and saved by: Holly Felten

https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54902&GroupId=6&StageId=13
https://permits.schneidercorp.com/Permitting_App/EditPermit.aspx?PermitId=54902&GroupId=7&StageId=0
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Filing History

Filing Date Filing Effective Date

05/17/1983 Original Filing - Business Corporation (Domestic)

05/17/1983 Business Corporation (Domestic) Business Name

(Business Name: J & C FARMS, INC.)

Business Record Details »
   

J & C FARMS, INC.
Minnesota Business Name

Business Type

Business Corporation (Domestic)

MN Statute

302A

File Number

4J-299

Home Jurisdiction

Minnesota

Filing Date

05/17/1983

Status

Active / In Good Standing

Renewal Due Date

12/31/2020

Registered Of�ce Address

103 2nd Ave SE PO Box 254

Spring Grove, MN 55974

USA

Number of Shares

$1,000

Registered Agent(s)

(Optional) Currently No Agent

Chief Executive Of�cer

Curtis Roverud

103 2nd Ave SE

Spring Grove, MN 55974

USA

Principal Executive Of�ce Address

103 2nd Ave SE

Spring Grove, MN 55974

USA

Filing History

Select the item(s) you would like to order: Order Selected Copies
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 Subscribe for email updates!

Filing Date Filing Effective Date

05/10/2002 Consent to Use of Name - Business Corporation

(Domestic)

2/25/2013 Administrative Dissolution - Business Corporation

(Domestic)

2/26/2014 Administrative Dissolution Name Hold Release -

Business Corporation (Domestic)

4/7/2015 Annual Reinstatement - Business Corporation

(Domestic)

© 2020 Of�ce of the Minnesota Secretary of State - Terms & Conditions

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNSOS/subscriber/new
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/about-the-office/about-the-office/web-site-terms-and-conditions-of-use
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Aaron Lacher

From: Curt Roverud <curtroverud@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, December 20, 2019 1:41 PM
To: Aaron Lacher
Subject: Re: Conditional Use Application submitted for 103 2nd Ave.S.E., 27, J&C FARMS INC, 

Spring Grove Township

Hi Aaron, The fuel tanks at the Underpass Quarry  1-1000 Gal. Double wall tank and 1-500 Gal tank in a 
concrete containment  structure. Let me know if you received this Thanks Curt 
 
On Thu, Dec 19, 2019 at 4:32 PM <Aaron.Lacher@co.houston.mn.us> wrote: 
An application for a Conditional Use in Spring Grove Township has been submitted.   
 
Applicant name:  J&C FARMS INC 
Applicant phone number:  5074983238 
Applicant Address:  103 2nd Ave.S.E., 27 
Requested Conditional Use:  amend the current CUP number 284 
 
The applicant indicated that they have contacted the Township representative to discuss this project.   
 
The Spring Grove Township contact is: Mike Wiste 
Phone number:  507-498-5618 
 
After reviewing the application and discussing the application with the applicant, the Township may provide 
comments to the County.  If the township wishes to comment on this application, please reply to this email. 
 
 
Number:  2019-CUP-54754  
Project:  Conditional Use Request 
Description:  J&C FARMS INC | 130255001 |  
Created On:  12/11/2019 
 
View this application  



1

Aaron Lacher

From: Schnell, Tracy (DOT) <tracy.schnell@state.mn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2020 1:17 PM
To: Aaron Lacher
Cc: Schnell, Tracy (DOT); Lukes, Heather A (DOT)
Subject: CUP J & C Farms, INC

This proposal appears to have no significant impact on MnDOT roadways and is acceptable to MnDOT. 
 
Applicant: J&C FARMS INC: 
Parcel ID: 130255001 
The purpose of the hearing is to consider a request for: amend the current CUP number 284 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tracy Schnell 
Senior Planner | District 6 
 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
2900 48th Street NW 
Rochester, MN 55901 
O: 507‐286‐7599 
mndot.gov/ 
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Aaron Lacher

From: Brian Pogodzinski
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 8:00 AM
To: Aaron Lacher
Subject: RE: Conditional Use Notice for Public Hearing

Aaron, 
 
This quarry is one of the most active quarries in the county, and a key quarry location for setting up asphalt or concrete 
plants when the county or state have projects in SW Houston County or SE Fillmore County.  Aggregate is also provided 
to several townships out of this quarry on an annual basis. 
 
Brian K. Pogodzinski, P.E. 
Houston County Engineer 
 
From: aaron.lacher@co.houston.mn.us <aaron.lacher@co.houston.mn.us>  
Sent: Monday, January 6, 2020 3:36 PM 
To: Brian Pogodzinski <Brian.Pogodzinski@co.houston.mn.us> 
Subject: Conditional Use Notice for Public Hearing 
 
Notice of Public Hearing.  A hearing on a Conditional Use request will be held at 7:00 PM on 1/30/2020 at the 
Houston County Courthouse.  
 
Applicant: J&C FARMS INC: 
Parcel ID: 130255001 
The purpose of the hearing is to consider a request for: amend the current CUP number 284 
 
If you have questions or wish to provide comments regarding this request, please respond to this email.  
 
Aaron Lacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Number:  2019-CUP-54754  
Project:  Conditional Use Request 
Description:  J&C FARMS INC | 130255001 |  
Created On:  12/11/2019 
 
View this application  
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Aaron Lacher

From: Fadness, Ronald D <rdf@brueningrock.com>
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2020 11:42 AM
To: Aaron Lacher
Cc: timrhm@acegroup.cc
Subject: Support for Requested CUP Amendment

Please be advised that Bruening Rock Products, Inc. and G & K Development, L.C. hereby register their support for the 
requested amendment to CUP #284, as requested by J & C Farms.   
 
Ronald D. Fadness 
General Counsel 
The Bruening Companies 
P.O. Box 127 
900 Montgomery Street 
Decorah, IA 52101 
(563) 382‐2933 
 



CRITERIA FOR GRANTING CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS 
 

NAME OF APPLICANT: Curt Roverud – J & C Farms DATE: January 30, 2020 
C.U.P. REQUESTED: Amend Conditional Use Permit #284 for Mineral Extraction in an Ag district.  
 
The Planning Commission shall not recommend a conditional use permit unless they find the following: 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
Section 11.5 of the Houston County Zoning Ordinance requires the following: 
 
(SA = Staff Analysis) 
 
Subdivision 1. Findings. The Planning Commission shall not recommend a conditional use permit unless 
they find the following: 
 

1. That the proposed use conforms to the County Land Use Plan. 
 
Staff Analysis: The Comprehensive Plan outlines various goals surrounding transportation, 
residential development, and agriculture. The materials produced by the quarry contribute to the 
achievement of these goals. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA, meets comp plan, need good roads to improve transportation. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with Bob B. analysis. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes, Good spot, meets comp plan. 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

2. That the applicant demonstrates a need for the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The materials produced by the quarry are needed for a variety of purposes. 
Comments were received from Houston County DOT emphasizing that this is one of the most 
active quarries in the County, and a commonly used location for asphalt and concrete plants 
during county or state highway projects. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, This is going to create additional reserves for quarry, so it can remain active. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA.  
Edward Hammell – Yes, Active mine, need to keep it going. 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
 

3. That the proposed use will not degrade the water quality of the County. 
 
Staff Analysis: There are no water features located on the area to be covered by this permit. There 
are two man-made ponds within the quarry site to the north. Stormwater is contained within the 
quarry floor. Runoff from adjacent agricultural fields will not be permitted to flow into the 
quarry. No chemical storage is proposed beyond gasoline/diesel fuel. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Water from quarry drains to north. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 



Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes, Well run operation. 
Rich Schild – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
James Wieser – Yes 

 
4. That the proposed use will not adversely increase the quantity of water runoff. 

 
Staff Analysis: All stormwater is contained within the quarry floor. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes, Overflow is to north. 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
James Wieser – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
 

5. That soil conditions are adequate to accommodate the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The site contains limestone (Decorah Shale & Platteville) suitable for processing 
into stone products. The limestone is overlayed with approximately 15’ of overburden, primarily 
silt loams.  
 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes, Good use of available limestone. 
 

6. That potential pollution hazards been addressed and that standards have been met. 
 
Staff Analysis: No hazardous materials except gasoline and diesel fuel will be stored onsite. Fuel 
and lubricants within internal machinery tanks may be present onsite. Portable toilets will be 
utilized and serviced by licensed companies. Licensed blasting contractors will be utilized and 
will follow standard operating procedures to reduce dust control that includes reducing the size of 
the charge, time and sequence of blasts and monitoring the wind speed and direction. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes, This proposal doesn’t not include gas or diesel storage. 
 

7. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are 
being provided. 
 
Staff Analysis: The site is accessed via State 44. An average of 28-45 trips per day is estimated. 
All other necessary facilities are currently in place.  
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Bob Conway – Yes 



Wayne Feldmeier – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

8. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and 
loading space to serve the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The quarry is operated with four employees. The existing quarry floor provides 
ample space for employee parking, as well as truck loading. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA, existing quarry size has adequate space to move around. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 

 
9. That facilities are provided to eliminate any traffic congestion or traffic hazard which may result 

from the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: An average of 28-45 trips per day is estimated. MNDOT indicated that the 
proposal is not anticipated to have significant impacts on state roadways. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes, Similar to previous finding. 
 

10. That the Conditional Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted. 
 
Staff Analysis: Noise will be emitted by earth moving equipment and other quarry operations 
during their established hours of operation. Heavy equipment noise, including back-up beepers, 
may be noticeable at the site and on adjacent properties. The area is sparsely populated. The 
closest residence is approximately 1,100 feet from the quarry boundary to the west. The next 
closest residence is 1,400 feet to the southeast. The topography of the working face, operational 
area, wind speed and direction will influence the noise for receptors in the area.  
 
When blasting, the owner and operator will retain professional and licensed blasting contractors 
who operate in accordance with all federal, state and county regulations. Residences within close 
proximity will be notified before blasting occurs. Two houses at a distance of approximately 2000 
and 2640 feet from previous blasts were recorded and showed no reading from seismic graph 
equipment. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, There are closer houses that should be monitored. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 



Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes, Agrees with SA. 

 
11. That the establishment of the Conditional Use will not impede the normal and orderly 

development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for predominant uses in the area. 
 
Staff Analysis: The predominant uses in the area consist of agricultural activities and forested 
areas.  Looking at the area within approximately 1 mile of the site, the predominant land covers in 
2018 were grass/pasture (32%), corn (28%), deciduous forest (17%), and soybeans (13%) (Figure 
4). Developed areas comprise approximately 6% of the area within a 1 mile radius of the quarry. 
Given present uses, the proposal is not anticipated to be an impediment to current or future uses.  
 

 
Figure 1 2018 Land Uses 

 
The site is located between Spring Grove and Mabel on Highway 44. Spring Grove is three miles 
to the northeast and Mabel four miles to the southwest. The property is bound by wooded forest 
with agricultural crop lands beyond the woodland. To the east of the access roads on the north 
side of the quarry is an abandoned building from the old farmstead. The closest residential 
building site is located approximately 1200 feet to the quarry’s west boundary. There are thirteen 
dwellings located on parcels within a half mile radius of the quarry.  
 



 
Figure 2 Parcels within 1/2 Mile 

 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes, Agrees with SA, Existing quarry and staying the same. 
Rich Schild – Yes, Agrees with SA, Expansion is an orderly development for area. 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

12. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or control offensive odor, fumes, 
dust, noise and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted 
signs and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. 
 
Staff Analysis: Noise is regulated by Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 7030, Noise 
Pollution Control (MN Rules 7030) for Class 3 noise areas (agricultural and related activities) 
that prescribes standards for day and night that are consistent with speech, sleep, annoyance and 
hearing conservation requirements on nearby properties. The maximum allowable noise levels for 
this activity, per MN Rules 7030, would be measured at the property line and would need to be 
less than: 

• Daytime and nighttime: L10 (10% of the time in a one hour survey) = 80 dB 
• Daytime and nighttime: L50 (50% of the time in a one hour survey) = 75 dB 

 



Limestone excavated out of the quarry is not easily airborne and the dust particles created are not 
easily suspended in the air for prolonged periods. Therefore, the dust from the quarry is expected 
to be confined to the property limits. Dust suppressants such as misting around equipment, 
enclosed equipment, watering or treatments of the haul roads, covered truck loads, clean-up of 
spilled material, and limiting the exposed working face are primary tools that the applicant has 
identified for minimizing dust, and can be expected to be utilized as needed. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

13. That the density of any proposed residential development is not greater than the density of the 
surrounding neighborhood or not greater than the density indicated by the applicable Zoning 
District. 
 
Staff Analysis: NA 
 

14. That the intensity of any proposed commercial or industrial development is not greater than the 
intensity of the surrounding uses or not greater than the intensity characteristic of the applicable 
Zoning District. 
 
Staff Analysis: The quarry has expanded at a rate of approximately 1.5 acres annually under its 
current operation. It is expected that this rate of growth is more rapid than a typical quarry in the 
County. In part the intensity of use at the quarry is driven by State and County DOT projects. The 
rate of quarrying is not regulated under Ordinance—the reference to mineral extraction in the 
Agricultural District refers to Section 27, Mineral Extraction. Section 27 provides that mineral 
extraction be done in accordance to the Comprehensive Plan, which, as stated in Finding #1, 
outlines several goals that are dependent on a supply of aggregate materials. Thus, the intensity of 
use is characteristic of the Agricultural District. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

15.  That site specific conditions and such other conditions are established as required for the 
protection of the public's health, safety, morals, and general welfare. 
 
Staff Analysis: The applicant has completed an EAW, which incorporated a multi-agency review. 
The site has operated under a past permit since 2008, and at different times prior to that, with no 
known impacts to the public's health, safety, morals, and general welfare. The current proposal is 
not significantly different from past practices. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes, EAW done and approved. 



Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
 
Jim Wieser made a motion to accept the findings as presented. Rich Schild seconded.  

Motion carried. 
 
Bob Burns made the motion to recommend the Houston County Board approve the 

Conditional Use application to amend Conditional Use Permit #284 for Mineral Extraction in 
an Agricultural District with the following conditions: 
 

1. This amendment only becomes valid if and when conditional use application #2019-CUP-54902 
is approved.  

2. The Permittee shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations; 
3. The County may enter onto the premises at reasonable times and in a reasonable manner to ensure 

the permit holder is in compliance with the conditions and all other applicable statutes, rules, and 
ordinances.  

4. When requested by the County, but not more than once in any year, the Permittee shall submit a 
reclamation report which includes the following information: 

a. Name and mailing address of operator; 
b. The name, telephone number, cellular number, and email address of the person to be 

contacted regarding mine operation; 
c. A Map or maps that accurately show and label: 

i. Total acreage of the mine area; 
ii. The acreage of the mine area currently disturbed by mining operations and not 

yet reclaimed; 
iii. The acreage of any portion of the mine area presently undergoing the process of 

reclamation;  
iv. The total acreage of reclaimed land; 

d. A statement of progress of mining operations since the County approved the reclamation 
plan or since the last submitted report, whichever is later.  

e. A statement of mining operations and reclamation activities expected to occur in the next 
12 months, including updated cost estimates for the cost of reclamation of currently 
disturbed areas and areas anticipated to be disturbed in the next 12 months.  

f. A certification signed by the operator that information provided is true and accurate. 
g. Final reclamation shall meet the County zoning ordinance standards after mining 

operations cease.   
5. A financial assurance shall be filed with the County Treasurer in an amount not less than $15,000. 

a. Financial Assurance Requirements. 
i. Financial Assurance shall be in the form of bond, cash deposits, irrevocable 

letters of credit or other security, in such form and sum as the County Board may 
require covering the cost of reclamation of the property. 

ii. Bonds shall be issued by a surety company licensed to do business in the State of 
Minnesota. 

iii. Each bond shall provide that the bond shall not be canceled by the surety, except 
after not less than 90 days’ notice to the Zoning Office, in writing, by registered 
or certified mail.  Not less than 30 days prior to the expiration of the 90 day 
notice of cancellation, the operator must deliver a replacement bond or approved 
alternate financial assurance in absence of which all nonmetallic mining shall 
cease, and the county will begin actions to call in the bond.          

iv. The bond shall be payable to "Houston County, Minnesota". 
v. Bonds must be for all areas that have been disturbed or are proposed to be 

disturbed within 12 months where reclamation has not been certified by the 
County. Bonds may be for stages of phases of a site, but in no instance shall the 
bond be for an area less than 4 acres. Disturbances related to nonmetallic mining 
shall be limited to the areas which have bonds approved for them. 



 
6. The mine perimeter shall be surveyed and applicable setbacks shall be marked on the ground with 

posts such that each post is visible from each adjacent post. Property line set backs shall be 50', 
except the southern property line setback shall be 100 feet.  

7. The Permittee shall maintain a list of owners of property within 3000’ of the site, as measured 
from the approved mine boundaries, who wish to be notified in advance of blasting. The 
Permittee shall contact all owners of property within 3000’ of the mine site and inquire whether 
they wish to be included on the list; notice will be provided to those who do 24 hours in advance 
of blasting.   

8. Seismograph(s) shall be used to monitor the effects of blasting on neighboring properties. The 
Permittee shall notify the owners of buildings located within one half mile of the mine site of the 
option of having a seismograph periodically located on their property; the Permittee shall hire a 
third party to place and monitor seismographs, and make the information collected available to 
said property owners. At least one seismograph measurement shall be recorded for each blast at 
one of the participating properties, or, if permission from neighboring property owners is not 
granted, on a location on the Permittee’s property to be determined by the blasting contractor.  
Measurements shall be taken using industry standard practices, and impacts on neighboring 
properties must be within the limits of applicable regulations.  

9. Hours of operation shall be limited to the following: Weekdays: 6:00 AM – 8:00 PM Saturdays: 
8:00 AM – 3:00 PM Sundays: Closed Holidays*: Closed. *Holidays shall mean holidays 
observed by Houston County Limits to hours of operation may be suspended by Houston County.   

10. Excavation shall not occur below a depth of 1,200’, except as part of an approved reclamation 
plan.   
 

Jim Wieser seconded. Motion carried.  The Findings will be submitted to the 
Houston County Board of Commissioners for their review. 



CRITERIA FOR GRANTING CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS 
 

NAME OF APPLICANT: Curt Roverud – J & C Farms DATE: January 30, 2020 
C.U.P. REQUESTED: Mineral Extraction in an Ag district.  
 
The Planning Commission shall not recommend a conditional use permit unless they find the following: 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
Section 11.5 of the Houston County Zoning Ordinance requires the following: 
 
(SA = Staff Analysis) 
 
Subdivision 1. Findings. The Planning Commission shall not recommend a conditional use permit unless 
they find the following: 
 

1. That the proposed use conforms to the County Land Use Plan. 
 
Staff Analysis: The Comprehensive Plan outlines various goals surrounding transportation, 
residential development, and agriculture. The materials produced by the quarry contribute to the 
achievement of these goals. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

2. That the applicant demonstrates a need for the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The materials produced by the quarry are needed for a variety of purposes. 
Comments were received from Houston County DOT emphasizing that this is one of the most 
active quarries in the County, and a commonly used location for asphalt and concrete plants 
during county or state highway projects. The area covered by this request is needed for 
processing, stockpiling, and loading. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
 

3. That the proposed use will not degrade the water quality of the County. 
 
Staff Analysis: There are no water features located on the area to be covered by this permit. There 
are two man-made ponds within the quarry site to the north. Stormwater is contained within the 
quarry floor. Runoff from adjacent agricultural fields will not be permitted to flow into the 
quarry. No chemical storage is proposed beyond gasoline/diesel fuel. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 



Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 

 
4. That the proposed use will not adversely increase the quantity of water runoff. 

 
Staff Analysis: All stormwater is contained within the quarry floor. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Overflow will be to the north. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

5. That soil conditions are adequate to accommodate the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The site contains limestone (Decorah Shale & Platteville) suitable for processing 
into stone products. Approximately 15’ of overburden, primarily silt loams, has been removed, 
leaving a limestone surface that is suitable for processing, stockpiling, and loading. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes, Agrees with SA, Overburden will be used for berms. 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

6. That potential pollution hazards been addressed and that standards have been met. 
 
Staff Analysis: No hazardous materials except gasoline and diesel fuel will be stored onsite. Fuel 
and lubricants within internal machinery tanks may be present onsite, and two storage tanks are 
proposed. Portable toilets will be utilized and serviced by licensed companies. Licensed blasting 
contractors will be utilized and will follow standard operating procedures to reduce dust control 
that includes reducing the size of the charge, time and sequence of blasts and monitoring the wind 
speed and direction. Dust control measures are proposed as needed. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA and Jim. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA and Jim. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes, Storage tanks are contained as to code. 
 

7. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are 
being provided. 
 
Staff Analysis: The site is accessed via State 44. An average of 28-45 trips per day is estimated. 
All other necessary facilities are currently in place. 
 



Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes, Ample areas to park. 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

8. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and 
loading space to serve the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: The quarry is operated with four employees. The existing quarry floor provides 
ample space for employee parking, as well as truck loading. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 

 
9. That facilities are provided to eliminate any traffic congestion or traffic hazard which may result 

from the proposed use. 
 
Staff Analysis: An average of 28-45 trips per day is estimated. MNDOT indicated that the 
proposal is not anticipated to have significant impacts on state roadways. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Truck hauling projects typically use signage. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

10. That the Conditional Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted. 
 
Staff Analysis: Noise will be emitted by earth moving equipment and other quarry operations 
during their established hours of operation. Heavy equipment noise, including back-up beepers, 
may be noticeable at the site and on adjacent properties. The area is sparsely populated. The 
closest residence is approximately 1,100 feet from the quarry boundary to the west. The next 
closest residence is 1,400 feet to the southeast. The topography of the working face, operational 
area, wind speed and direction will influence the noise for receptors in the area.  
 
When blasting, the owner and operator will retain professional and licensed blasting contractors 
who operate in accordance with all federal, state and county regulations. Residences within close 
proximity will be notified before blasting occurs. Two houses at a distance of approximately 2000 
and 2640 feet from previous blasts were recorded and showed no reading from seismic graph 
equipment. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, This is CUP area #1, will have minimal blasting. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 



Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

11. That the establishment of the Conditional Use will not impede the normal and orderly 
development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for predominant uses in the area. 
 
Staff Analysis: The predominant uses in the area consist of agricultural activities and forested 
areas.  Looking at the area within approximately 1 mile of the site, the predominant land covers in 
2018 were grass/pasture (32%), corn (28%), deciduous forest (17%), and soybeans (13%) (Figure 
3). Developed areas comprise approximately 6% of the area within a 1 mile radius of the quarry. 
Given present uses, the proposal is not anticipated to be an impediment to current or future uses.  
 

 
Figure 1 2018 Land Uses 

 
The site is located between Spring Grove and Mabel on Highway 44. Spring Grove is three miles 
to the northeast and Mabel four miles to the southwest. The property is bound by wooded forest 
with agricultural crop lands beyond the woodland. To the east of the access roads on the north 
side of the quarry is an abandoned building from the old farmstead. The closest residential 
building site is located approximately 1200 feet to the quarry’s west boundary. There are thirteen 
dwellings located on parcels within a half mile radius of the quarry. 
 



 
Figure 2 Parcels within 1/2 Mile 

Bob Burns – Yes 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Rich Schild – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

12. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or control offensive odor, fumes, 
dust, noise and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted 
signs and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. 
 
Staff Analysis: Noise is regulated by Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 7030, Noise 
Pollution Control (MN Rules 7030) for Class 3 noise areas (agricultural and related activities) 
that prescribes standards for day and night that are consistent with speech, sleep, annoyance and 
hearing conservation requirements on nearby properties. The maximum allowable noise levels for 
this activity, per MN Rules 7030, would be measured at the property line and would need to be 
less than: 

• Daytime and nighttime: L10 (10% of the time in a one hour survey) = 80 dB 
• Daytime and nighttime: L50 (50% of the time in a one hour survey) = 75 dB 

 
Limestone excavated out of the quarry is not easily airborne and the dust particles created are not 
easily suspended in the air for prolonged periods. Therefore, the dust from the quarry is expected 
to be confined to the property limits. Dust suppressants such as misting around equipment, 
enclosed equipment, watering or treatments of the haul roads, covered truck loads, clean-up of 
spilled material, limiting the exposed working face are primary tools that the applicant has 
identified for minimizing dust, and can be expected to be utilized as needed. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Bob Conway – Yes 



Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes, Agrees with SA, hours of operation will help noise. 
James Wieser – Yes 
 

13. That the density of any proposed residential development is not greater than the density of the 
surrounding neighborhood or not greater than the density indicated by the applicable Zoning 
District. 
 
Staff Analysis: NA 
 

14. That the intensity of any proposed commercial or industrial development is not greater than the 
intensity of the surrounding uses or not greater than the intensity characteristic of the applicable 
Zoning District. 
 
Staff Analysis: The quarry has expanded at a rate of approximately 1.5 acres annually under its 
current operation. It is expected that this rate of growth is more rapid than a typical quarry in the 
County. In part the intensity of use at the quarry is driven by State and County DOT projects. The 
rate of quarrying is not regulated under Ordinance—the reference to mineral extraction in the 
Agricultural District refers to Section 27, Mineral Extraction. Section 27 provides that mineral 
extraction be done in accordance to the Comprehensive Plan, which, as stated in Finding #1, 
outlines several goals that are dependent on a supply of aggregate materials. Thus, the intensity of 
use is characteristic of the Agricultural District. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes, Proposal consistent with past performance. 
 

15.  That site specific conditions and such other conditions are established as required for the 
protection of the public's health, safety, morals, and general welfare. 
 
Staff Analysis: The applicant has completed an EAW, which incorporated a multi-agency review. 
The site has operated under a past permit since 2008, and at different times prior to that, with no 
know impacts to the public's health, safety, morals, and general welfare. The current proposal is 
not significantly different from past practices. 
 
Bob Burns – Yes, Agrees with SA, EAW went through multiple agencies. 
Bob Conway – Yes 
Wayne Feldmeier – Yes 
Larry Hafner – Yes 
Edward Hammell – Yes 
Rich Schild – Yes 
James Wieser – Yes 

 
Larry Hafner made a motion to accept the findings as presented. Bob Conway 

seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Bob Conway made the motion to recommend the Houston County Board approve the 

Conditional Use application to do mineral extraction in an agricultural district with the 
following conditions: 



1. The Permittee shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations; 
2. The County may enter onto the premises at reasonable times and in a reasonable manner to ensure 

the permit holder is in compliance with the conditions and all other applicable statutes, rules, and 
ordinances.  

3. When requested by the County, but not more than once in any year, the Permittee shall submit a 
reclamation report which includes the following information: 

a. Name and mailing address of operator; 
b. The name, telephone number, cellular number, and email address of the person to be 

contacted regarding mine operation; 
c. A map or maps that accurately show and label: 

i. Total acreage of the mine area; 
ii. The acreage of the mine area currently disturbed by mining operations and not 

yet reclaimed; 
iii. The acreage of any portion of the mine area presently undergoing the process of 

reclamation;  
iv. The total acreage of reclaimed land; 

d. A statement of progress of mining operations since the County approved the reclamation 
plan or since the last submitted report, whichever is later.  

e. A statement of mining operations and reclamation activities expected to occur in the next 
12 months, including updated cost estimates for the cost of reclamation of currently 
disturbed areas and areas anticipated to be disturbed in the next 12 months.  

f. A certification signed by the operator that information provided is true and accurate. 
g. Final reclamation shall meet the County zoning ordinance standards after mining 

operation ceases.   
4. A financial assurance shall be filed with the County Treasurer in an amount not less than $15,000.  

a. Financial Assurance Requirements. 
i. Financial Assurance shall be in the form of bond, cash deposits, irrevocable 

letters of credit or other security, in such form and sum as the County Board may 
require covering the cost of reclamation of the property. 

ii. Bonds shall be issued by a surety company licensed to do business in the State of 
Minnesota. 

iii. Each bond shall provide that the bond shall not be canceled by the surety, except 
after not less than 90 days’ notice to the Zoning Office, in writing, by registered 
or certified mail.  Not less than 30 days prior to the expiration of the 90 day 
notice of cancellation, the operator must deliver a replacement bond or approved 
alternate financial assurance in absence of which all nonmetallic mining shall 
cease, and the county will begin actions to call in the bond.          

iv. The bond shall be payable to "Houston County, Minnesota". 
v. Bonds must be for all areas that have been disturbed or are proposed to be 

disturbed within 12 months where reclamation has not been certified by the 
County. Bonds may be for stages of phases of a site, but in no instance shall the 
bond be for an area less than 4 acres. Disturbances related to nonmetallic mining 
shall be limited to the areas which have bonds approved for them. 

5. The mine perimeter shall be surveyed and applicable setbacks shall be marked on the ground with 
posts such that each post is visible from each adjacent post. Property line setbacks shall be 50’, 
except the southern property line setback shall be 100 feet. 

6. The Permittee shall maintain a list of owners of property within 3000’ of the site, as measured 
from the approved mine boundaries, who wish to be notified in advance of blasting. The 
Permittee shall contact all owners of property within 3000’ of the mine site and inquire whether 
they wish to be included on the list; notice will be provided to those who do 24 hours in advance 
of blasting.  

7. Seismograph(s) shall be used to monitor the effects of blasting on neighboring properties. The 
Permittee shall notify the owners of buildings located within one half mile of the mine site of the 
option of having a seismograph periodically located on their property; the Permittee shall hire a 



third party to place and monitor seismographs, and make the information collected available to 
said property owners. At least one seismograph measurement shall be recorded for each blast at 
one of the participating properties, or, if permission from neighboring property owners is not 
granted, on a location on the Permittee’s property to be determined by the blasting contractor.  
Measurements shall be taken using industry standard practices, and impacts on neighboring 
properties must be within the limits of applicable regulations. 

8. Hours of operation shall be limited to the following: 
 Weekdays: 6:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
 Saturdays: 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
 Sundays: Closed 
 Holidays*: Closed. *Holidays shall mean holidays observed by Houston County. 
   Limits to hours of operation may be suspended by Houston County.  

9. Excavation shall not occur below a depth of 1,200’, except as part of an approved reclamation  
    plan.  

Larry Hafner seconded. Motion carried.  The Findings will be submitted to the 
Houston County Board of Commissioners for their review. 
 



This form is not intended for the general public. It is intended for use by county department heads,
representatives of other governmental units or vendors/agencies who contract with Houston County.
Members of the public may address the Board during the Public Comment Period. (See Policy for Public
Comment Period).

Date Submitted:

Person requesting appointment with County Board:

Will you be doing a power point or video presentation: ______ Yes        ___X NO

Issue:

Reviewed by: County Auditor County Attorney Zoning/Environmental Service

Finance Director County Engineer HR/Personnel

IS Director Other (indicate dept)

Recommendation:

Decision:

All agenda request forms must be submitted to the County Auditor by 4:00 p.m. on Monday in
order to be considered for inclusion on the following week's agenda.  The Board will review all 
requests and schedule appointments as appropriate.

Justification:

Action Requested:

Houston County
Agenda Request Form

For County Use Only

2/20/2020

John Pugleasa, Director Public Health & Human Services

Review and approve MFIP Biennial Service Agreement 2020-21

Electronic copy of agreement for review; copy of agreement for signature and electronic submission.

Review and approve agreement as presented; Board Chair signature

Attachments/Documentation for the Board's Review:





























This form is not intended for the general public. It is intended for use by county department heads,
representatives of other governmental units or vendors/agencies who contract with Houston County.
Members of the public may address the Board during the Public Comment Period. (See Policy for Public
Comment Period).

Date Submitted:

Person requesting appointment with County Board:

Will you be doing a power point or video presentation: ______ Yes        ___X NO

Issue:

Reviewed by: County Auditor County Attorney Zoning/Environmental Service

Finance Director County Engineer HR/Personnel

IS Director Other (indicate dept)

Recommendation:

Decision:

All agenda request forms must be submitted to the County Auditor by 4:00 p.m. on Monday in
order to be considered for inclusion on the following week's agenda.  The Board will review all 
requests and schedule appointments as appropriate.

Justification:

Action Requested:

Houston County
Agenda Request Form

For County Use Only

2/20/2020

John Pugleasa, Director Public Health & Human Services

Review 2020 SEMCAC contract for transportation

Electronic copy of contract for review; two hard copies of contract for signature.

Review and approve contract as presented; Board Chair signature.

Attachments/Documentation for the Board's Review:
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