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HOUSTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

AGENDA 

9:30 AM, November 26, 2019, County Board Room, Historic Courthouse 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

 

APPROVE MINUTES (Nov. 12 Board Meeting, Nov. 19 Workgroup Session) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

(Routine business items enacted by one unanimous motion.  Commissioners may request moving items 

on the consent agenda to the Action Item list if they desire discussion before taking action.) 

   

1) Approve Claims, Human Service & License Center disbursements 

2) Approve 2020 Technical Service Agreement with Ability Building Center for collection 

and processing of recyclable materials. 

3) Approve Gambling Permit for ABLE Foundation. 

4) Affirm the following personnel actions: 

i. Department of Corrections 

a) Initiate a search for a 0.8 FTE Technical Clerk I (B-21). 

ii. Sheriff’s Office 

a) Accept the resignation of Amy Gehrke, Jailer/Dispatcher effective the 

end of shift on November 29, 2019. 

b) Initiate a competitive search for Jailer/Dispatcher (female). 

 

ACTION ITEMS  

 

1) Consider initiating a search for a Forensic Social Worker (C41). (Arrick-Kruger) 

2) Consider approval of MN Wetland Conservation Act exemption for Robyn Moore, 

Jefferson Township. (Lacher) 

3) Consider approval of MN Wetland Conservation Act exemption for Gerald Skifton, 

Houston Township. (Lacher) 

 

 

Jeffrey Babinski 

County Administrator 



4) Consider granting approval to apply for two MDA Noxious Weed and Invasive Plant 

Grants, one as the primary applicant for Houston Township to purchase a sprayer and the 

second to partner with Winona County to work on oriental bittersweet education, 

mapping and eradication.  (Meiners) 

5) Consider approval of low bid for SAP 028-599-078 for the Lorenz Road project in Hokah 

Township. (Pogodzinski) 

6) Consider acceptance of bids on 22 acre parcel (#21.1152.002). (Trehus) 

i.    The board may hold a closed session in accordance with MN Statute 

13D.05, subd. 3 to “develop or consider offers or counteroffers for the 

purchase or sale of real or personal property.” 
 

 

INFORMATION ITEM 

           1)          MCIT Dividend Notice - $74,125.00 – Carol Lapham  

 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

1) Commissioner Reports & Comments 

 

 

CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

ADJOURN 

 

REMINDERS 

 November 26:  Regular Board Meeting 

    (Finance Standing Committee; Personnel Committee) 

 November 26:  Joint Board of Health Meeting (Mabel, 1:00 PM) 

 November 28/29: Thanksgiving Holiday 

 December 2:  Highway Building Committee (4:30 PM) 

 December 2:  Truth in Taxation (6:00 PM) 

 December 3:  Board Meeting 

 (Land Use/Public Works and Public Health and Human Services Standing 

Committees) 

 December 9-11: AMC Annual Conference 

 December 17:  Board Meeting 

    (Finance Standing Committee) 

 December 24/25: Christmas Holiday  



  HOUSTON COUNTY  
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

November 26, 2019  
 
Date Submitted:    11.20.19   
By:  Tess Kruger, HRD/Facilities Mgr. 
 
 
APPOINTMENT REQUESTED:  
 

 
CONSENT (HR requests) 
Department of Corrections 

• Initiate a search for a 0.8 FTE Technical Clerk I (B21) 
 
Sheriff’s Office  

• Accept the resignation of  Amy Gehke, Jailer/Dispatcher effective the end 
of his work shift on 11/29/19 

• Approve a competitive search for Jailer/Dispatcher (Female) 
 

 

Reviewed by: X 
County 
Administrator     

County 
Attorney        

Zoning 
Administrator 

  X Finance Director  
County 
Engineer       X 

Environmental 
Services 

    IS Director     

Other 
(indicate 
dept) 

Sheriff 
    

                    
 
Recommendation:                   

 

Decision:                   

 

 

























Forensic Social Worker Proposal (November 2019) 

Background: 

In 2018, the County Board approved the addition of a Forensic Social Worker for Human 
Services.  This position was the result of a collaborative effort between Human Services, the 
Sheriff’s Office, and the County Attorney’s Office.  The stated goals of this position were to 
address both the needs of the growing number of adults facing civil commitment (Rule 20), as 
well as juveniles in court for delinquency.  The position was filled through an internal transfer, 
and was implemented with a great deal of support from the Sheriff’s office, Jail staff, and the 
County Attorney’s office.  The original design of the position included regular attendance in 
court in order to gain context regarding current cases making their way through court system.  
From the beginning, the Judge would call upon the Forensic Social Worker to provide Human 
Services context to the cases that came before the court.  This was never the intent of the 
position, and unfortunately, the Public Defender’s office took exception to what it viewed as an 
unsworn agent of the county testifying in court.  As we were attempting to resolve these 
implementation challenges, the incumbent staff member decided to go back to her previous 
position as it had recently opened again.  We decided to hit the pause button and evaluate 
what we had learned from our initial implementation.  What came from this evaluation were 
several significant improvements to the program based on what we had learned.  Specifically: 

• The position will NOT attend court on a regular basis. 
• The position will focus on adult cases, which are by far our greatest need.   
• The position will maintain a closer connection to the Adult Services unit of Human 

Services. 

The Forensic Social Worker position was included in the approved 2019 PH & HS budget and 
in the proposed 2020 PH & HS Budget.  However, the integration of these two departments, 
and staffing transition in other existing areas of both Public Health and Human Services took 
priority.  This said, the need for the position, its intended impact, and the commitment of our 
collaborative partners remain (the filling of this position is supported by the Sheriff’s office, 
Court administration, and the County Attorney’s office). 

The bottom-line purpose of this position is to provide prevention and earlier intervention 
services to Houston County residents experiencing a mental health crisis and incarceration.  
The County’s statutory responsibility to serve this population is one of the single largest 
program cost drivers.  The re-focused elements of the Forensic Worker position will be as 
follows: 

• Rule 20 Civil Commitment Cases (Sexually Dangerous Predators (SDP), Mentally Ill and 
Dangerous (MI&D), with the coordination and follow-up that is required for these 
populations) 

• Work closely with Whatever It Takes (WIT) out of Olmsted County when a Houston 
County resident is transitioning out of a State Operated Service placement.   

• Work with local Jail staff to coordinate discharge planning for Houston County inmates 
leaving the jail. 

• Act as the Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) contact/coordinator for Houston County 
along with local law enforcement.  

• Work closely with local law enforcement, Veteran’s Services, and other partners to 
ensure coordination of effort and service.  
 



Projected Caseload: 

-The Forensic Worker will focus on Rule 20’s - these individuals can be on commitment; or we 
are tasked by the court, with supervision of those not on commitment.  This will allow for more 
contact with these individuals to offer support and services.  The Forensic Worker will have 
face-to-face visits each month.   

 *Current snapshot (as of 10/28/19) – number of Rule 20s: 5 

-The Forensic Worker will complete new commitments as they come in as a member of the pre-
petitions screening team. The Forensic Worker will also case manage new commitment cases 
(commitment cases with an existing case manager will be followed by the current case 
manager).  This will allow for more contact with these individuals to offer support and services.  
The Forensic Worker will be expected to have weekly contact with these individuals.  

*Current snapshot (as of 10/28/19) - number of commitments: 2 

-The Forensic Worker will case manage Adult Mental Health (AMH) clients who do not qualify 
for Targeted Case Management (TCM) 

*Current snapshot (as of 10/28/2019) – number of AMH clients w/o TCM: 4 

-The Forensic Worker will complete Rule 24 applications for Chemical Dependency for inmates 
in the Houston County Jail, coordinate the referral to treatment and follow through closing.  

 *Current snapshot (as of 10/28/2019) - number of Rule 24s: 1  

The Forensic Worker will assist inmates with discharge planning– where are they going, ride 
the day of discharge, financial/healthcare assistance application, etc.  This will be voluntary 
and offered by the jail/Forensic Worker to inmates as they near the end of their sentence.   

 

 

 



Houston County 
Agenda Request Form 

 
This form is not intended for the general public. It is intended for use by county department heads, 
representatives of other governmental units or vendors/agencies who contract with Houston County. 
Members of the public may address the Board during the Public Comment Period. (See Policy for Public 
Comment Period). 

 
Date Submitted: 11/15/19  

 
 
 

Person requesting appointment with County Board: Aaron Lacher 
 

Will you be doing a power point or video presentation:   Yes X No    
 

Issue:  Final action is needed on two wetland applications.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachments/Documentation for the Board's Review: An information packet and draft notice of decision is 
attached for each application.   

 
 
 
 

Justification:  The Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP) has reviewed each application and created findings 
supporting approval of both applications.  

 
 
 
 

Action Requested: Motion to approve Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act applications submitted by 
Robyn Moore for the installation of drain tile, and Gerald Skifton for a grade stabilization project.    

 
 
 

For County Use Only 
 

 
Reviewed by: 

 
County Auditor 

  
County Attorney 

  
Zoning/Environmental Service 

 Finance Director  County Engineer  HR/Personnel 

 IS Director  Other (indicate dept)   
 
Recommendation: 

     

 
 
 
 

Decision: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All agenda request forms must be submitted to the County Auditor by 4:00 p.m. on Monday in 
order to be considered for inclusion on the following week's agenda. The Board will review all 
requests and schedule appointments as appropriate. 
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Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act 
Notice of Decision 

 
Local Government Unit (LGU) 

Houston County  
Address 
304 South Marshall Street, Room 209 
Caledonia, Minnesota 55921 

 

1. PROJECT INFORMATION 
Applicant Name 
Gerold Skifton 

Project Name 
Gerold Skifton Grade 
Stabilization 

Date of 
Application 
October 7, 
2019 

Application 
Number 
0092 

 Attach site locator map. 
 
Type of Decision: 

 Wetland Boundary or Type                  No-Loss                  Exemption                  
Sequencing 

                                  Replacement Plan                                  Banking Plan 

 
Technical Evaluation Panel Findings and Recommendation (if any): 

 Approve                                           Approve with conditions                                           Deny  

Summary (or attach):       

 
2. LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT DECISION 

Date of Decision: 11/14/2019 

 Approved                              Approved with conditions (include below)                            
Denied  

 
LGU Findings and Conclusions (attach additional sheets as necessary): 
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For Replacement Plans using credits from the State Wetland Bank: 
Bank Account # 
      

Bank Service Area 
      

County 
      

Credits Approved for 
Withdrawal (sq. ft. or nearest 
.01 acre) 
      

 
Replacement Plan Approval Conditions.  In addition to any conditions specified by the LGU, the 
approval of a Wetland Replacement Plan is conditional upon the following: 

 Financial Assurance: For project-specific replacement that is not in-advance, a financial assurance 
specified by the LGU must be submitted to the LGU in accordance with MN Rule 8420.0522, Subp. 9 
(List amount and type in LGU Findings). 

 Deed Recording: For project-specific replacement, evidence must be provided to the LGU that the 
BWSR “Declaration of Restrictions and Covenants” and “Consent to Replacement Wetland” forms 
have been filed with the county recorder’s office in which the replacement wetland is located. 

 Credit Withdrawal: For replacement consisting of wetland bank credits, confirmation that BWSR 
has withdrawn the credits from the state wetland bank as specified in the approved replacement plan. 

Wetlands may not be impacted until all applicable conditions have been met! 
 
LGU Authorized Signature: 

Signing and mailing of this completed form to the appropriate recipients in accordance with 8420.0255, 
Subp. 5 provides notice that a decision was made by the LGU under the Wetland Conservation Act as 
specified above.  If additional details on the decision exist, they have been provided to the landowner 
and are available from the LGU upon request. 
Name 
Jeff Babinski 

Title 
County Administrator 

Signature 
 

Date 
      

Phone Number and E-mail 
507-725-5827 
      

 
THIS DECISION ONLY APPLIES TO THE MINNESOTA WETLAND CONSERVATION ACT.  
Additional approvals or permits from local, state, and federal agencies may be required.  Check with all 
appropriate authorities before commencing work in or near wetlands.   

 The project qualifies for an exemption under M.R. 8420.0420, Subp. 2, impacts resulting from soil and 
water conservation projects.  
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Applicants proceed at their own risk if work authorized by this decision is started before the time period 
for appeal (30 days) has expired. If this decision is reversed or revised under appeal, the applicant may be 
responsible for restoring or replacing all wetland impacts.  

This decision is valid for three years from the date of decision unless a longer period is advised by the TEP 
and specified in this notice of decision. 
 
 

3. APPEAL OF THIS DECISION 
Pursuant to MN Rule 8420.0905, any appeal of this decision can only be commenced by mailing a petition 
for appeal, including applicable fee, within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of the mailing of this Notice 
to the following as indicated:  

Check one: 
  Appeal of an LGU staff decision.  Send 

petition and $      fee (if applicable) to: 
      
      
      
      

 Appeal of LGU governing body decision.  
Send petition and $500 filing fee to: 
    Executive Director 
    Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
    520 Lafayette Road North 
    St. Paul, MN 55155 

 
4. LIST OF ADDRESSEES 

  SWCD TEP member: Dave Walter 
  BWSR TEP member: Alyssa Core 
  LGU TEP member (if different than LGU Contact): Aaron Lacher, Jim Gardner, and Brian 

Pogodzinski 
  DNR TEP member: Nicole Lehman 
  DNR Regional Office (if different than DNR TEP member) 
  WD or WMO (if applicable):       
  Applicant and Landowner (if different) 
  Members of the public who requested notice: 

             
             
             

  Corps of Engineers Project Manager 
  BWSR Wetland Bank Coordinator (wetland bank plan decisions only) 

 
 

5. MAILING INFORMATION 

 For a list of BWSR TEP representatives: www.bwsr.state.mn.us/aboutbwsr/workareas/WCA_areas.pdf 

 For a list of DNR TEP representatives: www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/wca/DNR_TEP_contacts.pdf 

 Department of Natural Resources Regional Offices: 
NW Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
2115 Birchmont Beach Rd. 
NE 
Bemidji, MN  56601 

NE Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
1201 E. Hwy. 2 
Grand Rapids, MN 
55744 

Central Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. 
Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
1200 Warner Road 
St. Paul, MN  55106 

Southern Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
261 Hwy. 15 South 
New Ulm, MN  56073 

For a map of DNR Administrative Regions, see: http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/dnr_regions.pdf 

 For a list of Corps of Project Managers: www.mvp.usace.army.mil/regulatory/default.asp?pageid=687    
or send to: 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
St. Paul District, ATTN: OP-R 
180 Fifth St. East, Suite 700 
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  St. Paul, MN 55101-1678 

 For Wetland Bank Plan applications, also send a copy of the application to: 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 

       Wetland Bank Coordinator 
       520 Lafayette Road North 
       St. Paul, MN 55155 
 

6. ATTACHMENTS 

In addition to the site locator map, list any other attachments: 
        
        
        
        
        

 
 





































U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
NRCS-CPA-6

11-97
CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE NOTES

LAND USER ADDRESS ACREAGE LOCATION OF UNIT

CURRENT CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES

LIST  POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS THE NRCS CONSERVATIONIS T  MIGHT CONSIDER WITH THE LAND
USER (As objectives change record them in the notes)

NOTES OF SIGNIFICANT ASSISTANCE PROVIDED, ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED, DECISIONS R EACHED, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS OR COMPONENT
PRACTICES INSTALLED, AND FOLLOWUP PROVIDED MAY BE RECORDED CHRONOLOGICALLY BEL OW AND ON ADDITIONAL PAGES TO PROVIDE A HISTORY OF
RESOURCE CONSERVATION PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES WITH THE LAND USE R. INCLUDE AND EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANT AND SOCIAL,
CULTURAL, ECONOMIC, AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES. (These included consideratio n of wetlands, flood plains, endangered species, archeological values, prime
lands, etc.) 

NOTESASSISTED BY
(initials)

DATE

















From: Iskrzycki, Samantha - NRCS, Waseca, MN
To: SM.NRCS.MNWCRegionE
Subject: FW: Gerald Skifton - Erosion Control Project (EQIP2019)
Date: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:15:18 AM
Attachments: 055_Tract14952_SkiftonGerald.pdf

 
 

From: Kite, Jeremy - NRCS, Blue Earth, MN <jeremy.kite@usda.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:14 AM
To: Iskrzycki, Samantha - NRCS, Waseca, MN <samantha.iskrzycki@usda.gov>
Subject: FW: Gerald Skifton - Erosion Control Project (EQIP2019)
 
 
 
Thank you,
 
Jeremy Kite
Wetland Specialist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
United States Department of Agriculture
411 S Grove St Suite 1
Blue Earth MN 56013
Jeremy.kite@usda.gov
(507)526-3282 x113
 

From: Larson, Gary - NRCS, Caledonia, MN <gary.larson2@usda.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:06 AM
To: Fritz, James - NRCS, Rochester, MN <james.fritz@usda.gov>; Bollman, Machele - NRCS,
Caledonia, MN <machele.bollman@usda.gov>; Blackburn, Charlie - NRCS, Rochester, MN
<charlie.blackburn@usda.gov>; Berscheid, Rick - NRCS, Faribault, MN <rick.berscheid@usda.gov>;
Kite, Jeremy - NRCS, Blue Earth, MN <jeremy.kite@usda.gov>; Janz, Aaron - NRCS, Faribault, MN
<aaron.janz@usda.gov>
Subject: Gerald Skifton - Erosion Control Project (EQIP2019)
 
Jim,
 
Here’s the situation. Skifton has a long narrow gully leading to a gully head which has formed in his
pasture field (valley setting). The proposed solution is to shape a grassed waterway and protection at
the head with a rock chute. A complete set of approved plans has been presented and approved by
Skifton. He is also currently pre-approved for FA with EQIP 2019. Dave Walter went out there with
the TEP panel which included the COE, MN DNR and the LGU. The only 1 that is requiring a permit is
the COE. The draw were it flattens out is fairly wet and when visited with Jeremy a narrow area may
be delineated as wetland.
 
I gave the COE a full set of plans and Dave Studentski indicated that a wetland delineation will be

mailto:samantha.iskrzycki@usda.gov
mailto:MNWCRegionE@usda.gov
mailto:Jeremy.kite@usda.gov
mailto:gary.larson2@usda.gov
mailto:james.fritz@usda.gov
mailto:machele.bollman@usda.gov
mailto:charlie.blackburn@usda.gov
mailto:rick.berscheid@usda.gov
mailto:jeremy.kite@usda.gov
mailto:aaron.janz@usda.gov


required for a permit. I subsequently had Skifton fill out an AD1026 to have our Wetland Team
perform a wetland delineation. This is pretty much were we are at with this project measure.
Previous conversations with Dave Studenski indicated that he has never denied a permit. Other work
we’ve did with COE involvement usually exempted the landowner if we were involved. Ie:
Streambank projects.
 
Give me a call if you would like to further discuss. It’s a great project to solve multiple resource
concerns with a lot of work already in place.
 
Thanks much….
 
Gary  
 

From: Larson, Gary - NRCS, Caledonia, MN 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 8:23 AM
To: 'Dave Studentski' <david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil>; 'skifton@acegroup.cc'
<skifton@acegroup.cc>
Subject: FW: AD1026 + supporting docs
 
Dave,
 
The request was sent in for a Wetland Delineation as requested by you. Please let me know if you
will require anything further.
 
Thank you…
 
gary
 

From: Larson, Gary - NRCS, Caledonia, MN 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 8:19 AM
To: SM.NRCS.MNWCRegionE <MNWCRegionE@usda.gov>; Berscheid, Rick - NRCS, Faribault, MN
<rick.berscheid@usda.gov>
Subject: AD1026 + supporting docs
 
Hello Wetland Team,
 
This request is for the purposes of conducting a Wetland Delineation to satisfy US Army COE
permitting. The producer has a pre-approved application with EQIP to construct a grassed waterway
and rock chute to stabilize a classic gully erosion concern.
 
Thank you…
 
Gary L. Larson
District Conservationist
507-724-5261 ext. 3

mailto:david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil
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Aaron Lacher

From: Dave Walter <goosey10@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2019 8:11 AM
To: Aaron Lacher; Core, Alyssa (BWSR); david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil; Brian 

Pogodzinski; Lehman, Nicole (DNR)
Subject: FW: Gerry skifton WCA

fyi 

From: Blackburn, Charlie ‐ NRCS, Rochester, MN [mailto:charlie.blackburn@usda.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2019 2:30 PM 
To: Dave Walter; Larson, Gary ‐ NRCS, Caledonia, MN 
Subject: RE: Gerry skifton WCA 
The tile line would start roughly at the start of the proposed waterway (~300’ upstream of the start of the rock chute) 
and would run along one side of the proposed waterway. It would probably have to outlet ½ way down the chute 
portion of the rock chute. Without having run any numbers I’m thinking it would be a 6 inch dia. perforated tile. There 
was a substantial amount of seepage coming out of the center of the draw on monday that was not there when we 
surveyed or I would have proposed this earlier.  
Charlie. 

From: Dave Walter <goosey10@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 9, 2019 1:29 PM 
To: Blackburn, Charlie ‐ NRCS, Rochester, MN <charlie.blackburn@usda.gov>; Larson, Gary ‐ NRCS, Caledonia, MN 
<gary.larson2@usda.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Gerry skifton WCA 
Can you reply 
Thanks  
DW  
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
Get Outlook for Android 

From: Core, Alyssa (BWSR) <alyssa.core@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 9, 2019, 8:31 AM 
To: Dave Walter 
Subject: RE: Gerry skifton WCA 
Where would it be installed? 

From: Dave Walter <goosey10@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2019 8:22 AM 
To: Aaron Lacher <Aaron.Lacher@co.houston.mn.us>; Core, Alyssa (BWSR) <alyssa.core@state.mn.us>; 
david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil; Brian Pogodzinski <Brian.Pogodzinski@co.houston.mn.us>; Lehman, Nicole (DNR) 
<nicole.lehman@state.mn.us> 
Subject: Gerry skifton WCA 
Hey TEP‐ 
Slight change to Skifton’s construction plans. The Conservation Engineering Technician Charlie Blackburn would like to 
install a perforated tile to help support the grassed waterway from gully erosion. 
Would that be ok? This change does meet NRCS stand & specs. 
Thanks 
dw 
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and 
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the 
sender and delete the email immediately.  
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Aaron Lacher

From: Studenski, David A CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Tuesday, October 8, 2019 4:50 PM
To: Dave Walter; Aaron Lacher; Core, Alyssa (BWSR); Brian Pogodzinski; Lehman, Nicole 

(DNR)
Subject: RE: Gerry skifton WCA (UNCLASSIFIED)

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
The project still should qualify for the Corps of Engineers Nationwide Permit 18. Minor Discharges.  The size and location 
of the tile may affect the potential that the wetland would be impacted permanently.  If there is permanent wetland loss 
the water quality benefits may be adversely impacted.  Further discussion in the application package should be provided 
to demonstrate that the project is still anticipated to result in no net loss of wetland function. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Studenski 
Lead Project Manager 
Regulatory Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
1114 South Oak Street 
La Crescent, MN 55947‐1560 
(651) 290‐5902 
FAX: (507) 895‐4116 
 
We are pleased to introduce our new paperless communication procedures in Minnesota.  Requests for action (pre‐
application consultations, permit applications, requests for delineation concurrences, requests for jurisdictional 
determinations, and mitigation bank proposals) should be sent directly to the following email: 
usace_requests_mn@usace.army.mil. Please include the county name in the subject line of the email (e.g. Washington 
County).  These changes will improve efficiency, reduce costs and reduce the environmental footprint.  Additional 
information can be found in our public notice located here: http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx 
 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Dave Walter [mailto:goosey10@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 8, 2019 8:22 AM 
To: Aaron Lacher <Aaron.Lacher@co.houston.mn.us>; Core, Alyssa (BWSR) <alyssa.core@state.mn.us>; Studenski, David 
A CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil>; Brian Pogodzinski 
<Brian.Pogodzinski@co.houston.mn.us>; Lehman, Nicole (DNR) <nicole.lehman@state.mn.us> 
Subject: [Non‐DoD Source] Gerry skifton WCA 
 
Hey TEP‐ 
 
Slight change to Skifton's construction plans.  The Conservation Engineering Technician Charlie Blackburn would like to 
install a perforated tile to help support the grassed waterway from gully erosion. 
 
  



2

 
Would that be ok?  This change does meet NRCS stand & specs. 
 
  
 
Thanks 
 
dw 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act 
Notice of Decision 

 
Local Government Unit (LGU) 
Houston County  

Address 
304 South Marshall Street, Room 209 
Caledonia, Minnesota 55921 

 
1. PROJECT INFORMATION 

Applicant Name 
Gerold Skifton 

Project Name 
Gerold Skifton Grade 
Stabilization 

Date of 
Application 
October 7, 
2019 

Application 
Number 
0092 

 Attach site locator map. 
 
Type of Decision: 

 Wetland Boundary or Type                  No-Loss                  Exemption                  
Sequencing 

                                  Replacement Plan                                  Banking Plan 
 
Technical Evaluation Panel Findings and Recommendation (if any): 

 Approve                                           Approve with conditions                                           Deny  

Summary (or attach):       

 
2. LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT DECISION 

Date of Decision: 11/14/2019 

 Approved                              Approved with conditions (include below)                            
Denied  

 
LGU Findings and Conclusions (attach additional sheets as necessary): 
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For Replacement Plans using credits from the State Wetland Bank: 
Bank Account # 
      

Bank Service Area 
      

County 
      

Credits Approved for 
Withdrawal (sq. ft. or nearest 
.01 acre) 
      

 
Replacement Plan Approval Conditions.  In addition to any conditions specified by the LGU, the 
approval of a Wetland Replacement Plan is conditional upon the following: 

 Financial Assurance: For project-specific replacement that is not in-advance, a financial assurance 
specified by the LGU must be submitted to the LGU in accordance with MN Rule 8420.0522, Subp. 9 
(List amount and type in LGU Findings). 

 Deed Recording: For project-specific replacement, evidence must be provided to the LGU that the 
BWSR “Declaration of Restrictions and Covenants” and “Consent to Replacement Wetland” forms 
have been filed with the county recorder’s office in which the replacement wetland is located. 

 Credit Withdrawal: For replacement consisting of wetland bank credits, confirmation that BWSR 
has withdrawn the credits from the state wetland bank as specified in the approved replacement plan. 

Wetlands may not be impacted until all applicable conditions have been met! 
 
LGU Authorized Signature: 

Signing and mailing of this completed form to the appropriate recipients in accordance with 8420.0255, 
Subp. 5 provides notice that a decision was made by the LGU under the Wetland Conservation Act as 
specified above.  If additional details on the decision exist, they have been provided to the landowner 
and are available from the LGU upon request. 
Name 
Jeff Babinski 

Title 
County Administrator 

Signature 
 

Date 
      

Phone Number and E-mail 
507-725-5827 
      

 
THIS DECISION ONLY APPLIES TO THE MINNESOTA WETLAND CONSERVATION ACT.  
Additional approvals or permits from local, state, and federal agencies may be required.  Check with all 
appropriate authorities before commencing work in or near wetlands.   

 The project qualifies for an exemption under M.R. 8420.0420, Subp. 2 C, impacts resulting from soil 
and water conservation projects.  
 



BWSR Forms 7-1-10  Page 3 
of 3       

Applicants proceed at their own risk if work authorized by this decision is started before the time period 
for appeal (30 days) has expired. If this decision is reversed or revised under appeal, the applicant may be 
responsible for restoring or replacing all wetland impacts.  

This decision is valid for three years from the date of decision unless a longer period is advised by the TEP 
and specified in this notice of decision. 
 
 

3. APPEAL OF THIS DECISION 
Pursuant to MN Rule 8420.0905, any appeal of this decision can only be commenced by mailing a petition 
for appeal, including applicable fee, within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of the mailing of this Notice 
to the following as indicated:  

Check one: 
  Appeal of an LGU staff decision.  Send 

petition and $      fee (if applicable) to: 
      
      
      
      

 Appeal of LGU governing body decision.  
Send petition and $500 filing fee to: 
    Executive Director 
    Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
    520 Lafayette Road North 
    St. Paul, MN 55155 

 
4. LIST OF ADDRESSEES 

  SWCD TEP member: Dave Walter 
  BWSR TEP member: Alyssa Core 
  LGU TEP member (if different than LGU Contact): Aaron Lacher, Jim Gardner, and Brian 

Pogodzinski 
  DNR TEP member: Nicole Lehman 
  DNR Regional Office (if different than DNR TEP member) 
  WD or WMO (if applicable):       
  Applicant and Landowner (if different) 
  Members of the public who requested notice: 

             
             
             

  Corps of Engineers Project Manager 
  BWSR Wetland Bank Coordinator (wetland bank plan decisions only) 

 
 

5. MAILING INFORMATION 

 For a list of BWSR TEP representatives: www.bwsr.state.mn.us/aboutbwsr/workareas/WCA_areas.pdf 

 For a list of DNR TEP representatives: www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/wca/DNR_TEP_contacts.pdf 

 Department of Natural Resources Regional Offices: 
NW Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
2115 Birchmont Beach Rd. 
NE 
Bemidji, MN  56601 

NE Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
1201 E. Hwy. 2 
Grand Rapids, MN 
55744 

Central Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. 
Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
1200 Warner Road 
St. Paul, MN  55106 

Southern Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
261 Hwy. 15 South 
New Ulm, MN  56073 

For a map of DNR Administrative Regions, see: http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/dnr_regions.pdf 

 For a list of Corps of Project Managers: www.mvp.usace.army.mil/regulatory/default.asp?pageid=687    
or send to: 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
St. Paul District, ATTN: OP-R 
180 Fifth St. East, Suite 700 

http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/aboutbwsr/workareas/WCA_areas.pdf
http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/wca/DNR_TEP_contacts.pdf
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/dnr_regions.pdf
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/regulatory/default.asp?pageid=687
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  St. Paul, MN 55101-1678 
 For Wetland Bank Plan applications, also send a copy of the application to: 

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
       Wetland Bank Coordinator 
       520 Lafayette Road North 
       St. Paul, MN 55155 
 

6. ATTACHMENTS 
In addition to the site locator map, list any other attachments: 

        
        
        
        
        

 
 





;;Y 
LGU Representative Date ONR Reoresentauve Da:e 

Do not concur 0 Do not concur 0 

1 TEP Findings should be a meaningful concise summary detailing the project conditions, technical data, and w hat rules apply. 

The TEP recommendatron should be clear, based on rule and best professional judgement. 
Rev. 1211712013 

AaronL
Typewritten Text
N/A
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Aaron Lacher

From: Dave Walter <goosey10@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 7:59 AM
To: Core, Alyssa (BWSR); Brian Pogodzinski; Aaron Lacher; Dave Walter; David.A.Studenski 

(David.A.Studenski@usace.army.mil); Lehman, Nicole (DNR); Meghan Brown
Subject: RE: TEP Notice of Decision - Skifton
Attachments: scan.pdf

Signed copy attached 
 
Hey Aaron you may want to put the letter “C” after subp.2…..and the project is just in section 9 
 
DW 
 

From: Core, Alyssa (BWSR) [mailto:alyssa.core@state.mn.us]  
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 2:39 PM 
To: Brian Pogodzinski; Aaron Lacher; Dave Walter; David.A.Studenski (David.A.Studenski@usace.army.mil); Lehman, 
Nicole (DNR); Meghan Brown 
Subject: RE: TEP Notice of Decision - Skifton 
 
Signed copy attached. 
 
Alyssa 
 

From: Brian Pogodzinski <Brian.Pogodzinski@co.houston.mn.us>  
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 2:15 PM 
To: Aaron Lacher <Aaron.Lacher@co.houston.mn.us>; Core, Alyssa (BWSR) <alyssa.core@state.mn.us>; Dave Walter 
<goosey10@hotmail.com>; David.A.Studenski (David.A.Studenski@usace.army.mil) 
<David.A.Studenski@usace.army.mil>; Lehman, Nicole (DNR) <nicole.lehman@state.mn.us>; Meghan Brown 
<MEGHAN.J.BROWN@USACE.ARMY.MIL> 
Subject: RE: TEP Notice of Decision ‐ Skifton 
 
See attached 
 
Brian K. Pogodzinski, P.E. 
Houston County Engineer 
 

From: Aaron Lacher <Aaron.Lacher@co.houston.mn.us>  
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 12:45 PM 
To: Brian Pogodzinski <Brian.Pogodzinski@co.houston.mn.us>; Core, Alyssa (BWSR) (alyssa.core@state.mn.us) 
<alyssa.core@state.mn.us>; Dave Walter <goosey10@hotmail.com>; David.A.Studenski 
(David.A.Studenski@usace.army.mil) <David.A.Studenski@usace.army.mil>; Lehman, Nicole (DNR) 
<nicole.lehman@state.mn.us>; Meghan Brown <MEGHAN.J.BROWN@USACE.ARMY.MIL> 
Subject: TEP Notice of Decision ‐ Skifton 
 
All,  
 
Please review, sign, and return.  
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Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act 
Notice of Decision 

 
Local Government Unit (LGU) 
Houston County  

Address 
304 South Marshall Street, Room 209 
Caledonia, Minnesota 55921 

 
1. PROJECT INFORMATION 

Applicant Name 
Robyn Moore 

Project Name 
Robyn Moore Drain Tile 

Date of 
Application 
October 10, 
2019 

Application 
Number 
0093 

 Attach site locator map. 
 
Type of Decision: 

 Wetland Boundary or Type                  No-Loss                  Exemption                  
Sequencing 

                                  Replacement Plan                                  Banking Plan 
 
Technical Evaluation Panel Findings and Recommendation (if any): 

 Approve                                           Approve with conditions                                           Deny  

Summary (or attach):       

 
2. LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT DECISION 

Date of Decision: 11/14/2019 

 Approved                              Approved with conditions (include below)                            
Denied  

 
LGU Findings and Conclusions (attach additional sheets as necessary): 
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For Replacement Plans using credits from the State Wetland Bank: 
Bank Account # 
      

Bank Service Area 
      

County 
      

Credits Approved for 
Withdrawal (sq. ft. or nearest 
.01 acre) 
      

 
Replacement Plan Approval Conditions.  In addition to any conditions specified by the LGU, the 
approval of a Wetland Replacement Plan is conditional upon the following: 

 Financial Assurance: For project-specific replacement that is not in-advance, a financial assurance 
specified by the LGU must be submitted to the LGU in accordance with MN Rule 8420.0522, Subp. 9 
(List amount and type in LGU Findings). 

 Deed Recording: For project-specific replacement, evidence must be provided to the LGU that the 
BWSR “Declaration of Restrictions and Covenants” and “Consent to Replacement Wetland” forms 
have been filed with the county recorder’s office in which the replacement wetland is located. 

 Credit Withdrawal: For replacement consisting of wetland bank credits, confirmation that BWSR 
has withdrawn the credits from the state wetland bank as specified in the approved replacement plan. 

Wetlands may not be impacted until all applicable conditions have been met! 
 
LGU Authorized Signature: 

Signing and mailing of this completed form to the appropriate recipients in accordance with 8420.0255, 
Subp. 5 provides notice that a decision was made by the LGU under the Wetland Conservation Act as 
specified above.  If additional details on the decision exist, they have been provided to the landowner 
and are available from the LGU upon request. 
Name 
Jeff Babinski 

Title 
County Administrator 

Signature 
 

Date 
      

Phone Number and E-mail 
507-725-5827 
      

 
THIS DECISION ONLY APPLIES TO THE MINNESOTA WETLAND CONSERVATION ACT.  
Additional approvals or permits from local, state, and federal agencies may be required.  Check with all 
appropriate authorities before commencing work in or near wetlands.   

TEP viewed site and reviewed aerial images from 1980-1991. The TEP found that: 
1. The purpose of the TEP panel on-site review of Robin Moore's property (PID 07-0203-001) in 
Jefferson Township on October 4, 2019 was to evaluate her proposal to install drainage tile within a 
filed. 
2. The area was planted with annually seeded crops or was in a crop rotation seeding of pasture grass or 
legumes in six of the last ten years prior to January 1, 1991. 
3. The proposed project qualifies for an exemption under Minnesota Rule 8420.0420 Subp. 2A.  
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Applicants proceed at their own risk if work authorized by this decision is started before the time period 
for appeal (30 days) has expired. If this decision is reversed or revised under appeal, the applicant may be 
responsible for restoring or replacing all wetland impacts.  

This decision is valid for three years from the date of decision unless a longer period is advised by the TEP 
and specified in this notice of decision. 
 
 

3. APPEAL OF THIS DECISION 
Pursuant to MN Rule 8420.0905, any appeal of this decision can only be commenced by mailing a petition 
for appeal, including applicable fee, within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of the mailing of this Notice 
to the following as indicated:  

Check one: 
  Appeal of an LGU staff decision.  Send 

petition and $      fee (if applicable) to: 
      
      
      
      

 Appeal of LGU governing body decision.  
Send petition and $500 filing fee to: 
    Executive Director 
    Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
    520 Lafayette Road North 
    St. Paul, MN 55155 

 
4. LIST OF ADDRESSEES 

  SWCD TEP member: Dave Walter 
  BWSR TEP member: Alyssa Core 
  LGU TEP member (if different than LGU Contact): Aaron Lacher, Jim Gardner, and Brian 

Pogodzinski 
  DNR TEP member: Nicole Lehman 
  DNR Regional Office (if different than DNR TEP member) 
  WD or WMO (if applicable):       
  Applicant and Landowner (if different) 
  Members of the public who requested notice: 

             
             
             

  Corps of Engineers Project Manager 
  BWSR Wetland Bank Coordinator (wetland bank plan decisions only) 

 
 

5. MAILING INFORMATION 

 For a list of BWSR TEP representatives: www.bwsr.state.mn.us/aboutbwsr/workareas/WCA_areas.pdf 

 For a list of DNR TEP representatives: www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/wca/DNR_TEP_contacts.pdf 

 Department of Natural Resources Regional Offices: 
NW Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
2115 Birchmont Beach Rd. 
NE 
Bemidji, MN  56601 

NE Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
1201 E. Hwy. 2 
Grand Rapids, MN 
55744 

Central Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. 
Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
1200 Warner Road 
St. Paul, MN  55106 

Southern Region: 
Reg. Env. Assess. Ecol. 
Div. Ecol. Resources 
261 Hwy. 15 South 
New Ulm, MN  56073 

For a map of DNR Administrative Regions, see: http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/dnr_regions.pdf 

 For a list of Corps of Project Managers: www.mvp.usace.army.mil/regulatory/default.asp?pageid=687    
or send to: 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
St. Paul District, ATTN: OP-R 
180 Fifth St. East, Suite 700 

http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/aboutbwsr/workareas/WCA_areas.pdf
http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/wca/DNR_TEP_contacts.pdf
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/dnr_regions.pdf
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/regulatory/default.asp?pageid=687
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  St. Paul, MN 55101-1678 
 For Wetland Bank Plan applications, also send a copy of the application to: 

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
       Wetland Bank Coordinator 
       520 Lafayette Road North 
       St. Paul, MN 55155 
 

6. ATTACHMENTS 
In addition to the site locator map, list any other attachments: 

        
        
        
        
        

 
 







































 

 

 

 

October 8, 2019 

 

Robyn Moore 

1262 Serenity Ridge CT 

Mesquite, NV 89034 

 

 

Dear Robyn Moore, 

 

This letter is intended to provide documentation of a Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP) meeting that 

occurred on property you own (PID 07-0203-001) in Jefferson Township on October 4, 2019. The purpose of 

the meeting was to evaluate your proposal to install drainage tile within a field. Houston County, MNDNR, 

BWSR, SWCD, and the Corps. of Engineers were represented. After viewing the site and review of 

applicable information, the consensus of the TEP was that your proposal qualifies for an exemption under 

8420.0420 subpart 2A.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Aaron Lacher 
This document has been electronically signed. 

 

Aaron Lacher 

Zoning Administrator 

Houston County 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
Solid Waste  Recycling  Zoning 

304 South Marshall Street – Room 209, Caledonia, MN 55921   
Phone: (507) 725-5800  Fax: (507) 725-5590 

 

HOUSTON COUNTY  

Houston 
County 

National Leader 
in Recycling 





 
 
 
 
 
 

November 15, 2019 
 
Donna Trehus 
Auditor/Treasurer 
Houston County 
304 S Marshall St Rm 112 
Caledonia, Minnesota  55921 
 
RE:  2019 MCIT DIVIDEND PAYMENT 
 
Dear Donna Trehus: 
 
The Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust Board of Directors is pleased to provide 
Houston County with the following dividend. Your dividend totals $74,125 and consists of 
$59,494 attributable to your workers’ compensation coverage and $14,631 attributable to your 
property and casualty coverage. 
 
In June of 2019, the MCIT Board of Directors declared a $10 million dividend to members in good 
standing. This marks the 29th consecutive year MCIT has returned dividends to members and 
brings the total dividends paid to approximately $345 million. The board annually evaluates the 
feasibility of providing a dividend. Their decision to return fund balance is the result of actuarial 
studies and related financial analysis.  
 
The board of directors is pleased to provide a dividend this year but reminds members that past 
dividends are no guarantee of future distributions. Although driven largely by investment 
income, dividends are also influenced by operational expenses, which includes claim costs and 
the effectiveness of members to prevent losses. Workers’ compensation claim development is 
impacted by increases in the cost of medical treatment, prescription medications and the 
addition of PTSD as a compensable illness. Property/casualty claim development is adversely 
impacted by claims involving jail suicides, inmate deaths not attributed to suicide and 
allegations of a failure to provide adequate medical treatment to inmates. These developments 
affected the cost of MCIT operations resulting in rate increases for coverage in 2020 in both 
divisions. Since the dividend announcement, we have also experienced significant changes in 
the terms and cost of property and casualty reinsurance.  
 
The board is committed to conservative fiscal management of the program as a means to ensure 
the program remains fully funded. Your efforts to manage risk and support the work of MCIT will 
contribute to the fiscal health of MCIT.  
 
Thank you for your hard work and participation in MCIT.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Felix Schmiesing, Sherburne County Commissioner 
Trust Chair

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS 
 
Felix Schmiesing 
Chair 
Sherburne County 
Commissioner 
 
Don Diedrich 
Vice-Chair 
Polk County  
Commissioner 
 
Richard Downham 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Cass County 
Commissioner 
 
Kevin Corbid 
Washington County 
Auditor 
 
Randy Schreifels 
Stearns County 
Auditor/ Treasurer 
 
Ron Antony 
Yellow Medicine County 
Commissioner 
 
Don Wachal 
Jackson County 
Commissioner 
 
Eric Nerness 
Hubbard County 
Coordinator 
 
Marcia Ward 
Winona County 
Commissioner 



This form is not intended for the general public. It is intended for use by county department heads, 

representatives of other governmental units or vendors/agencies who contract with Houston County.

Members of the public may address the Board during the Public Comment Period. (See Policy for Public

Comment Period). 

Date Submitted:

Person requesting appointment with County Board:

Issue:

Reviewed by: County Auditor County Attorney Zoning Administrator

Finance Director County Engineer Environmental Services

IS Director Other (indicate dept)

Recommendation:

Decision:

All agenda request forms must be submitted to the County Auditor by 4:00 p.m. on Monday in

order to be considered for inclusion on the following week's agenda.  The Board will review all 

reequests and determine if the request will be heard at a County Board meeting.

Justification:

Action Requested:

Houston County

Agenda Request Form

For County Use Only

November 18, 2019 for November 26, 2019 Board Meeting

 Amelia Meiners

Seeking approval to apply for two MDA Noxious Weed and Invasive Plant grants, one as the primary 

applicant for Houston Township to purchase a sprayer and the second to partner with Winona County to 

work on oriental bittersweet education, mapping and eradication.

Houston Township Spray Acquisition Application                                                                                                      

Regional Winona County Oriental Bittersweet Initiative and Letter of Support from Houston County

Approval to apply for grants.

Attachments/Documentation for the Board's Review:



Amelia Meiners Houston County Environmental Services

Printed On: 20 November 2019 Noxious Weed and Invasive Plant Grant FY20 1

Houston Township Sprayer Acquisition
Noxious Weed and Invasive Plant Grant FY20

 

Houston County Environmental Services
Jeff Babinski 
304 S Marshall St., Room 209
Caledonia, MN 55921

O: 507-725-5800

Amelia  Meiners  
304 S Marshall St., Room 209
Caledonia, MN 55921

amelia.meiners@co.houston.mn.us
O: 507-725-5800
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Application Form

Contact Information
Project Name* 

Houston Township Sprayer Acquisition

Name of Contact Person* 
Amelia Meiners

Organization name (County or local government name)* 
Houston County for Houston Township

Organization mailing address* 
304 S. Marshall St., Room 209

City* 
Caledonia

State (MN) 

ZIP* 
55921

County* 
Houston

Phone number* 
5077255800

Cell phone number 

Email* 
amelia.meiners@co.houston.mn.us



Amelia Meiners Houston County Environmental Services
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Eligibility
Please confirm your eligibility by checking the appropriate boxes.* 

I am a County Ag Inspector/County Designated Employee OR my CAI/CDE has approved the application.
I agree to submit records of infestations to EDDMapS and to use ISMTrack for treatment records.
I agree that no work has started on the project nor will start until agreement is fully signed.

Proposal Summary
Review the Request for Proposals (RFP) before submitting your application. Details on the project levels may be 
found in the Grant Overview section and the Project Evaluation Profiles.

What level are you applying for? (check one)* 
Level 1

Award Amount Requested* 
$5,000.00

Number of Acres Targeted for Treatment* 
92

The project must address one of the eight eligible purposes outlined in M.S. 
18.90(a) listed below.* 
Check all that apply.

Protection of wildlife and fisheries biodiversity
Educational activities

Supplemental Questions
Targeted Population* 
Is the applicant or collaborating organization from a tribal nation, township, or county with a population under 
10,000 residents?

Yes

Have you received a previous Noxious Weed Grant from MDA?* 
No

If NO, skip to the next section.
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If YES: 1. Briefly describe your previous grant project. (Limit: 500 characters) 
[Unanswered]

2. Is the project completed and final payment request submitted to MDA? 
No

2. (a) If NO, 
Please write an update on the progress of your current grant project (Limit: 500 characters)

[Unanswered]

Target Plants
Please check all the species from this list you will be targeting:

Targeted species on the Eradicate List 
Common teasel
Cutleaf teasel
Japanese hops
Oriental bittersweet
Palmer amaranth
Poison hemlock

Targeted species on the Control List 
Canada thistle
Common barberry
Common tansy
Plumeless thistle
Wild parsnip

Targeted species on the Restricted List 
Common buckthorn
Crown vetch
Garlic mustard
Glossy buckthorn
Multiflora rose
Wild carrot

Targeted species on the Specially Regulated List 
Japanese knotweed
Poison ivy



Amelia Meiners Houston County Environmental Services
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Other targeted species (please list here) 

Narrative Questions
Please give concise explanations for each section. Project timeline should start no earlier than March 15, 2020.

Project justification (Limit: 5,000 characters)* 
What is the problem this application seeks to address?
For example: “Hennepin County has documented 20 acres infested with cutleaf teasel on private land.” If the 
project includes a non-regulated terrestrial invasive plant(s), please provide evidence why it should be prioritized 
for this grant appropriation.

Wild parsnip, which is on the Control list, silently moved into the county a few years ago, but it wasn’t 
until recent years that it started to get noticed. It began by taking over select right of way areas on township, 
county and state roadways, but went untreated long enough that the population has exploded and started to 
spread onto private land. Typically, a township’s roadside vegetation management activity only consists of 
mowing. Those familiar with southeastern Minnesota should realize that the topography makes some areas 
difficult to manage with only mowing and in addition, if done at the wrong time will only result in cultivating 
this noxious weed. A few townships that have recognized that a different approach might be necessary have 
expressed that they struggle to find available commercial applicators, as there are a limited number 
applicators and equipment available and their priority at that time of year is completing herbicide 
management in row crops. That is why Houston Township would like to be purchase their own spraying 
equipment. The County purchased a new sprayer a couple of years ago and in just a short period, the County 
right of way areas have benefited greatly. They are unable to assist townships with treatments, however, the 
County Highway Department has worked with the township representatives to select the proposed 
equipment and develop an herbicide regimen. 

Wild parsnip is an aggressively growing monocarpic, perennial native to Eurasia, forming rosettes in the 
first year followed by vegetative growth in subsequent years. It produces yellow blooms from June to mid-
July, dying shortly after seed set which leaves seeds on standing dead plants in the middle of summer. This 
allows for easy seed dispersal as the dead plants are easily disturbed during late summer activity. Infestations 
start in disturbed areas such as along edges of roads, trails, pastures, forest and field margins and other idle 
lands. Wild parsnip invades slowly and when ignored, an established population will spread rapidly. This 
results in the formation of a dense monoculture that replaces native plant and animal habitat and reduces the 
quality of forage crops. Houston Township has a significant diversity of habitats bordering their right of ways 
including pastureland, state recreational lands, row crops, prairie and conservation plantings, and residential 
properties. In addition to the ecological threat, wild parsnip also presents a public health threat. Visitors from 
all over the Midwest come to the Houston area to recreate and enjoy our natural resources. Contact with sap 
from the plant causes phytophotodermatitis to both humans and livestock in addition to the plant being toxic 
if ingested by livestock.

Because seeds are viable for a number of years in the soil, eradication is only a realistic goal with 
consecutive treatments. Purchasing a sprayer will allow the township to treat for many years to come instead 
of relying on contractors and other methods such as mowing. The Houston Township Board will monitor for 
impacts and measure the distribution and density of wild parsnip after treatments.

There are a few other species mapped in or very close to Houston Township that will be indirectly 
targeted. These include common tansy, poison hemlock, common and cutleaf teasel, common and Japanese 
barberry, thistles, common and European buckthorn, garlic mustard, crown vetch, multiflora rose, wild carrot 
and Japanese knotweed. Houston County plans to survey the Houston Township roads prior to the first 
treatment in 2020 for early blooming species such as poison hemlock.

In addition, Houston County plans to conduct public outreach next spring on the public health and 
ecological threat of wild parsnip. The increased awareness will hopefully allow county landowners and users 
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to detect infestations and either seek help or work on their own to eradicate this nuisance quickly and 
effectively.

Objectives and deliverables (Limit: 5,000 characters)* 
What are the project objectives that will directly address the problem stated above? How will objectives be 
measured to determine the success of the project? Clearly state objectives; use statements that specifically 
describe the target plants you expect to address.
Example: Objective 1 – By December 30, 2019, treat 20 acres of cutleaf teasel in Hennepin County.

Objective 1 - By April 15, 2020, purchase equipment to target noxious weeds in the township right of way, 
targeting primarily wild parsnip, but potentially treating poison hemlock, common and cutleaf teasel, 
common tansy, garlic mustard, wild carrot, glossy and common buckthorn, multiflora rose, Japanese 
knotweed and Japanese barberry. 

Objective 2 - By June 30, 2020, publish educational information on the public health threat of wild parsnip 
in the local newspapers and post fliers at businesses, nature centers, etc. to spread the word. 

Objective 3 - By June 30, 2020, treat approximately 92 acres of right of way in Houston Township with a 
foliar application as prescribed. 

Objective 4 - By October 1, 2020, treat approximately 92 acres of right of way in Houston Township with a 
foliar application as prescribed. The township will mow over the course of the summer as well.

Work plan (Limit: 7,000 characters)* 
Provide a step by step description of the grant project – how and when you will carry out each item or activity of 
your grant project. What actions will you take to address the problem stated above? Describe the specific activities 
that will achieve each of the objectives, deadlines for accomplishing each activity, and responsible parties.
Example: Activities – In partnership with townships and private landowners, identify infestations of cutleaf teasel 
in Hennepin County that need to be treated.
Who: John Johnson, Hennepin County Ag Inspector (By July 2019). Set up meetings with landowners adjacent to 
known cutleaf teasel infestations to discuss identifying, mapping, and management options
Who: John Johnson, Hennepin County Ag Inspector (By October 2019) Ensure completion of cutleaf teasel 
treatments
Who: John Johnson, Hennepin County Ag Inspector (By December 15, 2019). Submit invoices for reimbursement 
and final report to MDA, submit treatment records to ISMTrack

Houston Township and County Highway Department employees have been working together with 
chemical representatives to figure out what piece of equipment and heribicide regimen will best suit the 
needs of the township. This grant hopefully will allow equipment and herbicide acquisition to take place by 
April 15, 2020. The township will be able to start treatments then as soon as the plant is at an appropriate 
stage in May or June, followed up with mowing and then a fall application in September or October. Having a 
piece of equipment will allow them to spray at ideal times and not at the mercy of a contractor's availability, if 
they can even find one. The hope is that with increased landowner education on wild parsnip and other 
noxious weeds, along with the township's increased management activity, that private landowners will work 
to eradicate the infestations that have reached their property as well. Then with continued efforts over the 
next few years, infestations can be eradicated.
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Budget
Budget narrative (Limit: 6,000 characters)* 
The budget narrative is a detailed description of each of the costs in the grant project per line item. A cost estimate 
is required for all Personnel; Equipment, Tools, Supplies, Herbicides; Education and Outreach Materials; 
Contracted Services; In-State Travel; Other.

Objective 1 - By April 15, 2020, purchase equipment to target noxious weeds in the township right of way, 
targeting primarily wild parsnip, but potentially treating poison hemlock, common and cutleaf teasel, 
common tansy, garlic mustard, wild carrot, glossy and common buckthorn, multiflora rose, Japanese 
knotweed and Japanese barberry. 

The township has worked with the County Highway Department to choose a sprayer and formulate an 
effective herbicide regimen. Because the capital expense maximum is $5,000 the township will cover any 
remaining expenses for the sprayer and chemicals in addition to supplying an employee and vehicle.

Objective 2 - By June 15, 2020, publish educational information on the public health threat of wild parsnip 
in the local newspapers and post fliers at related businesses, nature centers, etc. 

Houston County plans to make outreach efforts via the local newspapers and posters in high traffic public 
areas such as the Houston Nature Center and Root River bike trail corridor to teach citizens how to identify 
wild parsnip and provide landowners options for treating and reducing the spread of infested areas. 

Objective 3 - By June 30, 2020, treat approximately 92 acres of right of way in Houston Township for wild 
parsnip with a foliar application as prescribed. 

Houston Township plans to treat every stretch of right of way. Early spring wild parsnip applications 
should include 2,4-D to the rosette stage in May or June. Poison hemlock might be moving into the area and 
will be a potential target species at this time as well as garlic mustard. Over the summer, Houston County will 
survey and map other species of concern along Houston Township roads that may have worked their way 
beyond the right of way, as a couple of species are found right on the borders with other townships. 
Individual landowner contacts will be made in the initial form of outreach if any dense infestations of noxious 
weeds are found on private property. These species include common tansy, common and cutleaf teasel, 
Japanese knotweed, oriental bittersweet, and poison hemlock. Species found in Houston County that may be 
inadvertently treated while focusing on wild parsnip are Japanese barberry, Japanese knotweed, wild carrot, 
multiflora rose, common and European buckthorn, crown vetch, garlic mustard, Canada and plumeless thistle. 
Mapped locations of these species are limited, but many are commonly found. 

Objective 4 - By October 31, 2020, treat approximately 92 acres of right of way in Houston Township for 
wild parsnip with a foliar application as prescribed. 

Fall applications will follow summer mowing efforts and will be completed in September or October. 
Township representatives will determine the impact that spraying has made on their right of ways by 
measuring the density of remaining plants/infestations. Plans will be made to continue applications in 
subsequent years. 

Budget table* 
The budget table is an overview of how grant funds will be spent by category. Create a budget table that includes 
grant funds requested. Upload a budget in the following format:

Category Grant Request In-Kind Total

Personnel – number of hours @ wage rate
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Equipment, tools, supplies, herbicides (maximum $5,000 for equipment purchases)

Education and outreach materials

Contracted services

In-state travel (mileage rate, per diem)

Other (please specify what the expense is for)

Houston Township Budget.xlsx

LEVEL 2 APPLICANTS ONLY
This section is for Level 2 applicants only. Please read through the RFP to determine which level to apply for. Level 
2 applicants must complete all of the previous sections in addition to this section.

Regional Impact (Limit: 5,000 characters) 
Describe how this project will provide significant impact to your region of the state. Include what entities you will 
collaborate with, what memos of understanding/agreement are in place, and how your project will achieve these 
goals.

Memos of Understanding/Agreement and Letters of Support 
Copies of MOUs/MOAs and Letters of Support are required for Level 2 applicants for collaborative, regional 
projects. The documents should state who will be the fiscal agent and have brief descriptions of what work will be 
accomplished. Please combine all files and upload the MOUs/MOAs and Letters of Support here.

Note: Each upload box can only take one document. The document may be a scan of several documents in one. For 
example, to upload three letters of support, scan all three of them at once, save to your computer, then upload 
the resulting document into one upload box.

Certification
I certify that: (Please type your name in the box)* 

 To the best of my knowledge and belief, the data in this application is true and correct and supporting 
documentation for the claims and assertions made within this application is available to the MDA for its 
review.

 I understand that submitting false or misleading information in connection with this application may 
result in the applicant being found ineligible for financial assistance under the Noxious Weed and Invasive 
Plant Grant Program. I further understand that receiving public funds as a consequence of false 
representations constitutes an act of fraud.

 I understand that MDA may conduct audits, check references, and conduct site inspections after grants 
are awarded and prior to dollars being disbursed.

 I understand that the data provided in this application is subject to the Minnesota Government Data 
Practices Act, and have read and understand the Data Privacy Notice contained herein. I verify all 
information supplied in this application is correct to the best of my knowledge.
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File Attachment Summary
Applicant File Uploads
•   Houston Township Budget.xlsx
 



Houston Township Budget
Category Grant Request In-Kind Total
Personnel - 20 hours @ $20/hour - 400.00 400.00
Equipments, tools, supplies, herbicides 5,000.00 3,864.30 8,864.30
Education and outreach materials - 250.00 250.00
Contracted Services - - -
In-state travel - - -
Other: fuel - 500.00 500.00

10,014.30



In-Kind Equipment, etc.:
Additional sprayer cost $ 1,966.01
Herbicide $ 1,898.29

$ 3,864.30
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